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WHEREAS: 


WHEREAS: 


WHEREAS: 


WHEREAS: 


WHEREAS: 


Hear Ye 





Proclamation 


The year 1963 has been dedicated to celebrating the 
Bi-Centennial year of the Presentation of the Charter of 
the Waterworks of Schaefferstown, Pennsylvania, and 


The Town of Schaefferstown has officially set aside the 
dates of June 16 through June 23rd of this year to ob- 
serve this outstanding milestone with Pride, Praise, 
Parades and Pageantry, and 


There will be appropriate events conducted during this 
week and previous to it, to announce and further pro- 
claim the rich historic tradition and pioneer heritage of 
the Town of Schaefferstown to its neighboring com- 
munities and townships and residents of Lebanon 
County, and 


One of the traditional expressions of the recollection of 
the true pioneer days is the growing of beards, chin 
whiskers, “handle bars,” and sideburns of varying de- 
grees and lengths, and 


The women of the town are most desirous of entering 
into the spirit of this historic celebration by reminding 
us of customs of the ladies in early days, 


THEREFORE, BE IT NOW HEREBY RESOLVED: That I, Huber 


P. Fetter, President of The Heidelberg Township Road 
Board, do proclaim that these public spirited citizens 
shall become members of a great and honorable group 
to be henceforth known as the Brothers and the Belles. 


THIS PROCLAMATION made in the Bi-Centennial spirit of good 


fun, and to recognize the importance of the visual sup- 
port by the citizenry of our coming glorious Bi-Centen- 
nial Celebration. 


Proclamation signed this 22nd day of January 
1963, by hand and seal. 


(Signed) HUBER P. FETTER 
President of The Heidelberg Township 
Road Board. 
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OPENING OF BICENTENN BOND DRIVE 


Left to right—Warren Wike, Chairman of the Bond Drive presents a bond 
valued at $250.00 to Jacob Netzley, President of the Fire Company. Gordon 
Krall, President of the Lions Club accepts a bond for a similar amount from 
Daniel Leib, Co-Chairman of the Bicentennial. 








FUNGASCHPRITZER’S CHAPTER, BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH 
CHARTER No. 1 


Standing, left to right—Louis Keener, Harry Stohler, Lee Dull, Harry Sanders, 
Robert Meyer, Edward Edwards, Lawrence Leed, Joseph Arnold, James Keener, 
Jr.. Amos Wenger, and Walter Brown. 

Seated—Harold Nolt, Harvey Barton, John Miller, Jr., Larry Wike, Lester Spitler, 
Jr., Jacob Netzley, and Nelson Meyer. 

Bros. Cyril Fair and Warren Haag were absent when the Picture was taken. 
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THE BRIAR BROTHERS 


Front row, left to right—Edwin Sechrist, Leroy Sechrist, John Brunner. 

Second row—Richard Bucher, Dennis Copenhaver, John Kramer, Frank Bucher, 
Leroy Shamber. 

Third row—Emnest Keller, David Romberger, Rudolph Hartman, Leon Becker, 
James Putt, Henry Swanger. 

Fourth row—Gerald Boltz, Paul Oxenrider, William Kreitzer, George Sechrist. 





THE HOG BRISTLES 
Front row, left to right—Lynn Ontkos, Jay Keener, Robert Krall, Clifford Mock, 
Paul Spitler, Martin Ontkos. 


Rear row—John Miller, John Bomberger, Samuel Netzley, Arthur Weidman, 
George Krall, Lowell Seiverling, Carl Long. 
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BICENTENNIAL BELLES 


115 women turned out during a snow storm for the initial meeting of the 
women’s group. Models for the costumes are, left to right—Mrs. Lyle Krall, 
Mrs. Lowell Sieverling, Mrs. Robert Krall, Mrs. Luke Krall. 

Mrs. Harvey Barton, Mrs. Delbert Steinmetz, on the right, is head of Women’s 
Activities for the celebration. 





THE WEDDING BELLES 


Seated, left to right—Arlene Keener, Grace Levengood, Betty Moats. Loretta 
Krall, Margaret Long. 

Standing—Mary Grace Oxenreider, Martha Stohler, Mae Shaak, Marlene In- 
gram, Bernice Ressler, Frances Cummings, Ruth Krall, Elaine Krall, Nancy 
Seiverling, Jacquelyn Spitler, Rita Mock, Mabel Corl, Dolly Spitler, Barbara 
Corl, Sara Ontkos, Annabelle Seiverling. 

Absent when picture was taken—Miriam Krall, Anne Clauser, Dolly Stohler. 
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DIZZY BELLES 


Left to right seated—Glennore Boltz, Kathryn Light, Inda Brown, Marilyn 


Ginder, Marion Ginder. 
Front row, standing—Judith Keppley, Orpha Ginder, Betty Ginder, Eva Netzley, 


Eva Krall, Helen Ginder, Jean Ontkos. 

Second row, standing—Bertha Ginder, Cordelia Huber, JoAnn Weik, Priscilla 
Netzley, Evelyn Seltzer, Eileen Seltzer, Susan Horst, Doris Gingrich. 

Not present when picture was taken—Anna Weidman, Laura Weidman, Becky 
Dulabohn, Janet Brandt, Becky Miller, Judy Miller. 





THE GAY BELLES 


Front row, left to right—Mrs. Jane Horn, Mrs. Peggy Buffenmeyer, Mrs. Doris 
Sholley. Mrs. Edna Matthews, Mrs. Tillie Krall and Mrs. Lou Belle Hartman. 
Second row—Mrs. Josephine Kreitzer, Mrs. Ruth Ann Rabold, Mrs. Wilhelmina 
Kissinger, Mrs. Irene Bauer, Mrs. Eleanor Kramer, Mrs. Josephine Ream, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Moyer, Mrs. Gail Sanders, Mrs. Anna Miller, Mrs. Vera Brunner, Mrs. 
Beatrice Beamesderfer, Mrs. Betty Saul and Mrs. Mary Jane Sechrist. 

Absent when photo was taken—Zelia Lopes. 


OUR CELEBRATION 


‘A look into the past enhances the future.’ The people of Schaef- 
ferstown realize that they have a noteworthy past. As we pause to 
turn back the pages of time momentarily we cannot but be aware of 
the heritage and tradition our forefathers have left us. We cannot 
live in the past and have no intention of doing so. Just as the builder 
insists on a solid foundation for the super structure of a house so a 
community has to have an understanding of its’ past in order to prop- 
erly plan and evaluate its’ future. To know where we are going we 
should know where we have been. No one can tell precisely where 
we, as a community or a culture, are going, but perhaps this celebra- 
tion and this publication will shed more light on our interesting past. 
If, perchance, this book should fall into the hands of your great srand- 
son, he would thank you for giving him this backward glance. 


Our Bicentennial celebration varies slightly from the pattern in 
vogue at this time. We are not celebrating the birth of a town, but 
rather an event that the residents of Schaefferstown feel is worthy of 
commemorating. We are noting the passage of two centuries since 
the time when the founder of our town, Alexander Schaeffer and 
his wife Anna, deeded, for a nominal sum, a tract of land now known 
as the Fountain Park to representatives of the residents of Market 
Street. This deed also included a spring and the wooden water line 
and trough which provided ever flowing water to two troughs on the 
town square, a quarter of a mile away. Schaeffer charged the resi- 
dents of Market Street with the responsibility of maintaining these 
facilities for their mutual! benefit. 


The deed was transacted on July 16, 1763. In the two hundred 
years since that time, the people of Market Street have fulfilled their 
obligation to Schaeffer. It is only proper that we thank them at this 
time. 


The birth of our town is lost in antiquity. Shorty after 1700 a 
group of Jewish traders found their way to this locality. They came 
as traders seeking furs. The friendly Indians of the locality found in 
them a source of prized trinkets that delighted the simple red man. 


The unbroken wilderness stretching to the west was a vast untapped 
source of raw skins. How long this trade flourished is unknown. 
These people were squatters. They took no title to land partly be- 
cause no one owned the land and because they were migrants. A few 
of the Schoharie Valley refugees who came into the Tulpehocken 
region with Conrad Weiser may have settled here around 1720. but 
the population was widely scattered. About this time the influx of 
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German Palatinates through the port of Philadelphia began and slowly 
the locality was settled. 


By 1736 when the Penns bought this region from the Indians, this 
town had been established. Among the first title transactions for the 
land on which Schaefferstown is situated occurred on January 17, 
1736, when John Miley became the owner of 347 acres of land with 
a 6 percent allowance for roads. Miley and his wife Catharine con- 
veyed the entire tract to Durst Thomas on March 19, 1736. Durst 
Thomas died, leaving Martin Thomas, Durst Thomas and Anna 
Thomas (thought by some historians to be Anna of Ephrata) as his 
heirs. They sold the land on November 29, 1754 to Philip Weiser, 
who apparently acted as an agent, for he sold 122%2 acres to Martin 
Thomas on the same day. On June 20, 1758, Martin Thomas sold 
10314 acres of this land to the founder, Alexander Schaeffer. 


On June 22, 1758, Schaeffer bought another 104% acre tract from 
Martin Thomas. This latter tract was laid out in town lots, which he 
sold at a rate of 5 shillings each, with a yearly ground rent of 2% to 
3 shillings each. Thus the early settlers were no longer squatters, but 
landowners. 


Schaeffer named his new town Heidelberg, but people usually refer- 
red to it as Schaefferstown and by 1830 the original name fell into 
disuse. 


This, briefly is the history of the land. In the pages that follow 
the reader will be introduced to the people of yesteryear and today 
who live on that land. 


Our celebration is dedicated to the many people who lived during 
this two hundred year period and to the generations who follow them. 


A WORD OF THANKS 


This book is truly the result of 
Community cooperation. 

No one person can claim it as 
their own efforts. Let me take 
this opportunity to sincerely thank 
all who have contributed their 
time, knowledge and encourage- 
ment. The names of the citizens 
of the community appear with the 
contributions they have made to 
this book. I have always had a 
deep interest in the history of our 
community and am grateful to 
have a part in documenting that 
background for the present and 
future generations. 

Abraham Lincoln had said, “I 
like to see a man proud of the 
place in which he lives .. . and 
live in it so that his place will be 
proud of him.” Pardon us if our 
community pride shows in the following pages, but we feel that pride 
is justified. 

To those former residents and friends who are joining us in this 
celebration we say ‘Grosse Danke und Goot Gliick’. May your 
ag beat with us bring you closer to the past and enhance your 
uture. 

Fortunately for us today there lived, at the turn of the century, sev- 
eral men in Schaefferstown and vicinity who had the ambition and 
foresight to record many colonial events. I have leaned heavily on 
the work of A. S. Brendle, and his book, ‘A Brief History of Schaef- 
ferstown’, I have used as reference and heartily recommend the follow- 
ing pamphlets available at the Lebanon County Historical Society for 
those who would delve deeper into our past. 

“Annals of Schaefferstown,” by Chas. M. Zerbe Esq., Vol. IV, 
oa: 

an “Battalion Day at Schaefferstown,” by George Mays, M.D., Vol. 
, No. 9. 

* “The Early History of Schaefferstown,” by A. S. Brendle, Vol. IT, 

O. 3: 

A special word of thanks to Mr. Paul Skewis for his untiring efforts 
in providing and reproducing the many excellent pictures in this book; 
to Mrs. Paul Eberly of Kleinfeltersville who designed and sketched 





14 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 a i> 


the Bicentennial Seal. My thanks, too, to the Executive Committee of 
the celebration and to all the other committees who have cooperated 
so wholeheartedly. Thanks, too, to those unmentioned people who 
served in the background, but whose contributions are equally impor- 
tant. A word of appreciation to Delbert Steinmetz, who took the en- 
tire responsibility for the Kleinfeltersville portion of this book. Last, 
but not least, the Church Center Press and Rev. C. J. Yoder for the 
cooperation received in the publishing of this book. 

With grateful appreciation 

Charles H. Huber 


OUR PHOTOGRAPHER 





Our photographer, Paul Skewis, has devoted many hours to the 
success of this book. During the early months of the year he was 
constantly taking group pictures, restoring old prints and devoting a 
great deal of time and thought to the project at hand. 

Photography is a hobby with Paul and he pursues this hobby with 
a thoroughness that is very commendable. The pictorial excellence of 
his work in this book attests to the fact that he takes his hobby seri- 
ously. His unselfish community spirit has contributed immeasurably 
to the success of our Bicentennial. 


Historic Setting of Schaefferstcown 


As the reader is taking this backward glance into our history he or 
she will be more aware of the significance of some of the events 
described in this book if a few historic facts are kept in mind. The 
surrounding territory has at one time been part of four different 
counties—Chester, Lancaster, Dauphin and Lebanon. 


The Province of Pennsylvania was originally divided into the three 
counties of Chester, Bucks and Philadelphia; and out of those all the 
present counties have since been carved. Chester was by far the 
largest of the three original counties, and included probably nine-tenths 
of the present territory of the state. The counties with which this his- 
tory is chiefly concerned were created as follows: 


Lancaster was taken from Chester by the act of 10th May, 1729. 
York was taken from Lancaster by the act of 19th August, 1749. 


Cumberland was taken from Lancaster by the act of 27th January, 
1750. 


Berks was taken from Philadelphia, Chester and Lancaster counties 
by the act of 11th March, 1752. 


Dauphin was taken from Lancaster by the act of 4th March, 1786. 
Adams was taken from York by the act of 23rd January, 1800. 


Lebanon was taken from Dauphin and Berks by the act of Febru- 
ary 16, 1813. 


These dates and data will be of value to the reader who may wish 
to search court house records ‘in any of the counties named. 
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ALEXANDER SCHAEFFER 


Founder of Schaefferstown 


Alexander Schaeffer, the founder of Schaefferstown, was one of 
thousands of Palatinates, Swiss and Suabians who emigrated to this 
country in the beginning of the 18th century. Political and religious 
unrest, poverty resulting from wars, and a desire to own land and 
practice religion as they saw fit prompted many of them to try their 
fortunes in Penn’s new colony. 


Schaeffer was born in Wurtemburg on Jan. 8, 1712. He died on 
April 10, 1786 and rests on the Schaefferstown Reformed cemetery 
along with his wives and son Henry. 


With his wife Anna Engle, and three children, he came to this 
country in September, 1738 on the ship Robert and Alice (Oliver), 
through the port of Philadelphia. He quickly located himself near 
an excellent water supply in the South Mountain, now known as the 
Walnut Springs. After hastily erecting a cabin and other buildings 
he cleared land for cultivation and planted apple orchards. The site 
proved to be unproductive. After struggling for two years and fre- 
quently casting envious glances on the fertile land to the northeast 
surrounding the settlement that is now Schaefferstown, he abandoned 
the place. In 1740 the Schaeffers purchased 200 acres of good lime- 
stone land north of Schaefferstown. We now enter a period in the 
founder’s life which has many unanswered questions. His success, if 
measured by the accumulation of land, was sensational for that period 
of our country’s history. During the next twenty years he accumulated 
land as follows: Sept. 28, 1749—50 acres; August 25, 1751—300 
acres; July 24, 1752—-50 acres; and on May 9, 1854—-100 acres. 
Thus, by 1758, when he purchased two tracts of more than a hundred 
acres each from Martin Thomas, he owned in excess of 700 acres of 
land, or about half of the land between Schaefferstown and Reistville. 
This was not the limit of his land acquisition, for in 1771 he bought, 
along with a partner, the farm now owned by Harvey Kegerreis near 
Reistville. This may sound like a fabulous success story for an emi- 
grant who could neither read nor write, but Schaeffer was a keen busi- 
ness man. He knew the value of land and realized what the future 
held. In a sense he was the first realtor or land promoter. It is not 
known how long he retained ownership of these tracts. Sometime dur- 
ing this period, he built the Franklin House, probably in 1746, on the 
square. The hotel was originally known as the ‘King George’. It was 
remodeled in 1884 by John L. Graybill. During this renovation the 
original cornerstone was removed and was for a time in the home of a 
descendant of Graybill in Lebanon. Present whereabouts of the 
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cornerstone is not known, so the exact date of construction remains 
unknown. It is doubtful that Schaeffer ever operated the hotel. The 
name of Frederick Oberly is usually associated with the first inn 
keeper. 

Schaeffer also conducted a general store in the town as evidenced 
by an account book now in the possession of a Schaefferstown resident. 
The accounts start in 1761, but this may or may not be the first 
record. Again we have the revelation that this illiterate immigrant 
must have had considerable business acumen. 








Farm house on the farm bought by the founder in 1758. House was built by 
Durst Thomas about 1736. Known as the Brendle House, now owned by 
Robert Bucher. 
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The crowning success of this early promoter was the acquisition of 
the land on which Schaefferstown now stands for the express purpose 
of laying out the town. The date of the deed transfer pinpoints the 
actual legal birth of the town on June 22, 1758. Schaeffer may have 
acquired it by verbal contract before that time. At any rate he was 
prepared for the occasion and immediately sold the land to the squat- 
ters, who had been here for years, for a nominal sum as a down pay- 
ment, but with a yearly ground rent that must have totaled a con- 
siderable sum over a period of years. 
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Early map of Schaefferstown (about 1758) 


THE FRANKLIN HOUSE 


The Franklin House (formerly The King George) built by the founder of 
Schaefferstown in 1846 now owned and operated by William Krall. For years 
teamsters found lodging here for themselves and their horses. 
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A LETTER OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
AND RECOMMENDATION 


The bearer of this: Alexander Schaeffer, is a professed Christian 
according to the Word of God, of the Reformed Religion: and of 
Reformed parents residing in this place. He was born on the 8th., 
of January 1712. The father is Henry Schaeffer, a citizen of this 
country. The mother’s name is Anna Maria. The witness to his bap- 
tism was Alexander Hertzberger, a citizen of this place. While man 
as a pilgrim of this world has no permanent abiding place until he 
finds true rest in the life that is in God through Christ, so he (Alex- 
ander Schaeffer) is minded to leave his Fatherland and to settle in 
Pennsylvania. Therefore, as brother and head of this Reformed con- 
gregation, I not only direct that he be received as a member of the 
Reformed Religion, but also especially most sincerely wish for him 
the grace of God on his uncertain, dangerous, and distant journey, till 
he come to his final rest which God has prepared. Chrisheim, the 


7th of May, 1738 J. H. W. Knoepfell 
P.A.V.D.M. ibid. 





Letter of introduction carried to this country by Schaeffer 


In the light of these facts we might picture Schaeffer as a heartless 
and money hungry land lord. This is far from the true picture. On 
August 31, 1763 he deeded to “John Wolfersberger and John Lauser, 
in trust for the Dutch Reformed and Dutch Lutheran Congregation in 
common (the one like the other for a burying ground or graveyard), 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN 1763 - 1963 i 


> 


for people in and about the town of Heidelberg, one certain Lot No. 
225.” This was the nucleus of the present cemetery. The lot was 
located east of the cemetery road, then known as Church Street, now 
Front St. 


On Sept. 6, 1765 Schaeffer deeded to John Wolfersberger and Durst 
Thomas in trust for the Dutch Reformed Church a lot on the northwest 
corner of Main and Carpenter Streets for a church, school, or a place of 
worship. This lot, as well as the cemetery lots were practically gifts. 
The consideration in each case was five shillings and a ground rent of 
one penny annually. Alexander was very much interested in the early 
Reformed Church. He served for years on the Church Board. 


Alexander Schaeffer had six children with his first wife, who died in 
1772 at the age of 64. He later married Catharine (family name un- 
known), but had no children with her. 


We may assume that he lived for a long time on the farm he pur- 
chased in 1758—now known locally as the Brendle Farm. His young- 





Tombstone of Alexander Schaeffer. The spelling of Schaeffer’s name is not 
always similar on old documents. 
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est son, Henry, was 9 years old at the time of the purchase. This young 
boy grew to manhood here and succeeded his father in the operation 
of the farm. 

This, then, is the account of the life of the founder of our town. 
The author realizes that there are many unanswered questions and 
hopes that future findings may provide some of the answers. 


HENRY SCHAEFFER, SON OF THE FOUNDER 


The youngest son of Alexander and Anna Schaeffer deserves more 
than passing mention as we honor his father. The following account 
is taken from ‘A Brief History of Schaefferstown’ by A. S. Brendle, 
with the exception of the reference to the source of clay for tile. 


He was the youngest child of Alexander and Anna Angelica (Anna 
Engel) Schaeffer, and was born in Schaefferstown (Heidelberg) in the 
year 1749. The people of the place were almost exclusivly Germans, 
but he contrived to acquire a fair knowledge of the English language, 
which later in life enabled him to fill successfully a number of im- 
portant offices and gave him great influence in the community. His 
official papers as Justice of the Peace, which office he held many 
years, many of which are extant, prove that he was not only a fair 
scholar, but also an excellent penman. He was a man of commanding 
presence and had a bluff way about him of expressing his convictions 
freely, and without fear or favor, which won for him the confidence 
of his neighbors and all others who had dealings with him to an ex- 
traordinary degree. The people freely told him of their troubles and 
difficulties, and knowing him to have their best interests at heart, acted 
on his advice without hestitation. It is no mere formal statement to 
say that in every station which he filled he had the respect of his fel- 
low-citizens, who held to the opinion that nothing was too good for 
him. His life was a busy one. He bought from his father the farm 
south of town, now owned by Daniel Brendle, and operated a tile 
factory in the meadow, in which roofing and floor tiles were manu- 
factured in large quantities, as well for distant markets as for our local 
demand. (The clay for this tile factory was secured from the Harry 
Brubaker farm, about a mile west of Schaeffer’s farm. The depression 
was evident for years. Recently it has been deepened for use as a 
farm pond.) He also operated a distillery on the same farm, at which 
the principal article of manufacture was apple-brandy, or apple-jack. 
The greater part of the cleared land of the farm was planted with 
apple trees to furnish apples for the still. Schaeffer was in the prime 
of manhood when the Revolutionary War broke out, and he lost no 
time in choosing with which party to cast his lot. He organized a 
company of soldiers to fight for the independence of the colonies, of 
which he was chosen captain, and was in active service with the com- 
pany in the campaign of 1776. In 1777 and 1778 he was at home and 
as Justice of the Peace administered the oath of allegiance to upwards 
of 360 persons in Schaefferstown, his father being among the number. 
He continued in command of a company of associators until the close 
of the war, but it does not appear that he was in active service after 
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1776. Like his father, he was an active and consistent member of the 
Reformed church, and a liberal contributor towards its support. In 
1795 when the Reformed people found it necessary to build a new 
church in place of the log church erected by the early settlers, they 
fell deeply into debt, but Schaeffer was equal to the occasion. He 
organized and conducted a successful lottery, by which the debt was 
paid. In many ways he was a leader in the community and the people 
habitually looked up to him. When the posse was made up to go to 
Hauer’s house on the night of the Sheetz murder, December 28, 1797, 
no move was made until Captain Schaeffer offered to lead the party. 
During the closing years of his life he held the office of Associate Judge 
of the Courts of Dauphin County with much credit to himself, and 
many were the tributes of praise accorded to his memory at his death, 
which occurred October 12, 1803. Like his father, Captain Schaeffer 
was twice married. With his first wife, Anna Eva Schweitzer, he had 
six children; and with his second wife, Margaret Hoffman, one child. 
His remains, with those of his two wives, repose in the Reformed 
cemetery, close to those of his parents. 





Tombstone of Henry Schaeffer, son of Alexander Schaeffer 
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EARLY SETTLERS 


The following were among those who made their homes here before 
Schaeffer laid out the town with respective dates of their arrival in 
this country. 
1729—Michael Capp 
1732—John Laudermilch 
1735—Casper Schweitzer 
1736—Durst and Martin Thomas 
1737—Jacob Schaub 
1737—Matthias Albrecht 
1738—George Stohler 
1738—Alexander Schaeffer 
1739—Jacob Umbenhend and Peter Riehm 
1741—Peter Sheetz, John Adam Fritz, Michael Weber 
1737—Christopher Meyer 
1740—George Swengel 
1746—Michael Egolf 
1747—Kraft Kolb 
1749—Michael Roeger, William Besch, John Adam _ Hiltenbeitel, 

George Rau, Andreas Mohr and Casper Iba 
1748—John Smith 
1750—Ludwig and Andreas Wittenmeyer 
1751—Henry Peiffer, John Ochsenman and Michael Drion 
1752—George Gramlich and Peter Druckenmiller 
1754—George Weyman, George Magnus Conrad, Leonard Krumbein, 
John Knipe, and Paul Gemberling 





HISTORY OF THE SCHAEFFERSTOWN 
WATER COMPANY 


The residents of Old Schaefferstown have excellent reason for feel- 
ing proud of the Schaefferstown Water Company. Originally, known 
as “The Fountain Company,” it has the enviable distinction of being 
the oldest gravational water Conveyance system by underground pipes, 
ever established, in a British Colony in North America. 

“The Fountain Company’s” history is inexorably woven into the 
history; of the town, its residents, and its founder, Alexander Shaffer. 

The exact date of construction is unknown; however, the years 1744 
to 1750, are the most likely. A systematic search of old documents, 
records, and deeds, expressly those pertaining to Alexander Shaffer 
and the town itself, are most revealing. 
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In some of these records Alexander Shaffer is described as a yeo- 
man, or freeholder; however, his activities in the purchase of land, 
subdivision of the land into lots, streets, and a town square, followed 
by; the sale of building lots, would be more accurately described, as 
real estate promotion, or land development as we know it today. 
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Photostat of agreement dated Feb. 13, 1759. Text of agreement with signatures 
appears in book at end of this history. 
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During the year 1743, Mr. Shaffer recorded this development, or 
town plot, under the name of “‘Heidelberg,” at the county seat in Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania. 


The following year, 1744, he climaxed his development plans by 
building a large hotel or tavern, fronting on the town square, at the 
intersection of the two great roads which bisected the town. This hotel 
was known as, “The King George,” now known, as the “Franklin 
House.” 


Viewing these operations in perspective, it is apparent that Mr. 
Shaffer was far too practical, and farsighted in business matters, to 
build a hotel as large and substantial as ‘““The King George,” without 
first, assuring himself of an adequate water supply, a prime necessity 
for a hotel catering to drovers, freighters, and teamsters. 


Construction of the Water System in conjunction with the Hotel, 
not only assured him of sufficient water for its profitable operation. 
but in addition; two fountains located on the town square, both of 
which supplied pure cold drinking water in all seasons, would be a 
definite incentive in the purchase of building lots; the sole objective 
in Mr. Shaffer’s land development project. 


An excellent illustration of Mr. Shaffer’s foresight and practicability 
in business affairs is a document dated February 13, 1759, which 
records an agreement among the various residents of Market Street. 


This agreement, regulates the flow of water to the upper fountain, 
which was located in front of Mr. Shaffer’s Hotel. It also, fixes 
responsibility for repairs, and, imposes a fine of five shillings for 
pollution of the trough. 


In addition, the twenty-one individuals who signed it were them- 
selves, subject to a fine of ten pounds for breaking the agreement. 
Eighteen of these signatures are still legible, and most of them have 
been verified. One woman’s signature is in the group, by name, Ger- 
traut Sweitzer. 


The agreement is interesting, in that, direct mention is only made 
of the upper fountain. What is more interesting, are the things not 
mentioned, except; by vague reference, or implication. 


Undoubtly, the fountains had been in full operation many years 
prior to 1759, and during these prior years, many differences had 
arisen among various residents of the town, relative to the repair and 
operation of the fountains. The agreement obviously was an attempt 
to settle these differences, first; by fixing responsibility, second; by 
assessing heavy fines for non-compliance. 


Although Mr. Shaffer is not mentioned in the agreement, he un- 
doubtedly dictated its terms, through his son, Henry Shaffer whose 
signature appears on it. He was in an excellent position to dictate 
terms, as he had purchased and owned the land on which the spring 
was located prior to 1759. 


Approximately, four and one-half years later, on July 16, 1763, 
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Alexander Shaffer and his wife, Anna Engle, conveyed the spring 
and the land around it, to George Ulrich and Fredrick Albright, as 
trustees and overseers in trust, for the use of the inhabitants of Market 
Street, subject; to a yearly ground rent of sixteen shillings and one 
penny half-penny (approximately $3.90 U. S. Currency) to be paid 
the heirs, and assigns, forever. 


Be at QO be 018 Boe Sty 3 
Cee 5 he 





Photostat of deed dated July 16, 1763 
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The deed is executed on sheepskin and illuminated in color, by a 


religious organization, then located, at the Ephrata Cloisters, Ephrata, 
Pennsylvania. 


The water works system, consists of two fountains, or watering 





Wooden trough at Upper Fountain, Market Square, Schaefferstown, Pa. 





Granite trough, replacing wooden trough at Upper Fountain, Market Square, 
Schaefferstown, Pa., 1910. 
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troughs; a reservoir and spring; connected by approximately thirteen 
hundred feet (1300) of underground pipe. 


The troughs, originally constructed of wood were approximately ten 
feet (10’) in length, three feet (3’) in width, and fifteen inches (15”) in 
depth. They overflowed into a stone basin on which they were 
mounted. The base or basin was about one inch in depth and served 
as a catch all, draining off the water thru a groove cut into the lower 
end of the basin. 


These fountains or troughs, were located on the northwestern, and 
southeastern sides of Market Square. During the early 1800’s, the 
lower trough was removed from Market Square to its present location 
on Market Street. 


In 1910 the wooden trough at the upper fountain was replaced by 
one of granite, a gift of Matilda Zimmerman, in memory of Mary 
Rex Zimmerman, a descendant of Alexander Shaffer. 


In 1936 the wooden trough at the lower fountain was also replaced 
by a granite basin. 


The reservoir and spring are located on a two and one half acre 
tract of land, on the northern slope of Tower Hill. 


On April 12, 1892, the company purchased the land, which ad- 
joined their holdings on the south, from Dr. Thomas T. Zerbe and 
Dr. James M. Keath for the sum of One Hundred and Eighty dol- 
lars ($180.00). This land, originally the site of Baron Henry Stiegel’s 
castle, or tower, increased the company’s holdings, to approximately 
three and one-half acres. In recent years the acreage has been de- 
veloped into a recreational area called “The Fountain Park.” 





Wogers trought at Lower Fountain, South Market Street, Schaefferstown, 
As, , 
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Granite basin replacing wooden trough at Lower Fountain, South Market Street, 
Schaefferstown, 1936. 


The reservoir, housing the spring, has an approximate storage capa- 
city of 13,000 gallons, and was originally walled on three sides with 
an arched stone roof. The roof and sides have not been repaired, 
and are today exactly, as they were 200 years ago. The front of the 
reservoir or spring house had originally been open with a breastwork 
or dam to contain the water. During the early 1840’s the spring was 
walled in the front, and in 1846, the fountain overseers received in- 
structions to build “a water-proof wall across the ditch about fifteen 
(15) feet in front of the spring house, and on both sides, for the pur- 
pose of backing up the waste water.” 


In 1909, it was again repaired and constructed in the manner in 
which it is today. At this time, a beautifully cut stone, weather worn 
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Resivor and spring, Fountain Park, South Market Street, Schaefferstown, Pa. 


with age, was found at the spring site. It bore the date 1736, and is 
now, imbedded in the masonry to the left of the entrance of the spring 
house. 


In as much as the date 1736 is two years prior to Alexander 
Shaffer’s arrival in this country, the assumption is: that some other 
person, name unknown, possibly walled and roofed the spring on that 
date, and, that Alexander Shaffer adapted the existing structure to his 
plans, by building the dam or breastwork across its front to contain 
the water. 





Cross section of old wooden pipe, Schaefferstown Water Co., Schaefferstown, Pa. 
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The pipe line connecting the fountains and reservoir is approxi- 
mately one-fourth mile in length, running on, and parallel to South 
Market Street. The original pipes were made of wood, long sections 
of oak with a hole bored through the center. These sections were 
tapered at one end, and reamed at the other. They served the com- 
munity for almost a century. 


In 1845, the wooden pipes were replaced by iron pipes, which have 
now been in continuous service for 118 years, and up to the present, 
have shown no indication of having to be replaced. 


Unfortunately, very few of the records concerning the original 
“Fountain Company” are available; however, on October 23. 1819, 
a public vendue or sale was held to dispose of old pipes and logs, the 
property of the “Fountain Company of Heidelberg.” Purchasers were 
Abraham Rex, William Rex, John Hower, Christian Garrett, Jacob 
Caps, Peter Moore, and John Krum. Proceeds of the sale amounted 
to eleven dollars and sixty-seven cents ($11.67). 


Sales of a similar nature, leasing of the Fountain lot, and a head 
tax levied on individuals, horses, and cattle, were the company’s source 
of income. The head tax varied from year to year, depending on 
company expenses, and was levied on all persons residing on Market 
Street and Market Square, including children, tenants, boarders. cattle, 
sheep, and horses. The average yearly tax for individuals and horned 
cattle was ten cents, and horses, fifteen cents. 


Records of tax payment were kept by the fountain overseers and 
delinquents were dunned until payment was made. 


Company expenses consisted of the annual ground rent payable to 
Mr. Shaffer, his heirs, or assigns, and repairs to the water system itself. 


The original trustees appointed by Mr. Shaffer and later the heirs, 
usually served as company officers. They levied and collected taxes, 
and generally controlled the company’s affairs. 


During the early 1840’s the management and affairs of the com- 
pany deteriorated to such an extent that the residents of Market Street 
petitioned the Pennsylvania State Legislature for an act of incorpora- 
tion, giving as their reason, the better management of the company. 


On April 16, 1845, their petition was granted and a charter was 
issued to “The Schaefferstown Water Company,” the name under 
which it operates today. 


This was another milestone in the company’s history, for in addition 
to being the oldest water company in the United States, it now also 
became the First Chartered Water Company in the United States. The 
company officers at this time were: George Renner, president; George 
Miller, secretary; William Weigley, treasurer; and Henry Iba and John 
Pfluger, fountain managers. 


After incorporation the affairs of the company improved. Over the 
signature of company’s officers, a loan of $300.00 (three hundred dol- 
lars) was obtained from the old Lebanon Bank, Lebanon, Pennsyl- 
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vania. This money was used for the purchase and installation of the 
previously mentioned iron pipe. The following items were taken 
from the treasurer’s report of June 20, 1845: 


June 20, 1845 Reading Railway—freight ........ $ 38.54 
June 25, 1845 Strickler McKnight—leading ...... 14.31 
July 17, 1845 Jacob Shock—4 BBLS. cement .... 8.04 
Sept. 16, 1845 Abraham Rex—pipe ............ 152.00 

Laer Sto ae, Pere? ee a 65.18 


Total cost for purchase and installation of approximately 1300 feet of 
iron pipe $278.17, (two hundred seventy-eight dollars and seventeen 
cents.) 


Excerpts from Water Company records reveal interesting facts per- 
taining to colonial life in Schaefferstown in addition to characteristics 
of some of the inhabitants. Thrift, hard work, and a sense of humor 
have always been credited to our Pennslyvania Dutch ancestors. What 
is seldom mentioned is: their progressiveness and innate ability in 
driving a close bargain. 


In 1850 the company held a meeting for the purpose of settling a 
contract regarding two sand-stone troughs with a stone cutter, named 
Moses Fetter, who had contracted to build and install the troughs for 
the sum of $40.00 (forty dollars.) 


Mr. Fetter evidently having underbid the contract, petitioned the 
company for an extra allowance, as he would otherwise sustain a con- 
siderable loss. The company on hearing this, decided that, “Moses 
Fetter should put on trough one step sixteen paces broad and as long 
as the trough is broad, also; two stones to carry the water off, and, one- 
half moon sand stone at the lower end of trough, as broad as the trough 
and at least two feet thick; and also, insure the sand stone troughs 
from breaking by frost as long as the said Moses Fetter lives, for 
which, the said company will pay the said Moses Fetter the sum of 
Seventy Dollars as soon as there is money in the treasury.” It is not 
recorded as to whether the troughs broke up, or Mr. Fetter passed 
away. The treasurer’s report shows two payments, totalling $52.00 
(fifty-two dollars) to Moses Fetter. This was eighteen dollars short of 
the contract price. 


In 1869 the members of the company voted unanimously to sink a 
mine shaft in the Fountain lot for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
there were any mineral deposits imbedded in their property. The shaft 
was to be sunk along the road, and below the spring so as not to en- 
danger the water supply. 


The treasurer’s report shows one week’s labor to George Moore 
$10.00 (ten dollars) and labor to John Staley, $10.50 (ten dollars and 
fifty cents.) There is no further mention of minerals. 


In 1870 the company ordered “fa lamp, and an iron lamp post in- 
stalled in the centre of Market Square and the said lamp shall be 
tended alternately by the landlords of the respective hotels. It was 
further ordered that the fountain overseers be instructed to proceed 
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with the erection of the said lamp post, and that if they neglect, or 
refuse, to proceed with the work, W. M. Weigley, and J. Zerbe shall 
attend to the said business.” There is no record of installation. 


It had long been the custom of the company to hold business meet- 
ings in a private room, at one or the other of the hotels, fronting on 
Market Square. Members of the company were notified as to the 
time and place by the town crier, Fred R. Hoffman. The landlord 
usually charged the company sixty cents (60c) to a dollar ($1.00) for 
the use of a room. At one of these meetings, a company member, 
obviously with tongue in cheek, made a motion that all members ad- 
journ to the bar for a drink, to be paid by the company in lieu of room 
rent. The motion was seconded, and unanimously approved, probably 
to the dismay of the landlord, who was also an officer of the company. 


The annual ground rents had been a constant expense to the com- 
pany for many years, and their payment had gradually become a 
source of contention among its members. 


In 1848 Abraham Rex, a surviving trustee of Shaffer’s, had sold the 
ground rents to Jacob Weidle, who continued to collect them until 
1858, when the company refused payment. In 1861 Mr. Weidle in- 
stituted suit for non-payment. The Water Company authorized their 
president, Benjamin Dissinger, to hire Joshiah Funk, Esquire, as coun- 
sel to fight the suit. The company lost, and on May 31, 1864, paid 
Jacob Weidle $11.61 (eleven dollars and sixty-one cents), for three 
years’ back rent, and $4.06 (four dollars and six cents) to the con- 
stable and justice of the peace, for cost of suit. 


Nine days later on June 8, 1864, Mr. Weidle sheriffed “The 
Schaefferstown Water Company” in the amount of $12.19 (twelve 
dollars and nineteen cents) additional back rent. Two days later on 
June 10, the company again paid Mr. Weidle. 


The ground rents had now become a hot issue and “The Schaeffers- 
town Water Company” decided to purchase title to the ground rents 
from Mr. Weidle. On August 1, 1865, the purchase was consummated, 
and title passed from Mr. Weidle to “The Schaefferstown Water Com- 
pany” for the sum of $50.00 (fifty dollars). The money for the pur- 
chase had been borrowed on a note to Jacob Buffenmoyer. The re- 
lease of ground rents was recorded in the Lebanon City Court House, 
May 19, 1873. A conservative estimate as to the amount of rent paid 
Mr. Shaffer and heirs covering the one hundred and two-year period 
(102 years) would be about $430.00 (four hundred and thirty dollars). 
Copy of this release appears in this book at end of this history. 


The following items and dates are mentioned as they may be of in- 
terest to local residents: 


1873—The company installed a picket fence around the spring area. 
1875—Iron stocks were purchased and installed at fountains. 
1904—Refreshment stand built in park. 


1910—Granite fountain and trough installed, replacing wooden 
trough, at upper fountain. 
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1911—Electric lights installed in park area. 
1919—Band stand erected in park. 
1932—Reforestation of upper fountain lot. 
1936—Granite basin installed at lower fountain. 


1943—Deed, recorded for lot purchased in 1892. New benches and 
two fireplaces installed in Park Area. 


1944—Upper fountain moved to its present location. 

1959—Park area rewired, and lights installed. Ten new tables and 
benches installed. New fence placed around reservoir. 

1960—Band stand remodeled and repaired, including addition of 
storage for the benefit of local churches. 


1961—Refreshment stand remodeled and repaired. 


1962—Painting all buildings and fences in Park Area. Erection of 
large sign at Park entrance. 


In its two centuries of existence the Old Fountain Company and 
the Water Company of today, have always been in a perpetual state 
of financial embarrassment. This is not surprising as the company is 
a non-profit organization, and is so registered. The actual cash carry- 
over from year to year would probably average less than $20.00 
(twenty dollars). As a result, the company has had to take recourse in 
borrowing from banks and individuals, or, the issuance of company 
scrip to tide them over unforeseen emergencies. 


However, when these emergencies arose, and there have been 
many in the company’s two hundred (200) years of existence, the 
residents of Market Street and other public spirited citizens, and or- 
ganizations in the town and surrounding area have always donated 
their time, energies, and money to the company’s welfare. 


In such manner has “The Schaefferstown Water Company” con- 
tinued to exist, and the water continues to flow to the same places as 
it did, during Alexander Shaffer’s lifetime. 


When Mr. Shaffer conveyed the land and spring to the residents 
of Market Street in 1763, he probably had in mind a monument of 
some kind in memory of himself and wife, Anna Engle. However, 
we are doubtful, that he had sufficient foresight to visualize his Water 
Company in full operation 200 years later, and that during these 
many years, local farmers and other people from surrounding cities 
and towns would journey to Schaefferstown in order to avail them- 
selves of this fine drinking water. 


We feel certain that Mr. Shaffer would take great pride in the 
Fountain Park and the Water Company as it is today, as do his 
descendants, the residents of Market Street and the community as a 
whole. 

Written by 


Charles S. Mock, Secretary 
“Schaefferstown Water Company” 
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Text Of Agreement With Signatures 


THIS INDENTURE. made the thirteenth day of February in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and fifty nine, at Heidel- 
berg, in the County of Lancaster, WITNESSETH That a firm and irre- 
vocable covenent and agreement was made by the underwritten, of this 
their heirs, Executors, Administrators or Assigns, inhabitants of Mar- 
ket Street, at said Heidelberg and all that are concerned in a certain 
Fountain, in said Town or Street and it is agreed in manner following: 


That the said Fountain shall be kept in good order and repair by 
all and singular of us in such a manner that when there is plenty of 
water or to remain open, but in case water should fail, then the lower 
pipes, shall be stopped, without contradiction by the consent of two per- 
sons, chosen for that purpose from the Company, said persons shall be 
elected annually and shall have full power from us the underwritten by 
virtue of this present Indenture, and it is granted them accordingly, to 
look after the said Fountain and its conduits, and in case it wants repair- 
ing, to get the same repaired immediately. 


AND WE the underwritten by ourselves jointly and each for him- 
self, his heirs, Executors, Administrators or assigns to give due obedi- 
ence and lend assistance to the same. 


IT IS further agreed by said Company that in case the water fails 
and shall not withstanding spring from the uppermost Pipes twice as 
much water as from the lowermost, but if the upper pipes don’t fill by 
half an inch, then and not before, the lower pipes shall be Stopped as 
long as water will be more plenty. 


Further, shall the two above mentioned persons, which shall be 
chosen for the purpose, have full Power over the whole direction of 
said Fountain, and in case it wants something done to it, each of us 
will willingly lent his assistance, provided his circumstances will admit 
of it, but in case any one should refuse the same, then it shall be lawful, 
that the delinquent shall pay a fine of five shilling for each delinquency, 
that shall go to the use and repair of said Fountain. And when it shall 
occur, as aforesaid, that the lower pipes should be kept stopped and 
any Person or Persons, of the Company, or his or their folks, should 
open the same, he she or they shall likewise be liable, to pay a fine 
of five shillings, also to the use before mentioned. 


And it is also agreed by all and singular of us, that whosoever shall 
wash anything unclean, or cleans something from trough of said Foun- 
tain, he shall pay a fine of five shillings for each Delinquency, towards 
repairing it, provided that the same was mentioned at the proper place. 
And is Notice thereof was given to the Managers, and the said Man- 
agers for bear to do their duty by prosecuting the said Delinquent, then 
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the Managers to whom was given notice of the same, shall be sega 
to pay a fine of ten shillings for each Delinquency. 


FINALLY. we the Underwritten Members of the said Company 
bind ourselves, our Heirs, Executors, Administrators or Assigns to 
keep the said Agreement in all and each singular Article. And in case 
any of us shall breach willfully the same, it shall be lawful by these 
presents, that he or they shall be liable to pay a penalty of Ten Pounds, 
Pennsylvania Currency which shall be recovered the same as a Debt 
for a Note of Hand as the Law directs, and this Penalty shall likewise 
go towards defraying the Expenses of said Fountain. 


For the better confirmation and witnessing of this Indenture, we 
the underwritten, have hereunto set our Hands and Seals the Date and 
year above written. 


Sealed and Signed in the 
Presence of us. 


Henry Shaffer Michael Winter 
George Boyer Christopher Seyler 
Thomas Edwards Joseph Long 
George Khingel Gertraut Sweitzer 
George Fleisher Adam Moor 
George Albright Andreas Kapp 
Martin Albright Johannes Neif 
Casper Iba Nicholas Beckey 
Anthony Wilson Etem Strone 


Original document in possession of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Lewis 
Schaefferstown, Pa. 


Copy Of Release Of Ground Rents 


TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME 
OR MAY CONCERN WHEREAS ALEXANDER SHAEFFER, 
late of Heidelberg Township, in the County of (late Lancaster) now 
Lebanon and State of Pennsylvania, deceased, became lawfully seized 
in his demesne as of Fee, interalia, of, in, and to the Yearly Rents and 
Incomes issuing out of, and accruing from the Town of Heidelberg 
alias, Schaefferstown. 


AND being so thereof seized, died, having first made his last Will and 
Testament dated the 28th day of April A.D. 1784. 
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WHEREIN, among other things he did give and devise the said yearly 
rents and incomes of the said Town unto his Son Henry Shaeffer, his 
heirs and assigns: Who being so thereof seized died having first made 
his last Will and Testament dated the 11th day of October A D 1803 


WHEREIN AND WHEREBY among other things he did give and 
devise the same unto his Son Henry Shaeffer, his heirs and assigns: 
Who with his wife, Elizabeth, by their Deed of Trust dated the 30th 
day of June A D 1832 among other things conveyed the same unto 
Abraham Rex and John Bomberger for the benefit of creditors: And 


WHEREAS the said Abraham Rex Surviving Trustee, with his wife 
Elizabeth by their Indenture of the 10th day of July A D 1848, did 
grant and convey the said Ground Rent or Rent Charges unto Jacob 
Weidle, his heirs and assigns 


NOW KNOW YE, That the said Jacob Weidle and Maria his wife for 
a valuable consideration to them in hand paid by the Shaefferstown 
Water Company owner and occupier of Lot called the Fountain Lot 
situate in the said Town of Heidelberg and Subject heretofore to the 
payment of a yearly Ground Rent, do and by these presents have 
remised, released and forever quit claim to the said Ground Rent or 
Rent Charge. 


AND forever discharge the said Lot & Water Company of and from 
the payment of the said Ground Rent or Rent Charge. 


IN WITNESS whereof the said Jacob Weidle and Maria his wife have 
hereunto set their hands and seals this first day of August A D 1865 


WITNESS 
J J Blair 
Jacob Weidle (SEAL) 
Maria Weidle (SEAL) 


LEBANON COUNTY, ss: 


On the first day of August Anno Domini 1865 before me a Justice of 
the Peace personally appeared the above named Jacob Weidle and 
Maria his wife and in due form of law acknowledged the above In- 
denture to be their Act and Deed and desired the same might be re- 
corded as such. 


AND the said Maria being of full age and separate and apart from her 
said husband by me thereon privately examined and the full contents 
of the above Deed being by me first made known unto her did there- 
upon declare and say that she did voluntarily and of her own free will 
and Accord, Sign, Seal, and as her Act and Deed deliver the above 
Indenture without any coercion of her said husband. 
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WITNESS my hand and seal the day and year aforesaid 
(Stamp 5 cts) Dee DIE, Jen k (SEAL) 


RECORDED MAY 19, A D 1873 
W.S. BORDLEMAY, RECORDER 


Certified from the records February 5, 1963 in Miscellaneous Book H, 
Page 199 


Sallie McK. Hartman 
RECORDER 


Footnote—According to Dr. Arthur D. Graff, former professor of history at 
Kutztown State College, and current president of the Pennsylvania Folklore 
Society, Benjamin Franklin got his idea for Philadelphia’s waterworks from 
Schaefferstown. 





Schaefferstown Water Co. President, Jacob Boltz (right) checks his watch as 
Secretary Charles Mock (center) checks the flow of water at the lower fountain. 
Justice of the Peace John Stohler (left) looks on. If the present rate of flow 
were constant over these 200 years, approximately 4,000,000 tons of water have 
flowed from the three outlets of the water system. 
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THE JEWISH SETTLEMENT AND CEMETERY 


Although some of our early colonies were founded for the sake of 
religious freedom, that freedom was not always granted to those whose 
faith differed from that of its founders. Puritans in 1654 siezed con- 
trol of the Catholic colony of Maryland which had, up to this time, 
guaranteed religious freedom to all who believed in Christ. From 1654 
to 1658 Catholics and Anglicans were disenfranchised. The Puritans 
ruled with an iron fist until the Lord Proprietor gained control again 
in 1658. Roger Williams was banished from the Puritan Colony be- 
cause his beliefs did not follow the stern religious doctrines of the 
founders. 


During this period the Jews received harsh treatment in many Ameri- 
can colonies. Many settled in Brazil, South America only to be up- 
rooted and expelled in 1654. The Dutch in New York and later the 
English made life miserable for these wanderers. Small wonder then 
that these people finally settled in the colony of Pennsylvania, where 
religious freedom was not only promised but actually granted. Many 
of them were skilled craftsmen and traders and it is only logical to as- 
sume that the Jews who settled in this area shortly after 1700 were 
traders. Since they took no title to the land we have no record of their 
tenure in these parts. The land had not yet been purchased from the 
Indians by the Penns and they lived here with the consent of the red 
men with whom they traded for furs. We can safely assume that the 
Indians for miles around brought their furs to this place, for this was 
the frontier. No white man occupied the vast unbroken wilderness 
stretching to the west. We may also assume that as the frontier moved 
westward these traders followed. They disappeared without a trace 
or record. When the first settlers who, with Conrad Weiser as a leader, 
fled from the Schoharie Valley in New York because of land swindlers, 
arrived here about 1720 the Jews realized that the wilderness had been 
penetrated and their trade threatened. By 1725 the influx of settlers, 
mostly Palatinates, through the port of Philadelphia, was gaining mo- 
mentum and this sheltered valley with its excellent water supply looked 
attractive to land hungry Germans. Now the traders realized that the 
end of their activities in this area was at hand. We do not know where 
they came from nor where they went, but they left some evidence of 
their presence in this spot. A few buildings and a cemetery remained. 
There is understandable confusion over the location of these landmarks 
because, as was stated before, they never took title to land. Mr. Chas. 
M. Zerbe, in his paper on the subject in 1908 recalls a conversation 
with a Peter Borry who was born in 1810. Mr. Borry recalled a build- 
ing on the west stide of Market Street, close to and opposite the en- 
trance to the Fountain Park that was referred to as the ‘Jew House’. 
Borry attended ‘sing school’ there as a young boy. Mr. Zerbe also pre- 
sents a statement by Elizabeth Rex, wife of Abram Rex, a distinguished 
early resident of the town. The lady was born in 1776 and recalls a 
long stone building on the south west corner of Sheetz alley (where 
the Jacob Boltz residence now stands) that was reputed to be a syna- 
gogue. 
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There is no doubt in the minds of the people of early Schaefferstown 
that a Jewish Cemetery existed just north of the Landis Cemetery in 
the part of town known as Canada, on land now owned by Mr. Lloyd 
Baker. Mr. Zerbe recalls that it was surrounded by a stone wall which 
has long since been removed. Some of the stones of the wall and the 
tombstones of the graves found their way into foundations of a nearby 
house. One of these tombstones is at present in the Lebanon County 
Historical Society building on 6th and Walnut Street. A Rabbi of the 
Jewish faith examined the stone but was unable to say definitely 
whether the inscription is Jewish or old German. This is understand- 
able in view of the effect of the elements on carved native sandstone. 
Portions of the wall were still standing in 1886. Thanks to the work 
of Zerbe we have the word of a person who remembers the year 1785, 
which is probably 50 or 60 years after the Jewish settlement. This 
may not be the proper authority to establish a historical fact, but history 
in many cases relies on legend and tradition. Such is the case of the 
Schaefferstown Jewish settlement. There is one other important im- 
pact on our community resulting from their presence here. The Jewish 
settlement was known as the Lebanon Trading Post. The name Leba- 
non is Hebrew for ‘white mountain’ and naturally the Cedars of Leba- 
non meant much to these homeless wanderers. Mr. Frederick Frantz 
of Lebanon, a lifelong student of local history, has assured the author 
that the first connection of the word Lebanon to this area occurs in the 
name of the Jewish settlement and trading post. 


There is an interesting sequel to the history of the Schaefferstown 
Jewish Cemetery in recent developments related to this burial plot. In 





The late S. S. Farver with hardware recovered from the uncovered graves 
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May of 1955 Mr. Samuel Clark of Lebanon, representing B’nai B’rith, 
began a research project to check the historical tradition of the plot. 
Assisted by the late S$. S. Farver of Palmyra, a thorough study of the 
wall foundation and graves was conducted. The remains of five bodies 
were uncovered, but not removed. The graves of four children and 
one young adult were discovered. Considering the condition of the 
remains of the coffins and the brass handles and nails, Mr. Farver 
estimated the date of burial as not prior to 1820. The presence of 
coffin hardware indicates that it is a Protestant rather than Jewish burial 
plot. 


Would these findings then destroy the historically accepted fact that 
Schaefferstown had a Jewish cemetery and an early Jewish settlement? 
By no means. This may be a case of mistaken location of early resi- 
dents and years of repetition have made it seem factual. 


Mr. Clark has assured the author that he is convinced that the exca- 
vated plot is not a Jewish cemetery, but in no way implies that there 
is no Jewish cemetery in the locality. He further contends that, in 
view of the strict adherence to Jewish custom in spite of harsh treat- 
ment, these early traders would not deviate from the age old tradition 
which forbade use of hardware on coffins. For those who wish more 
information concerning this aspect of our history I suggest reference to 
‘Pennsylvania Archaeologist” Volume XXVII, No. 3-4 December, 
bee e: 


BARON HENRY WILLIAM STIEGEL 


One of the most colorful personalities of our community during the 
period we are commemorating was Henry William Stiegel. 


His life and character have been both condemned and glorified. As 
often happens, writers have embellished known facts to a point where 
the reader no longer realizes where fact ends and fiction begins. The 
author leans heavily on the work of George L. Heiges, whose book 
“Henry William Stiegel and Associates,” is both factual and objective. 
Mr. Heiges, a life-long resident of Manheim, has devoted much of his 
spare time to a complete study of this outstanding Colonial figure. 
Those interested in pursuing the history further would do well to read 
this book as well as visit the Hershey Museum to examine the exhibits 
of Aaron H. Tanner. 


Stiegel, with his widowed mother, Dorothea Elizabeth, and brother 
Anthony, landed in Philadelphia August 30, 1750 in the ship Nancy, 
captained by Thomas Coatern. Stiegel was neither wealthy nor was 
he anobleman. The title of ‘Baron’ was self-imposed. He was a young 
man of 21 with better than ordinary education and high ambition. 
Contrary to the opinion of many historians who maintained that he 
was born in Manheim, Germany, recent evidence in the form of a 
family devotional book indicates conclusively that he was born in the 
cathedral city of Cologne, on May 13, 1729. The mother country 
was unkind to the Stiegels. These afore mentioned records show that 
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the father, John Frederick Stiegel died on June 22, 1741. Others in 
the family, Catharine Elizabeth, Maria, Matthew Frederick, and Joanna 
Sophia died in Germany. Small wonder then that Dorothea and her 
two sons Henry and Anthony, the latter only eleven years old, looked 
forward to a new life in Penn’s colony. By 1752 the family had estab- 
lished themselves at Schaefferstown, living in a house still standing on 
North Market Street, directly across the street from the present Luth- 
eran Parsonage. During early 1752 Henry William Stiegel found em- 
ployment at the Elizabeth Furnace, near Brickerville, five miles to the 
south of Schaefferstown. The furnace had been established there 
probably in 1750 by Jacob Huber. The furnace was named for his 
daughter Elizabeth. Stiegel quickly won the favor of his employer by 
his clerical ability. Apparently the young German pleased the iron- 
master’s daughter also, for, on November 7, 1752, after less than a 
year of employment, he married the eighteen year old Elizabeth Huber. 


William Stiegel quickly learned the trade of ironmaster. Elizabeth 
died on February 13, 1758, ten days after the birth of their second 
child. On the 25th of October of the same year he married Elizabeth 
Holtz of Philadelphia. A son, Jacob, was born of this union. Stiegel 
became prosperous in the iron industry and in 1758 he, along with two 
brothers. Charles and Alex Stedman, and John Barr, purchased the 
Elizabeth furnace from Jacob Huber. About this time he became in- 
terested in the manufacture of glass and in 1762, along with the Sted- 
mans, bought the land where Manheim is now located and laid out the 
town. 
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Plaque placed in the Fountain Park by the Heidelberg Lions Club in Sept., 1960 
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Much has been written about the rapid rise to prosperity of the 
‘Baron’, and the reasons for his financial collapse in later years. How- 
ever, we are more interested in this account of his connection with our 
town. In 1760 Stiegel bought one half interest in a furnace along the 
Tulpehocken creek near Womelsdorf known as Charming Forge. Man- 
aging these two furnaces necessitated many trips through Schaeffers- 
town. A stopover place here would be convenient. Thus, in 1769 
he built the fabled ‘tower’, on Tower Hill along South Market Street. 
The site is marked by a temporary marker with a sketch of the tower 
and brief history of the ‘Baron’. You may find it by following a 
marked path from the Spring in the Fountain Park to the Original site. 
There you will read the following brief account of Henry William 
Stiegel. 





Stiegel’s Tower as it may have appeared when constructed in 1769 


Stiegle’s Tower 


This sketch is an artist’s conception of how the Stiegel Tower may 
have appeared. Constructed by Henry William Stiegel in 1769, on 
this site, for a midway stopping point between his home near Bricker- 
ville, Lancaster County, and Charming Forge, Berks County. 
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The Tower, as described on the plaque at the foot of “Tower Hill’, 
was constructed of wood, except for the foundation. It had the shape 
of the frustrum of a pyramid, being 50 feet square at the base and 10 
feet square at the top, and reaching a height of 75 feet. 


The ‘Baron’ who, by the way, was not a titled individual but merely 
adopted this rank, was the soul of hospitality. He built this castle for 
the purpose of entertaining the village folks as well as for his own 
accommodations. The interior of the castle or ‘Tower’ consisted of 
several spacious banquet halls. The structure had fallen into decay 
by the end of the Eighteenth Century. 


Legend has it Stiegel’s servants would fire a cannon from ‘Cannon 
Hill’, north of his home at the Elizabeth Furnace, when Stiegel left there 
in his ornate coach and four. The shot was a signal for the servants 
in the ‘Tower’ to prepare for their master. After being refreshed by 
a meal or a night’s lodging, or even several days of entertaining the 
local folks, a signal would be given via cannon shot to prepare Charm- 
ing Forge for Stiegel. 

Just how long Stiegel used the Tower is a matter of conjecture. 
Shortly after constructing it his many ventures, including glass manu- 
facturing at Manheim, started to suffer reverses. Partly due to un- 
settled economic conditions prior to the Revolutionary War and prob- 
ably due in part to his extravagance, he suffered financial collapse and 
great loss of prestige. In his last years he lived with his mother and 





STIEGEL GLASS 


Note the irregularities indicating individuality of hand blown glass. Not all the 
production of the Manheim Glass Works was of this type. Window pane glass 
made by Steigel was in great demand. 
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brother Anthony in Schaefferstown and taught school in a building 
still standing on North Market Street. He died January 10, 1785 at 
the age of 55. His burial place is unknown. 


As mentioned before, it is dificult to point out the exact cause of 
his failure. At a time when the pre-Revolutionary War unrest and 
British restrictions ordinarily would have encouraged people to buy 
American glass and iron, his empire collapsed. Many a business man 
has overextended his activities and his credit or as we say ‘spread him- 
self too thin’. This certainly was the case with the ‘Baron’. The ac- 
tivities at Manheim proved costly and unrewarding. For a while 
Stiegel operated on his credit. A number of men, including a Quaker 
by the name of Daniel Benezet of Philadelphia tried to avoid his finan- 
cial collapse to no avail. In late November or early December of 
1774 he was cast into debtors prison in Philadelphia. He appealed to 
the Pennsylvania House of Assembly for “AN ACT FOR THE RE- 
LIEF OF HENRY WILLIAM STIEGEL, A LANGUISHING PRI- 
SONER IN THE GAOL OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, WITH 
RESPECT TO THE IMPRISONMENT OF HIS PERSON.” 


This petition passed the House on December 23, and was signed 
by Governor John Penn on December 24th. Thus he was a poor but 
free man on Christmas of 1774 in the city of his arrival 24 years be- 
fore. In 1775 we find Stiegel living at the Elizabeth Furnace through 
the kindness of his former associates. It might be pointed out here 
that one of them, Alexander Stedman, was an out-spoken Loyalist, and 
this may have helped to undermine Stiegel’s success. 


In 1776 Robert Coleman took lease to the Elizabeth Furnace and 
in 1777 had among his employees 70 Hessians who had been captured 
at Trenton in the famous Christmas Battle. For the services of these 
prisoners Mr. Coleman paid the Continental Congress thirty-two to 
forty-five shillings per month for each soldier. His payments were 
made in munitions, probably cannon. Coleman later bought their 
freedom for thirty pounds each (about $80.00). These prisoners, 
probably under Stiegel’s direction, dug a ditch, still visible today, 
from the ‘Sagelock’ to the Elizabeth Furnace to provide additional 
water for the expanding furnace. According to the Pennsylvania 
Archives, Stiegel was a member of a company of Militia during this 
period, the 9th Battalion of Lancaster County. From this we can 
gather that he was loyal to the Cause of the Colonies. 


In April of 1779 the destitute Stiegel was given permission to live 
temporarily in the Parsonage of the Brickerville Lutheran Church. He 
supported his family by teaching in the Brickerville Church School. 


On April 17, 1780 the family returned to Schaefferstown. For a 
while they lived in the Tower, now a decaying symbol of brighter 
days. According to records of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Henry, 
his wife, brother Anthony and his wife took Communion on the 19th 
Sunday after Trinity, 1781. Their mother had passed away on Jan- 
uary 11th of this year. During this time Stiegel taught school in 
Schaefferstown. The school was most likely a Lutheran Church school 
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located near that Church. He later moved into the house on North 
Market Street, previously mentioned. He must have spent at least 
three of his last years here, for on August 12th, 1783, he wrote a 
letter to one, Jasper Yeates asking for assistance in collecting an old 
debt from a former business associate by the name of Smith. This is 
the last known signed paper of ‘The Baron’. His wife passed away some 
time in 1782 while visiting friends in Philadelphia. Because of pov- 
erty, Stiegel was unable to bring her remains back to this area. She 
lies in an unknown grave in that city. 


The last few years of this man’s life are shrouded in mystery. His 
death is presumed to have taken place at Charming Forge, near 
Womelsdorf, on January 10th, 1785. His burial place is unknown. 
Many unanswered questions surround his passing. Why, if he died 
while in the employ of his nephew by marriage, George Ege, owner 
of Charming Forge, would he lie in an unmarked grave? Ege was 
wealthy and he surely must have had some regard for the man who 
taught him the trade of ironmaster. Also the first Federal Census, 
taken in 1790, lists a Henry Steigle (this is the way it appeared), as a 
resident of Warwick Township in Lancaster County. Still another 
version of his last years places his death at Boiling Springs, Cumber- 
land County, at the home of another ironmaster nephew, Michael Ege. 
By a strange coincidence, the locations of graves of his mother, his 
brother Anthony and Anthony’s wife are not known. Surely these 
three must repose on our local cemetery and yet for some reason there 
is no evidence in the form of a tombstone to prove it. 


This, briefly, is the life of Henry William Stiegel. In spite of his 
short-comings he was a generous and God fearing man. The Lutheran 
Church was aided financially by him in the form of a 100 pound loan 
which he later donated to the newly built church. In November, 1773 
he donated 12 lottery tickets to the congregation with the understand- 
ing that any winnings would go to the general fund. His friendship 
and support of the famous colonial pastor, Frederick Augustus Conrad 
Muhlenberg, who served Schaefferstown, Brickerville, and other 
charges (1770 to 1773), are a matter of record. Surely we must re- 
member this man with kindness for what he has contributed to the 
history of our community and we must look with tolerance on his 
failures. His strength and weakness are found in many of us today. 
May we not judge him too harshly. 


A very interesting discovery has been made since this book has gone 
to press by Mr. Ray Bowman, curator of the Lebanon County His- 
torical Society. Mr. Bowman has been researching the Coleman fami- 
ly and has taken the following notations from the “Elizabeth Furnace” 
Time Book. 


The notations refer to making charcoal 
1792 APRIL Tu 10th Hen Stiegel & Hugh McFadden went out to 


coal 


1793 APRIL Henry Stiegel & Hugh McFadden went out on same 
date. the 16th Inst. 
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1794 APRIL 23rd Henry Stiegel, John Bear, Wiliam Condri, 
Thomas Hart, Manus Magee & Hugh McFadden went out to 
coal. 

1794 NOVEMBER 29 _ Henry Stiegel finished coaling. 

1795 June 17 Robert Smith went to coal to Stiegel. 


This evidence, together with the reference of Stiegel at Warwick 
Township in 1791 seems to substantiate the belief that he may have 
lived longer than his reputed age of 55. It could also support the 
belief of some historians that he is buried in an unmarked grave beside 
his first wife at Brickerville. 


MOSES DISSINGER 
1824-1883 
A Historic Evangelist 


A history of Schaefferstown would not be complete without an ac- 
count of Moses Dissinger. Today, without a doubt, he would be 
marked as one of the town’s characters. In an era of outspoken char- 
acters Mose was outstanding. According to a paper presented at the 
annual meeting of the Pennsylvania German Society at Reading in 
October, 1956 by a native son of Schaefferstown, Rev. Thomas R. 
Brendle, ‘Unser Mose’ was a man of deep conviction and fiery oratory. 
Stories of his evangelical fervor are numerous and ‘greftich’. 


In 1761, Eberhart and Anna Catherine Dissinger, forbears of Moses 
Dissinger, came to this country via the “Snow Squirrel” out of Rotter- 
dam. They landed in Philadelphia on October 21, 1761. Among 
their nine children who accompanied them, in addition to their two 
sons-in law, was John George Dissinger, born September 17, 1748. 
His first wife was Judith Lauser, his second Catharine Elizabeth 
Schweitzer, both of Schaefferstown. 


Because of the poverty of the family George was sold into 5 years of 
servitude after the family landed in Philadelphia. He served two years 
and after a violent quarrel with his master, ran away and found his 
way to Schaefferstown, where his parents resided. Eight children were 
born to his two marriages. The oldest, John, married Catharine Neff. 
This union was blessed with ten children: the first born, John, was the 
father of Moses Dissinger. The ancestors of Moses would appear 
thus: Eberhart, the founder of the Jine in America, George, John, 
John. Jr. and Moses (born March 17, 1824). 


Moses was hired out in his early youth for his board and clothing, 
but received no schooling. He worked for a number of years on the 
Steinmetz farm, once the property of Alexander Schaeffer, and now 
known as the Brendle farm. Rebecca, a daughter of John Steinmetz, 
became his lifelong friend. “Er had die welt gedenkt von ihrer” (He 
thought the world of her). 


When Moses was eighteen he became converted at a revival of the 
Evangelical Association which met in the building now housing the 
fire apparatus. Prior to his conversion he was a leader in the rough 
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and tumble mischief of the times and a wrestler of great ability. He 
was good natured and witty and a popular figure in the community. 
Coming home from drinking parties he would set all the dogs in the 
town howling by striking the fences with his club and with his loud 
laughter and shouting, arouse the sleepy villagers. The people awak- 
ened from their slumber would often say—‘“Sis alrecht—sis juscht der 
Mose” (It’s all right, it’s only Mose). 


Mose used to say that he had fought, and won, 17 battles before he 
was 18 years old. His last battle was the hardest. It was the battle 
with his own wicked nature. 


After his conversion he was taught to read and write by his friends, 
two of whom were his grandfather’s stepsister, Elizabeth, married to 
Abraham Brendle and Rebecca, daughter of John Steinmetz, married 
to Daniel Brendle. 


Mose took his new found religion seriously. He took an active part 
in the services of the new congregation at Schaefferstown and attended 
services in Kleinfeltersville, the birthplace of the Evanglical Church. 
Delbert Steinmetz, descendant of the Steinmetz who helped Mose to 
educate himself, has in his possession an account book showing Mose’s 
contribution to the Schaefferstown congregation. Mose felt the call to 
the ministry. He was licensed to preach in the year 1853 at the age 
of 29. A year later he was received as a preacher on trial at the con- 
ference held at Pottsville. In the year 1856, at the conference held at 
Allentown, he was ordained as a deacon and three years later he was 
made an elder. Thus for a period of 25 years he preached in the 
First Pennsylvania Conference. His appointments were as follows: 


1856 Lancaster Circuit of the Lebanon District 
1857 Lehigh Circuit of the Philadelphia District 
1858 Schuylkill Circuit of the Orwigsburg District 
1859 Re-appointed to the Schuylkill Circuit 

1860 Lehigh Circuit of the Lehigh District 

1861 Re-appointed to the Lehigh Circuit 

1862 Womelsdorf Circuit of the Lebanon District 
1863 Lancaster Circuit of the Lebanon District 
1864 Re-appointed to the Lancaster Circuit of the Lebanon District 
1865 Philadelphia Station of Philadelphia District 
1866 Re-appointed to the Philadelphia Station 
1867 Allentown station of the Allentown District 
1868 Re-appointed to the Allentown Station 

1869 Carbon Circuit of the Allentown District 
1870 Weissport Station of the Allentown District 
1871 Returned to the Allentown Station 

1872 Fleetwood Circuit of the Reading District 
1873 Fleetwood and Lyons Station of the Reading District 
1874 Pleasant Valley Circuit of the Easton District 
1875 Re-appointed to the Pleasant Valley Circuit 
1876 Slatington Circuit of the Allentown District 
1877 Re-appointed to the Slatington Circuit 

1878  Slatington Station 
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On February 26, 1879, at the conference held at Allentown he was 
given his credentials and joined the Kansas Conference. After preach- 
ing for almost four years in Kansas, he died at the age of 58. and is 
buried in Clearfield, Kansas. 


In the light of the present day high standard of ministers of the 
Gospel, some of the incidents which have been told and retold in our 
community seem crude and unbecoming a member of the clergy. One 
must remember that Mose was the product of the ‘rough and ready’ 
times and though his ministerial conduct may leave something to be 
desired, his Christian enhtusiasm and dedication might well be emu- 
lated by church members of today. 


For your entertainment and information the following ‘Mose Dis- 
singer’ stories are submitted in brief. Embellish them if you wish, but 
keep in mind that rugged citizens like Mose need no assistance from 
us, a century later, in presenting him as one of the real characters of 
our town. The author wishes to give credit to Rev. Thomas R. Bren- 
dle of Egypt, Pa. and to Delbert Steinmetz of Kleinfeltersville. Pa., for 
the preservation of these ancedotes. Material has also been borrowed 
from a biography of Mose Dissinger by Henry Stetzel of Allentown. 


One of my favorite, usually related in our native dialect, is that of 
Mose returning from Philadelphia attired in a stovepipe hat and long 
coat. When he approached his former employer, John Steinmetz, 
with a friendly greeting, John ignored him. Steinmetz was loading 
manure on a wagon and pointedly refused to acknowledge Mose. The 
‘city preacher’ got a warm welcome from Mrs. Steinmetz as she came 





Moses Dissinger as he appeared during his energetic preaching career 
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into the barnyard. She rebuked her husband for his rudeness. The 
old man replied “Mose Dissinger who worked for me and ate at my 
table I know and he was a good man: but Mose Dissinger in a high 
hat and a long coat I do not know.” Mose replied: “The Scriptures 
say that the road to Heaven is narrow and I suppose Mose Dissinger 
with his high hat and long coat can step through better than one who 
wears a broad brimmed hat and insults his friends. Thereafter they 
were friends. 


When Mose was sent to a Philadelphia charge there was some 
doubt that he could adapt himself to city ways. A prominent member 
of his new congregation gave him a new suit and a stovepipe hat to 
wear for Palm Sunday preaching. Mose confessed that he had never 
heard of Palm Sunday. However, he learned fast and preached so 
well that his benefactor came to him with tears in his eyes and told 
him to come to his store the next day for white handkerchiefs. He had 
noticed Mose used a colored one. 


At a conference, when asked how he was doing in Philadelphia, 
Mose replied “Pocket full of money, church full of people and the 
devil whipped.” 


After a series of revival meetings at Allentown Mose said, “Now 
I’m going to do something the devil never did in his life. I’m going 
to leave Allentown.” 





te 


MRS. MOSES DISSINGER 


Amelia Elizabeth Stahler, second wife of Moses Dissinger. Born May 12, 1831 
in Fogelsville, Lehigh Co. Died July 19, 1894, aged 63, at Deer Creek, Kansas. 
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Many are the stories of Mose interrupting his own sermons to per- 
sonally throw hecklers out of the church. 

On drunkards Mose said “They have noses like red pepper, ears 
like fasnacht cakes, bellies like barrels and they make faces like foxes 
eating wasps. But in spite of all this they go on drinking. They jump 
for the rum bottle like bullfrogs for red flags.” 

Mose Dissinger sometimes gave his congregation a rough time but 
he was tremendously well-liked. His fellow preachers, however, 
didn’t all agree with the popular opinion. 

Mose was always asked to preach at the Evangelical Conferences. 
Once he got the idea that the other gentlemen of the cloth were com- 





Tombstone in Clearfield Cemetery, Clearfield, Kansas. The inscription: “Moses 
Dissinger—Prediger der—Ey. Gemeinschaft-—Gest. Jan. 25, 1883—Alter—58 
Jahre, 10 Mo., 8 Tage.” 
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ing, not to hear his sermons, but to see the show. That night he got 
up before the assemblage and said: “Dear Brethren, this would be my 
text if I would preach, but this evening I am not going to preach.” 
Pausing to let this sink in he then continued. “Brethren, did you ever 
see a cat sit in front of a mouse hole watching for the mouse to come 
out? The cat was ready to jump upon the mouse but the little mouse 
did not come out. You remind me of the cat. You came here to 
hear me preach, but you will not hear Dissinger preach this evening.” 
Turning to his colleague he directed him to close the service. 


These are merely a few of the stories that have been told for years 
when “old timers” get together. For those who would learn more of 
‘der greftich bredicher’ (this forceful preacher) I suggest that they 
obtain a copy of Rev. Brendle’s book on the subject. 


THE SHEETZ MURDER 


On December 28th, 1797 a brutal murder occurred on a farm south- 
west of Schaefferstown. The crime excited this quiet community to 
a greater extent than any before or since. In a time when people 
were accustomed to violence of war and the not too distant Indian 
massacres, this crime was, none the less, shocking. The scene is laid 
on the farm now owned by Ammon Fisher. It was formerly the 
George Corl farm and at one time known as the Brendle farm. The 
same buildings stand today, now two centuries old. 


The plot has all the ingredients of a modern day thriller and in- 
volves the human weaknesses often apparent in society today, namely, 
greed and jealousy. 


Peter Sheetz, a wealthy farmer, died in 1795, leaving three children: 
Elizabeth, married to John Hauer, Francis, and Peter, Jr. His wife 
preceded him in death. By his will he bequeathed his daughter 1000 
pounds, Penn’s currency (approximately $2,660.00). Advancements 
made to her and her husband had already accounted for most of this 
legacy. The remainder of his estate, consisting of 250 acres of good 
land and considerable money, he willed to his two sons, who lived on 
the farm. Neither son was married. The elder, Francis was twenty- 
one at the time and Peter Jr. was eighteen. The will provided that in 
case of death of either son without issue, the estate would go to the 
surviving brother. A further provision by the elder Sheetz provided 
the spark that ignited one of the most violent family quarrels of the 
community. In the event of the death of both sons without issue the 
entire estate was to go to the sister, Mrs. Hauer. To the free spending 
and indebted Hauers, this provision was enough to plant the seed of 
the crime in their greedy minds. 


Francis and Peter Jr. possessed powerful physiques, but not too 
much intelligence. The boys had reputations for being outstanding 
‘rough and tumble’ fighters. Peter, in later life became famous locally 
as a handy man with his fists. Both boys had two shirts made espe- 
cially for the purpose of wearing for the fights that occurred regularly 
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at fairs or the annual Battalion days. At these affairs grudges smould- 
ering for the past year would be fought out for the enjoyment and en- 
tertainment of the participants and the spectators. One of the goals 
was to tear the shirt off the back of the opponent, hence the rugged 
‘custom made’ shirts. The boys seem to have ‘gotten around’, for 
one account tells of Peter taking on two men in Felker’s Tavern in 
Harrisburg. The affair had been well publicized and several hundred 
people gathered to see the fun. Peter whipped the first one and 
quickly dispatched the second. This was considered a great accom- 
plishment, because both opponents were powerful men and good 
fighters. Needless to say, Peter enjoyed a reputation as a great fighter 
after this episode... 

But, as mentioned before, the boys weren’t too bright. John Hauer 
played on this weakness in an effort to get his hands on the legacy. 
First he attempted to convince the brothers that their father’s ghost 
had appeared to him, greatly troubled by the inequality of the will, 
and specified that the property should be divided into three equal parts. 
The boys paid no attention to this, so Hauer dressed as a ghost and 
tried to impersonate the departed Mr. Sheetz. He entered the house 
at night and made many lamentations over his own mistake and the 
cruelty of his sons for not correcting the inequality. The young men 
were scared stiff, but not too scared to shoot in the direction of the 
apparition, whereupon the ‘thing’ took off at a great speed. Several 
other attempts of a sinister nature failed to convince the youths, but 
Hauer was hard pressed and did not give up easily. The creditors 
who went along with him while his rich father-in-law lived, now be- 
came most unkind. They insisted on being repaid. 


Now two young Irishmen appear on the scene. Patrick Donogan 
and Charles McManus came to this country on the same ship in year 
1795. Both were healthy young men, but they disdained hard work 
and figured out a way to surmount this difficulty. They decided to 
travel through the country together to find a rich man with an only 
daughter. McManus, who was good looking and had some educa- 
tion was to court and marry the girl. The plan then was to eliminate 
the girl and her parents and sell the property and share the spoils. 
They became involved with a group of cutthroats in upper Dauphin 
county and, after taking part in a murder, fled to this vicinity, to hide 
out and work as hired men. They seemed to be likable fellows and 
soon became popular in the community. No one suspected their con- 
nection with the crime and, police detection methods not being what 
they are today, lived without fear of the law. However, hired men of 
that day had to put in a good day’s work and the young men took a 
dim view of such activity. By keeping alert for opportunities they 
soon heard of the family troubles of John Hauer, and approached him 
with a rash suggestion. For a fee they would help him eliminate the 
source of his troubles. The part of their plan they did not reveal, 
however, was that after the crime they would implicate Hauer and let 
the law eliminate him by hanging. McManus, the irresistible, would 
then court and marry the widow, and after a decent interval, dispose 
of her. They would then sell the property and depart to new and 
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safer hunting grounds. The desperate Hauer agreed but asked for 
additional time, hoping to create an ‘accident’ and accomplish his pur- 
pose without fear of suspicion. His scheme played on the stupidity 
of Peter Jr. Somehow he convinced the young man that if he would 
stand upon the upper loft of the barn, having a rope with one end 
tied to a rafter and the other in a noose around his neck, he could see 
a great fortune in gold which Hauer’s brother, Solomon would bring 
him. To see Solomon and the gold he would have to lean far out. 
So far, in fact, that he would lose his balance. The plan worked, but 
the rope tore and John Hauer was foiled again. In desperation now 
he agreed to the plan of the Irishmen. They enlisted a few more of 
their Countrymen and, on the fatal night, made rendezvous at the en- 
trance of the lane in use at the west end of town. 


A light snow was falling and perhaps the fear of being tracked was 
in the mind of these would be criminals. Surely, if Hauer had any 
misgivings, his greed and impatience overcame them, for they pro- 
ceded down the dark lane on their fiendish mission. 


The day of the murder had been a busy one at the Sheetz farm. 
After ‘butchering’ all day the boys were tired. An elderly woman, 
Eva Dobler, often cleaned the house and acted as a cook for the 
young men. She did not reside at the farm, but this particular eve- 
ning she stayed over time to ‘clean up.’ Her two grandsons had help- 
ed out all day and were to accompany her home. They became tired 
and crawled under a bench behind the stove for a cozy nap. Francis 
was sleeping on this bench. Peter had already retired to his room 
for the night. 


Hearing a noise, the old lady looked around and saw a light through 
a crack under the door of the kitchen. Opening the door to investi- 
gate, she saw two masked men. She quickly closed the door and 
ran to Francis, trying vainly to arouse him. The intruders followed 
her and struck her a savage blow with a hatchet as she shook the 
sleeping man. She eluded the assassins and ran into another room. 
They shot Francis in the ear with a pistol and struck him several times 
with the hatchet. Making their way to Peter’s room, they attacked 
him there. The commotion had partly wakened him and his life was 
saved as if by a miracle. The hatchet blow directed at him was de- 
flected by a curtain pole which was part of the bed. He received a 
painful blow on the shoulder instead of a deadly blow at his head. 
Peter, now realizing what was happening, jumped from the bed and 
attacked his assailants with a chair, breaking it on the head of one of 
them. During the fierce struggle the light was extinguished and in 
the ensuing darkness Peter escaped through a window, but received a 
deep hatchet cut in his hip while making his exit. 


Peter, befuddled and frightened, headed for the barn. There he 
grabbed a pitchfork, stationed himself at the top of the barn stairway 
and yelled at the top of his voice. The housekeeper slipped out of the 
house and joined him, begging him not to shout. Perhaps his banshee 
yells frightened the criminals, for they took off without delay. Peter 
and Mrs. Dobler, in a high state of excitement, hastened to the near- 
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est house in Schaefferstown, a log structure standing where the Service 
Station is now located, at the junction of Route 501 and 897. A Mr. 
Naeff lived there at the time. Although it was late, the news spread 
quickly through the quiet village. Many men rushed to the scene, 
but none ventured into the house until Constable George Dissinger ar- 
rived. Dissinger is mentioned in another part of this book as the an- 
cestor of Moses Dissinger. He was a Revolutionary War veteran and 
a man who commanded great respect in the community. They found 
Francis unconscious and beyond the medicai efforts of Dr. Michael 
Trion. He died before morning. The grandsons of Mrs. Dobler, who 
somehow slept through all the excitement, awoke sometime after the 
murder. Finding the house in darkness, they fled in terror to their 
home. When their father saw them covered with blood, he hurried 
to the Sheetz farm. The crowd that had gathered there assured him 
that his mother was safe and informed him of the murder. While 
there was no clue to the crime, every one suspected John Hauer, He 
lived on a farm about a mile northwest of the Sheetz farm. A posse 
under the leadership of Dissinger and Henry Schaeffer, Esq., a son 
of the town founder and a very prominent citizen, quickly went to the 
Hauer farm. Although by this time it was quite late, Hauer and his 
wife had not yet retired. The kitchen stove was red hot. They dis- 
played no surprise at the late visit. Hauer seemed to have a guilty 
look, but his wife was in good spirits, and asked in a calm voice 
whether anything had happened to her brothers. When informed of 
her brother’s death she raised her hands and cried in affected sorrow. 
She informed the posse that she had long expected something like this 
to happen. Her husband and she accompanied the group to the farm. 
There Mrs. Hauer greatly shocked the assembled crowd by proceding 
at once to wash up the pools of blood on the floor without looking at 
her dying brother or asking about the missing one. 

Hauer and five Irishmen were tried for the crime. Hauer and 
Charles McManus were later hanged for the crime. The others, Francis 
Cox, Patrick Donagan, Hugh McDonough and Peter McDonough were 
acquitted for want of evidence. 

Hauer tried to convince the public that he was insane. He never 
spoke a word during his trial and tried in other ways to escape his 
fate. The “Oracle of Dauphin” of July 18, 1798, in describing the 
execution, states that Hauer went to his death without uttering a word, 
but McManus maintained to the last that he was not in the house but 
merely held the horses for°the murderers. Hauer’s body was claimed 
by his widow and lies in an unmarked grave of unknown location along 
the Lebanon road near Schaefferstown. 

Peter Sheeiz recovered from his wounds and lived to a good old 
age. He lived on the farm until his death and is buried on the Re- 
formed Cemetery. 


CANAL BOATS AND FLYING MACHINES 


The reader will undoubtedly consider this a curious combination 
and well he may, for there is no relationship except the fact that both 
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were built in Schaefferstown and are associated with the same part 
of our town. 


When the Union Canal was constructed near Myerstown in 1824 
an enterprising citizen of our town by the name of Peter Moore lived 
on the farm now owned by Franklin Wike, one block east of the Foun- 
tain Park. Mr. Moore apparently was familiar with boat construction 
and the fact that there was no water close by did not deter him from 
using his ability. He proceeded to construct canal boats here and 
take them to the Union Canal by horse and wagon. Mr. Moore is 
reputed to have constructed the first boat floated on this part of the 
canal. When one recalls that the Union Canal locks were only 8 
feet wide it is not hard to visualize the small size of early canal boats. 


Now we approach the second of the above subjects. Every com- 
munity has had its character who thought that walking was ‘for the 
birds’ and decided to emulate our feathered friends. Schaefferstown 
was no exception. This early space man remains anonymous and 
perhaps it’s better that way for the contraption never did take off, Ac- 
cording to Mr. Zerbe’s paper read before the Lebanon County His- 
torical Society in 1908 the event took place about 1850. An un- 
known German dreamed up a craft that was mounted on runners and 
wheels and had a mast, beams and yards to support huge sails. The 
inventor took it to the top of a hill in a gale hoping to fly off into the 
wild blue yonder. Like ‘Darius Greene and his Flying Machine’, it 
failed miserably. Mr. Moore, of the boat yards, assisted in the abor- 
tive take off attempt. According to Mr. Zerbe, the machine was used 
only in that first ill fated attempt and was stored for years in an old 
barn on the present site of Ralph Miller’s Jewelry store, known locally 
as Weigley’s Mansion. 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN WEEKLY EXCHANGE 


Schaefferstown at one time boasted a newspaper. Rex R. Griswold. 
a local printer, operated a printing shop in the part of the Central 
House now occupied by a barber shop. The first edition of the 
“SCHAEFFERSTOWN EXCHANGE” was published on Saturday, 
March 7th, 1896. The printing shop was known as ‘The Exchange 
Publishing Co.’ The paper sold for 1 cent per copy or 50 cents per 
year. The first edition carried local advertisement and the following 
introductory editoral: 


“To the Public—THE EXCHANGE is a new candidate for popu- 
lar favor in the field of journalism. It asks little of the public at 
present save the bare right to exist and it’s sponsors can promise little 
for it at this time beyond the fact that they will endeavor by honest ef- 
fort to make it worthy of existence. They hope in time to render it a 
means of intellectual advancement in the community and in that way 
meet a long felt need.” 


Just how long this brave little enterprise survived is not exactly 
known. The author has seen copies of March 1901. People who 
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remember the paper are of the opinion that it was in existence between 
five and six years. 


THE OLD MARKET HOUSE AND THE CHERRY FAIR 


At one time a large pavillion was located on the northern half of the 
square. The building, erected shortly after 1800 was intended to be 
used as a market house. The market never materialized. However, 
the place was used annually for the Cherry Fair, held during the 
month of June when the cherries were ripe. Counters would be piled 
with good things to eat and drink. Cherry pies, tarts, jams and cob- 
bler were featured. Other treats such as mead and small beer were 
on tap. The occasion was one of the community gatherings and merry- 
making. By selling whiskey for 6 cents a half pint, the chances of 
‘over celebrating’ were good. This frequently happened and fights 
sometimes provided lusty entertainment for the celebrants. The mar- 
ket house served no other purpose and gradually fell into disrepair. 
About 1850 it was removed. 


CANADA 


The part of Schaefferstown lying to the south of Tower Hill is 
known locally as Canada. Have you ever wondered how it received 
the name? According to a paper read before the Lebanon County 
Historical Society by Chas. M. Zerbe, Esq. in October, 1908, the 
story goes as follows: 


During the War of 1812 with Great Britian a man named Hull lived 
in that part of the town. A General by the name of Hull surrendered 
Detroit to the British at the beginning of the war. This greatly dis- 
turbed the Schaefferstown Hull and he followed events of the war with 
interest. He kept the residents of Schaefferstown informed on the 
battles of the War which took place in Canada and as a result people 
started referring to his part of town as Canada. 


EARLY RAILROADS IN THE SCHAEFFERSTOWN AREA 


The middle of the 19th century set the stage for the expansion of 
the steam railroad in America to it’s present far flung network. 


Every community in the country at one time entertained hopes of 
nearby rail facilities and Schaefferstown was no exception. 


An act of Assembly, authorizing the construction of the Lebanon 
Valley Railroad was passed on April Ist, 1836. George F. Miller, 
Samuel Rex, and Jacob Wise of Schaefferstown were among the in- 
corporators named. Schaefferstown was designated as a station point. 
Subsequent legislature eliminated the town from the road. Construc- 
tion was started from Lebanon through Buffalo Springs to Lancaster 
County. Cuts, fills and bridges are still in evidence as considerable 
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work was done on this line. No tracks were ever laid and numerous 
local people lost their investment. 


On April 24, 1852 the passage of an Act of Assembly authorizing 
the construction of a railroad from Cornwall to Phoenixville again 
raised the hopes of local citizens, but again nothing came of it. In 
1884 a surveying crew of the Pennsylvania Railroad ran a line through 
the town, but this third attempt also met with failure. Local citizens 
often speculate on what this quiet town would be like if railroads had 
ever reached this place. Growth during that period was dependent on 
rail transportation to a greater degree than it is today. After three 
abortive attempts this town, once the hub of wagon freight, was 
destined to remain a small out-of-the-way town until the advent of 
motor transportation. 


HORSE RACING 


Horses figured prominately in the history of Schaefferstown and 
horses have always brought out the sporting blood of mankind from 
the ancient Roman chariot races to the present Kentucky Derby and 
the Hamiltonians. Schaefferstown was no exception. In the early 
years of the 19th century, about 1830, a race track was established on 
the large flat field on the farm now belonging to Edwin Stauffer near 
the Sinclair Station on Route +897, one mile south of town. The 
track was located east of Mr. Stauffer’s farm buildings. Horses were 
brought from Maryland and Virginia to compete with horses from 
many parts of Pennsylvania. Betting, gambling and drinking were 
part of the affair to the enjoyment of some of the local citizens and 
the horror of others. 


It is said that one of the horses could not be ridden, but the animal 
knew the track and the rules so well that he was allowed to run without 
a rider. The boys who rode the horses were often strapped to their 
mounts. This may be contrary to modern race track rules of conduct, 
but these were the rugged wide open times of our history. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


SOCIETY FOR THE PURSUING OF HORSE-THIEVES 
AND HOUSE BREAKERS 


Not all our ancestors were God fearing and law abiding citizens. 
There must have been a crime wave in the early 1800’s and the local 
citizens took matters in their own hands to prevent further depreda- 
tions. 

In the year 1827 a society was organized in Schaefferstown under 
the above name and title, its objects being clearly set forth in town and 
vicinity. Stated meetings were four times a year in the months of 
February, May, August and November. It was in successful opera- 
tion till 1832. Its officers were: Samuel Achey, Jr., President; Henry 
Iba, Treasurer, and Abraham Rex, Secretary. Its membership was 
as follows. 


Samuel Achey, Jr. John Mace 

Henry Iba Philip Ziegler 
Abraham Rex Adam Becker 
John Steinmetz George Keener 
Jacob Hoffman Henry Miller 

John Philippy Jacob Stober 
George Moore (Miller) Jacob Missemer 
Jacob Philippy Jacob Mace 

Jacob Gockley John Moyer (Milbach) 
John Krum Peter Wolfesperger 
Adam Mock Samuel Ream 
Henry Wolfesperger Frederick Oberly 
John Spangler, Esq. John Kratzer 
Samuel Achey, Sr. Jacob Weiss 
George Trostle George Fessler, Sr. 
Leonard Strickler Peter Sheetz 
Leonard Kapp Samuel Strohm 
George Strickler (Farmer) George Bollman 
Samuel Strohm Michael Bollman 


THE SCHAEFFERSTOWN BAND 


In the latter part of the 19th century a musician, by the name of 
Augustus Stock, came to Schaefferstown from Germany. He taught 
music in this community and on March 22nd, 1870, organized what 
was known as “The Silver Cornet Band” of Schaefferstown, He also 
served as the leader for a number of years. The next leader was Dr. 
Thomas Miller, a resident of Schaefferstown, who conducted the band 
for a few years. He was very much interested in music and in later 
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“THE SILVER CORNET BAND” OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN 
Mr. Krieger and the men in his band. The band wagon in this picture was the 
property of the band. The picture was taken about 1877. 


Front row, left to right—Jacob Fetter, Trombone; Harry Snyder, Bass; Cyrus 
Blessing, Trombone; Allen Miller, Alto; Jacob Hickernell, Cornet; Milton 
Krieger, Leader; Samuel Garret, Lyre; John C. Miller, Cornet; George P. Miller, 
Drum; Jacob Bender, Bass Drum. 


Second row—John Mock, Baritone; Peter Mock, Bass; John Snyder, Alto; Cyrus 
Moore, Alto; Frank Bucks, Clarinet; Samuel Mock, Clarinet; Charles Moore, 
Piccolo; Jacob Hartman, Cornet; Jacob Bucks, Cymbals. 


years was Director of Music at St. Paul’s Reformed Church at Schaef- 
ferstown. Milton Krieger, also a resident of Schaefferstown, then 
took over as conductor until 1893 when Mr. Thomas Dissinger was 
selected as the leader. The records show that Dissinger conducted 
the band from 1893 to 1900. He was an excellent cornet player, 
and at one time directed the Mount Airy Band in Lancaster County for 
a few years. 


In 1900 Mr. C. J. Hickernell became the leader of the band. He 
served longer than any other conductor. Mr. Hickernell had studied 
music at Albright College, Myerstown. He was an outstanding cornet 
player, taught piano and all musical instruments. He also composed 
music, specializing in marches. Mr. Hickernell resigned as conductor 
of the band in 1922, and again Thomas Dissinger assumed the leader- 
ship, until 1924 when the band was discontinued. 


As we look back over the years many pleasant memories are re- 
called. The band was a chartered organization and held rehearsals 
on Monday and Friday evenings. A business meeting was held the 
first Monday of each month. ‘The organization was well supported 
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This picture was taken in 1905. The names of the members are as follows: 


Front row, left to right—Harry Moyer, Cyrus Hickernell, Paul Miller, David 
Beamesderfer, Jefferson Landis ,Samuel Mock, Charles Moore, Edwin Landis, 
William Krieger. 

Second row—Valentine Strickler, C. J. Hickernell, Calvin Reinhold, Thomas 
Dissinger, Wiliam Heinhold, John Wike, Richard Bedger. 

Third row—Jacob Hartman, James Wike, John Backenstose, Adam Ream, 
George Wike. 


C. J. Hickernell was the leader. 


financially by the community, and once a year they held a ‘fair’ or 
auction for the purpose of raising funds. It was held in the Town 
Hall. It is interesting to go through the ledger and read what took 
place at these fairs. The band members would collect items from 
business places all over the county and then chance off these items 
at the Fair. Chances sold from one to ten cents a chance. The 
young ladies usually sold these chances, and when the numbers in the 
book were all filled the articles would be chanced off. One record, on 
March 5, 1890, listed Georgie Keath as the winner of a tablecloth. 
Miss Keath recalls that Number 25 was the lucky number and that 
the chance was sold by Becky Showers. This particular Fair was 
held every evening from March Ist, to March 24th, 1890. At the 
close of the Fair an auction was held and the remaining articles were 
sold amounting to $25.50. The entire receipts from the Fair for that 
year were $491.69. 


The band met and rehearsed regularly until 1924, when it was 
discontinued. In the year 1928 a group of young boys of the town 
became interested in playing in a band. Jacob Boltz agreed to take 
charge of the group. The band was reorganized with 27 beginners, 
and once again we had a “Silver Cornet Band” in Schaefferstown. 
Some of the former members again took an interest in the band and 
eventually the organization numbered 45 musicians. With interest 
and good rehearsals we had one of the best bands in Lebanon County. 
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Jacob Boltz served as leader of the band from 1928 until 1938, when 
he became director of the Perseverance Band of Lebanon, and Mr. 
Harry Rhoades was selected to succeed him. He directed the band 
until 1941, when the organization was finally disbanded. 

Jacob L. Boltz 





The Schaefferstown Silver Cornet Band at the dedication of the P.O.S. of A. 
Hall on July 2, 1910. 


Out of town musicians were employed to help swell the band for the ocassion. 
These musicians listed as, ‘stranger’. 

Front row, left to right—Edwin Landis, Fred Strickler, Cyrus Kickernell, Paul 
Miller, stranger, Oscar Miller. 


Second row—stranger, William Blessing, William Hain, David Beamesderfer, 
Jefferson Landis. 


Third row—stranger, Harry Rhoades, Eugene Wike, Calvin Reinhold, Cyrus 
(Jack) Hickernell, Elmer Reist. 


Fourth row—stranger, John Backenstose, stranger. 


Fifth row—stranger, Harry Shimp, James Wike, Jacob Hartman, Clifford Strauss, 
Nathan Miller, Adam Trostle. 
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PATRIOTIC ORDER SONS OF AMERICA 


Washington Camp #256 Pennsylvania Patriotic Order Sons of 
America was instituted October 10, 1879 in the old Brewery buliding 
known at that time as Peffer’s Hall. The building is part of the 
Schaefferstown Garment Co. property. The charter was granted by 
the Pennsylvania State Camp October 7, 1879. The charter members 
were George W. Weik, B. Frank Zerbe, J. A. Brecht, John K. Strickler, 
F. R. Smith, Ruben Bobb, C. R. Hetrich, S. S. Uhrich, H. M. Ream, 
John H. Miller, George T. Lauser, N. S. Kalbach, W. S. Murdock, 
D. S. Smith, J. L. Graybill, C. H. Murdock, George Strickler. Landis 
S. Miller, Jeremiah Kohl, Allen Miller. 


The weekly meetings of the camp were held in the Weigley’s or 
Carpenters Hall on the northwest corner of the Town Square, the 
spot where the Schaefferstown branch of the Lebanon Valley National 
Bank is now situated. They used this hall until some time in 1855 
when they changed to the third floor of the Franklin House. 


The motto of the Order is “God, our Country, and our Order.” 
They always pay Homage to God at all meetings. Our Country falls 
next in line. A great deal of time is spent in teaching the history of 
our Country. The proper use and respect for the Flag of our country 
is taught to all members, and practiced by them. The proper work- 
ings of a fraternal order were practiced. Assistance to fellow mem- 
bers, especially in times of need is offered. In time of illness financial 
aid is offered. In the early years of the Order male nurses were avail- 
able to the members at these times. Later on this practice was discon- 
tinued. 


The Camp took the lead in the observance of Memorial Day serv- 
ices. They organized and led the Parade through the town and on to 
the local cemetery where the services were performd. There always 
was a speaker procured for the occasion, and here in this service he 
delivered his message. There is no record of the speakers, but many 
very good men were heard here by the local as well as the friends 
who came for the occasion. After the services were completed the 
Parade continued to the Fountain Park where the First Picnic of the 
year was conducted. Many other organizations of the town joined in 
the parade. The local band: the Schaefferstown Silver Cornet Band 
furnished the music for the parade and for the picnic. This day was 
a meeting day for many folks who had moved out of town. 


The weekly meetings of the camp were well attended. There was 
not much entertainment in town so this was one way of spending an 
evening. The camp organized an initiation team to be used at numer- 
ous times to bring new members into the camp. Their first duty was 
to memorize their part of the initiation services. Much time was spent 
by the members in the preparation for the work ahead. The camp 
had in the years of its service several teams. Their services were avail- 
able to other camps in the County. At one time it was not unusual 
for camps to exchange teams for this service. It helped the members 
to become acquainted with men from other camps. The membership 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 . 65 


grew steadily and by 1898 when Mr. Brendle wrote the history of 
Schaefferstown it was well over 100. About this time the camp pur- 
chased property on North Market Street and started plans for their 
own building. With this project before them they worked hard in 
every way and kept increasing their membership too. Before the build- 
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The charter of the P. O. S. of A. was granted by the State Camp, October 7, 1897 
and presented to the Camp, October 10, 1897. 
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ing was completed in 1909 their membership had passed the 150 mark. 
Then with this modern building as the center of entertainment it be- 
came an inducement for more members to become a part of this 
growing organization. By 1919 the membership had passed 200. But 
with the passing of World War I and more modern transportation for 
people to seek other entertainment the local organization started to 
lose ground. The decline was almost as steady as its growth, its 
membership today is less than the 20 it started with in 1879. 


The P. O. S. of A. Hall, as their new building was known, was of 
limestone with a sandstone trim. The walls were thick and the tim- 
bers were stout. The roof was of slate and is still on the building. The 
top floor was divided into several rooms. The large room on the 
west end was the main meeting room. There were several small rooms 
that were used by organizations for the storing of their property. There 
was a room on the southeast corner that was used for some time as 
a public reading room or, one might say, the fore runner of a public 
library. In the late 1920s this room was used by the local High 
School as a Home Economics class room. They continued using this 
room until their building on North Carpenter Street was completed in 
LOSG, 


The large meeting room was used by the camp for their meetings 
and was also used by the Ladies of the Order, The Patriotic Order 





Contractor for P. O. S. of A. Hall—Benjamin Hartman. 
Trustees for P. O. S. of AA—Harry Moyer, John Henry Hickernell, Rex Weigley. 
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of America. They were organized after the men and worked in the 
same line. It was with the combined work of the two camps that the 
progress was made. Their membership grew and then declined about 
the same as the men’s camp. They disbanded on June 5, 1961. 


Another fraternal order to use the meeting room was the Knights of 
the Golden Eagle. It seems that their growth and decline followed 
the same pattern as the other orders. They had organized a ladies 
group too and it met here in the Hall. It was short lived however and 
its members transferred to other groups. 


Other groups that used the meeting room were the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Heidelberg Grange. 


The main floor of the building was for public entertainment. The 
stage on the west end of the room was raised above the main floor 
and was used for many affairs. Here many Home Talent Plays were 
presented by many organizations of the town. Among them were Local 





no EO 


P. O. S. of A. building on North Market Street. Dedicated July 2, 1910 
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Some of the members of the Ladies Camp taken in the meeting room after 
their regular meeting. 


Front row, left to right—Ira Houser Brunner, Lizzie Hammer Matthews, Rebecca 
Mock Krall, Beulah Krumbine Ulrich, Hattie Hickernell Ruth, Mary Fetter 
Stohler, Kate Corl, Francis Fetter Hewitt. 


Second row—Alice Miller Sechrist, Lizzie Trostle Fetter, Lizzie Sanders, Rebecca 
Dissinger Patterson, Lydia Bachman Schaeffer, Ida Kline Becker, Minnie Weid- 
man Edris, Lizzie Dissinger Strickler. 


Last row—Annie Kulp Bair, Ida Becker Hetrich, Ida Backenstose Reist, Cora 
Bender Miller, Mary Houser Snyder, Emma Backenstose Schaeffer, Lydia Lausch 
Krumbine, Sallie Moyer Beamesderfer. 


School, Fire Co., Heidelberg Grange, Church Groups and others. 
Many local folks can recall starring or just helping in these produc- 
tions. The local Band held their indoor concerts here. The band and 
the Fire Co. used the hall for their indoor Fairs. At the Fairs they had 
entertainment from the stage, games of chance at the booths, dancing 
on the floor and food for sale either in the basement or at a special 
booth just off the floor. At different times there were dances held here 
too. Local as well as out of town orchestras were called on for music. 


Before the Hall was built silent movies were brought into town, but 
now the hall was equipped for these movies. It was not long until 
some of our local men became interested in running these movies. 
Three of them: Rex Weigly, Harry Moyer, and Alvin Binner started on 
this new enterprise but it soon dwindled down to one man. Rex 
Weigley kept the movies going until the sound movies in the neighbor- 
ing communities forced him to close down. Some of the operators that 
were employed were Luther Plasterer, Mark Mock and Ray Rhoads. 
Mark Mock continued in this line of work until about a year ago. As 
you will remember there always was someone at the piano during the 
show not only to drown out the sound of the projector but also to get 
the audience into the right frame of mind for the proper enjoyment of 
the pictures. The art of changing to the proper type of music was 
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achieved by Harry Illgenfritz, Marie Zerbe Winneshiek, Sadie Bair 
Stewart, Clytie Krall Lane, Annie Beamesderfer, Ida Dissinger Mull, 
Ruth Beamesderfer Skewis, Beatrice Mann Reinhold, Edna Keener, 
Grace Keener Zerbe. 


Later, sound movies were brought into town again by some- 
one from Reading. During the summer months they were shown on 
the Fire Co. grounds but during the cool weather they were shown in 
the hall. This was discontinued some time in 1946. 


During 1947 and 1948 The General Cigar Co. made use of this 
room for processing tobacco. This was a project to help relieve the 
unemployment situation in the community. 


The basement of the building was divided into several rooms. The 
room on the north side of the building was the furnace room with two 
large hot air furnaces. These were used to heat the entertainment hall 
as well as the meeting room on the top floor. The room on the 
southwest side was used for a restaurant. The proprietors changed 
several times: William Hartman, Lizzie and Ammon Corl, William G. 





Samuel Evans joined the Camp in 1880 and was an active member of the Camp 
and also of the initiation team of the Camp. This is a copy of an old tintype. 
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Hewitt, Mary and Conrad May, Harold Baker, John Brunner, and 
John Kohr. The middle room was first used as the local Post Office. 
The Postmaster was Jacob Hickernell. After his death early in 1911 
his assistant Jennie Hickernell took his position but she moved the 
office to her home on East Main Street. The room was then used by 
the restaurant. The room on the east end of the building was used 
as a shoe repair shop by Frank Beamesderfer. Later it was used for 
a short time as a barber shop. During the time that William G. Hewitt 
was the proprietor the partition was removed between this room and 
the middle room to give more room to the restaurant. The building 
was sold to Ralph Miller in 1953. 
John Hickernell 


HISTORY OF FIRE PREVENTION IN SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


Organized fire protection first became available to residents of the 
Schaefferstown area in 1831. Prior to that time protection had been a 
hastily organized bucket brigade from any source of water near the 
fire. Upon realization that an adequate means of combating fires was 
needed, the Schaefferstown Fire Engine Company was founded. A 
constitution and by-laws were adopted and a Cooper’s Patent Rotary 
Engine, known as “Victor #3,” was purchased for $275. An engine 
house was erected on the northwest corner of the Lutheran Church lot. 
Interest in the company dwindled, however, and sometime shortly be- 
fore the War Between the States, the company disbanded. 


In 1867, again seeing the need for organized fire protection. four- 
teen interested citizens submitted a petition for the chartering of the 
“Victor Fire and Hose Company of Schaefferstown,” to the Lebanon 
County Courts. Signers of the petition were: M. R. Keath, R. Weigley, 
A. V. Bucher, S. F. Reahm, Samuel Noll, D. M. Loose, G. T. Moore, 
F. S. Goshert, I. Reilly Bucher, Peter Eberly, Christian Miller, B. G. 
Dissinger, Cyrus M. Krall, and Jonathan Zerbe. A charter of incor- 
poration was granted to the company on January 7, 1868. The “Vic- 
tor Fire and Hose Company” was shortlived, surviving for less than 
ten years. 


The “Reliance Fire Engine Company” purchased Schaefferstown’s 
second piece of fire apparatus, a soda acid chemical pumper, in May 
of 1876. The engine known to the community as the “Little Giant” 
was purchased for $300 from the Chemical Engine Company of Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. Since enough funds for the total cost of the engine 
could not be raised, Dr. T. T. Zerbe of Schaefferstown financed the 
balance for the company. (The “Little Giant” engine is now in the 
possession of the Volunteer Fire Company. The engine is in working 
order and is displayed in parades by the company annually.) Having 
secured an apparatus, the company applied for and received a charter 
of incorporation on December 6, 1877. A.W. Mentzer was elected as 
president of the company. The “Reliance Fire Engine Company” 
was active until the turn of the century when Schaefferstown found it- 
self with virtually no fire protection. 
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LITTLE GIANT ENGINE 


Soda-acid hand pumper purchased in 1876 by the Reliance Fire Engine Com- 
pany. Left to right—Luther Plasterer, William Krieger, Irwin Miller, Thomas 
Strickler, and Jonathan Corl. (Photo about 1921.) 


No action was taken in establishing a new company until Septem- 
ber 5, 1909, when a group of townsmen met in a workshop on the 
South Lancaster Avenue with the intentions of again creating some 
form of organized protection. Out of this meeting developed the 
“Schaetierstown Volunteer Fire Company, Number One.” Charles T. 
Hickernell, who later became one of the founders of the Lebanon 
County Firemen’s Association, was elected the first president. Hick- 
ernell served the company in this capacity until 1948. A committee 
consisting of Dr. J. W. Keath, Alvin Binner, Samuel S. Mock, John S. 
Fetter, and Thos. J. Strickler drew up a constitution and by-laws for 
the company. These articles were adopted at a meeting in Fetter’s 
Hotel, now the Central Hotel, on March 7, 1910. 


The Volunteer Company, in 1910, decided to look into the pur- 
chase of a larger piece of apparatus for the community. Committees 
advertised for bids and had some apparatus demonstrated. Funds 
were raised by raffling off anything available to the new organization. 
Prizes ranged from a watch to a ton of coal. The company also held 
fairs in the P. O. S. of A. Hall. When bids were received, the com- 
pany realized that not enough money was available for new equipment 
at this time. Therefore, on November 13, 1911, it was decided to 
abandon the project of getting new apparatus for the time being and 
to return the “Little Giant” chemical engine to service. The job of 
repairing the engine was given to Levi K. Bair, a coachmaker, living 
on North Market Street. The “Little Giant’? was used until 1916 when 
the company purchased a fire hose carriage to be used with the fire 
hydrants installed in the town about five years earlier. (The hose 
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carriage is also in the possession of the “Volunteer Fire Company” at 
present.) 


One July 2, 1919, after the Lloyd Hetrich home and the neighbor- 
ing United Brethren Church burned to the ground, the “Volunteer” 
company realized the need for a motorized apparatus. In this major 
fire, the hose carriage was inadequate and motorized pumpers were 
called from Lebanon, Myerstown, and Womelsdorf. Three days after 
the fire the “Volunteer” company held a meeting to look into the pur- 
chase of a motorized apparatus and also to look for a suitable engine 
house. On September 9, 1919, the meeting house on Main Street of 
an Evangelical congregation was purchased from John Moyer and 
John Hoffman, the congregation’s two surviving members, for $750. 
Having secured a suitable location for an engine house, the company 
held a special meeting on October 14, 1919 to decide whether to buy 
a motorized engine. 


Seventy members attended the special meeting held in the P. O. S. 
of A. auditorium. A committee consisting of Thomas Wallace. T. J. 
Strickler, Dr. F. D. Zimmerman, Harry Rhoads, and Wililam Krieger 
described the available engines to the company. After a heated dis- 
cussion the organization decided to purchase a Triple-Combination 
500 gallon pumper and chemical engine from the Hahn Motor Com- 
pany of Hamburg, Pennsylvania, for a $6,000 price. During this time 
the company raised money by holding carnivals. After a revision of 
the company by-laws, Judge C. V. Henry of the Lebanon County 
Courts, upon the petition of John Backenstose, Thomas J. Strickler, 
and Charles T. Hickernell, granted the “Schaefferstown Volunteer Fire 
Company, No. 1” a charter of incorporation on July 26, 1920. 


During the summer and fall of 1920 the Evangelical church was 
converted into an engine house by labor offered by Heidelberg Town- 
ship residents. While the company was raising money for the engine 
house renovations and the new engine house they were helped con- 
siderably by an active ladies auxiliary. After the Hahn engine was 
accepted on November 23, 1920, the company never allowed the 
policy of improving its facilities to lag. New accessories were pur- 
chased continuously and in September of 1926, it was decided to place 
the chemical tanks and pump of the first engine on two new Hahn 
chassis to provide more maneuverability. The transfer was completed 
at a cost of $2900 to the company. In 1933, the company was host to 
the Lebanon County Firemen’s Convention for the first time. For the 
protection of the members, a Firemen’s Relief Association was or- 
ganized in 1934. 


On May 5, 1936 the company agreed to purchase a ten acre tract 
on the north side of Schaefferstown from the Schaefferstown bank. 
The tract was farmed on shares with the company as a source of in- 
come for the next three years. With donations of labor and machinery 
a baseball diamond was constructed on the grounds in June of 1939. 
The same year permanent buildings were constructed and the ten acre 
tract became Firemen’s Park. Use of the park for carnivals started 
at that time. 
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HAHN TRIPLE COMBINATION CHEMICAL ENGINE AND PUMPER 


First motorized apparatus, purchased in 1920, of the Schaefferstown Volunteer 
Fire Company. 

Satnding, left to right—Thomas Strickler, William Krieger, Raymond Horst, 
Benjamin Miller, Luther Plasterer, George Hansel, Jonathan Corl, and Morris 
Botz. 


Seated—Charles Hickernell and Irwin Miller, driver. 


In 1941, before the United States entered World War 2, the 
“Volunteer Fire Company” organized a committee for defense work. 
A siren was purchased and mounted on the engine house. The hot 
dog stand in Firemen’s Park was used as a ground observer post. In 
November, 1945, when new engines were again available, the com- 
pany decided to look into the purchase of a new apparatus. A 500 
gallon per minute pumper was bought for $8760 from the American 
La France Company of Elmira, New York. The housing of the new 
piece was held in Firemen’s Park, August 28, 1948, along with the 
dedication of a new band shell, dedicated to the veterans of Heidel- 
berg township, who had served in previous wars. The plans for the 
new band shell were drawn by company member J. Carlos Lopes. 


In continuing its service to the community, the company purchased 
the Irvin Horst property on the corner of Main Street and North Lan- 
caster Avenue for $15,000. The main building was remodeled as 
five apartments and a meeting room. The barn on the property was 
renovated for use as a community recreation building in which Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, and other community meetings could be held. 
In making these facilities available the company did not neglect its 
intended purpose, fire protection. A portable pump, a portable light- 
ing system, air masks, and other necessary equipment were purchased. 
In 1957 because of the lack of adequate water supplies for fire fight- 
ing in Heidelberg township, a 1250 gallon Reo tank truck was pur- 
chased to carry water. This truck also serves to supply water to resi- 
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SCHAEFFERSTOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY APPARATUS 
American LaFrance 500 gpm. pumper; 1250 gal. water tanker; John Bean High 
Pressure Fog unit with 1000 gal. water tank. 

Drivers, left to right—Jacob Netzley, Louis Keener, Ammon Stohler, chief driver. 


dents of the area in dry weather. On March 11, 1961, the members 
of the “Volunteer Fire Company” voted to buy a high pressure fog ap- 
paratus with a 1000 gallon water tank from John Bean Company of 
Lansing, Michigan. The unit, mounted on a Ford chassis. cost the 
company $16,000. Four thousand dollars in donations were received 
from area residents to help pay for this truck. Because of the great 
deal of use of the water tanker a late model Ford chassis was pur- 
chased in October of 1962 to replace the earlier model chassis. At 
the same time a heated garage was provided for this truck in the rec- 
reation building. The “Volunteer Fire Company” under leadership of 
the first president, Hickernell (1909-1948), and his successors Robert 
Clauser (1948-1960) and Jacob Netzley (1960-present) has provided 
Schaefferstown with the best in fire protection and other community 
services. The company’s American La France Pumper, John Bean 
High Pressure Fog truck, and water tanker, in addition to the equip- 
ment these trucks carry are capable of handling all types of fires. The 
Recreation Building and the Firemen’s Park have facilities available 
for small groups or a gathering of thousands of people. In 1963, the 
Schaefferstown Volunteer Fire Company has been established as an 
organization providing countless services to Schaefferstown and the 


surrounding area. 
6 Harry W. Sanders, Secretary 


THE HEIDELBERG COMMUNITY PICNIC 


The Heidelberg Community Picnic of many years ago was what 
we today call an old fashioned picnic made up of mostly the immedi- 
ate community in which two of the community Sunday Schools namely 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran and St. Paul’s Reformed held their annual Sun- 
day School Picnics in the Fountain Park, Schaefferstown. St. Paul’s 
always held theirs in the month of July and St. Luke’s Lutheran in 
the month of August. The picnics were always held on a Saturday. 
In the afternoon each of the Sunday Schools marched from their re- 
spective churches to the Fountain Park. 


The music for the picnics was furnished by the Schaefferstown Band, 
many games were played by the children, and there were sliding 
boards. see-saws and swings in the park those days for the children 
to enjoy. 


Free lunch was brought along by members of the Sunday School 
and placed on long tables for everyone to partake, the band members 
were always served first, then the Sunday School members and then 
any others that wished to partake. 


The band gave a concert on the band stand and also furnished the 
music for the cake walk. 


The Heidelberg Community Picnic as we know it today had its be- 
gining back in 1927, under the influence of Milton Hartman, a part- 
ner in the Umberger & Hartman General Store of Schaefferstown. 
The picnic was to be held in Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., in which 
the whole community was to have a day of enjoyment. Citizens of 
the community were contacted which led to the three Sunday Schools 
of Schaefferstown namely, St. Luke’s Lutheran, St. Paul’s Reformed 
and Zion United Brethren and the Evangelical of Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 
to take part. Some of the Committee members who helped to promote 
the event were Jacob L. Boltz, Harry F. Rhoads, Joseph Lopes, A. 
Lloyd Horst, Monroe Weik and Clifford Strauss. The picnic was 
held the third Thursday of August. 


Transportation the first few years was by trolley car on the Ephrata 
& Lebanon trolley lines, which left Kleinfeltersville traveling through 
Schaefferstown to Lebanon, and there switching on the Hershey Trol- 
ley Lines direct to Hershey, Pa. The motorman on the Ephrata & 
Lebanon Trolley was a man from Schafferstown namely, Harry F. 
Rhoads and the conductor also from Schaefferstown namely Moses 
Fetter. 


Upon arriving at Hershey Park every one went to the Park Ball 
Ground where games were being held sponsored by the four Sunday 
Schools, with Joseph Lopes master of ceremonies. Games, penny 
scrambles, peanut scrambles and cake walks were held, also gifts were 
given to the oldest person present, the youngest person present, the 
largest family present etc. 


After the lunch hour from twelve noon to one o’clock a band con- 
cert was given by the Schaefferstown Band, held on the park Band 
Shell, also an evening concert by the band. 


The expenses for the picnic were paid for by the four Sunday 
Schools treasuries. 
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The Heidelberg Community Picnic had a few years of lapse dur- 
ing the Second World War from about 1942 to 1945, when gasoline 
was rationed. During those few years a joint picnic of the community 
Sunday Schools was held in the Fountain Park, Schaefferstown, Pa. 


The profits made in those years. were set up in a checking account 
known as The Heidelberg Community Picnic, of which Emanuel H. 
Matthews was made treasurer and has been serving as treasurer to 
the present day. 


For the past several years a community picnic is held in the Fire- 
man’s Park, Schaefferstown, during the month of July on a Saturday 
for helping to defray the expenses for The Community Picnic which is 
held every year in the month of August at Hershey Park, Hershey. Pa. 


Florence Hewitt 


HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP WATER CO. 
SCHAEFFERSTOWN, PA. 


January 19, 1909 marked the beginning of the present Heidelberg 
Township Water Company. On this date a number of Citizens of 
the Town of Schaefferstown met in the High School Building (now 
the Social Rooms of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ) for the pur- 
pose of organizing a temporary Water Board and eventually supply 
the Town with Water. At this time the population of the Town was 
approximately 625. There were 62 wells from which the people were 
using water and from the old Schaefferstown Water Company, which 
meant carrying water in buckets from the two water fountains on 
Market Street to their dwellings. 


Two sources of supplies were discussed. The Sheep Hill area and 
the Gravel Hill area. The latter, known as the Hartman Springs, was 
selected. This has been the main source of supply till 1960. The 
original source of supply consisted of 4 springs, 4 other springs were 
added at a later date. It was estimated that these 8 springs had a 
daily output of 350,000 Gallons. 


The second Meeting of the Temporary Water Board was held on 
February 2, 1909. It was then decided to sell 1,000 shares of capital 
stock with par value of $10.00, each share holder being limited to 
30 shares. These stocks were sold to the citizens of Schaefferstown. 
The Temporary Board decided on the selection of the Hartman Springs 
area for the source of water. The Board then acted in the aquiring of 
options and releases. 


The third meeting of the Temporary Water Board was held on Feb- 
ruary 8, 1909. At this meeting the Stockholders cast their ballots 
electing George F. Corl, Elmer A. Reist, William Smith, David N. 
Beamesderfer, John N. Brendle, Emanuel Hammer, John S. Mock. 
Milton L. Hartman and Benjamin Hartman as directors of the Heidel- 
berg Township Water Company. The Board elected as their first 
officers George F. Corl, President: David N. Beamesderfer. Vice- 
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President; Elmer A. Reist, Secretary; and John P. Brendle, Treasurer. 
The late James H. Wike was elected as a Director and served as Treas- 
urer from 1912 to 1962. Dr. F. D. Zimmerman, Sr., served as Direc- 
tor and Vice President from 1915 to 1953, as President from 1953 
until his death in 1958. The present Board of Directors consists of 
Emanuel H. Matthews, President; Irvin W. Miller, Vice-President; 
Thomas Mock, Treasurer; Elso Rossini, Secretary; Victor G. Krall, 
Myles Hammer, and Robert Krall. 


On March 9th, 1909 the Board selected the Michigan Pipe Co. as 
the supplier of wooden pipes. The wooden pipes were installed as 
mains in 1909. Ditches on Main Street, North and South Market 
Streets and North and South Lancaster Ave. were dug by laborers at 
the rate of 12c per hour and if requested to work in the mud the rate 
was increased to 144%2c. The foreman receiving 15c per hour. 


The wooden pipe joints developed leaks which could not be stopped 
or repaired. On November, 1912 the Board purchased Universal Cast 
Iron pipes from the Central Foundry Co. of New York. Wooden 
pipes on the extreme West end of Main line were replaced with cast 
iron pipes. Most of the wooden pipes were replaced by 1915. An 
open rectangular reservoir was built immediately below the springs 
which later developed leaks. This reservoir was replaced with an 
enclosed 100,000 gallon capacity reservoir in 1922. 


The company received its Charter in February, 1910, and was In- 
corporated that same year. Because of unusual expenditures and other 
circumstances the Stockholders did not receive dividends for 33 years, 
but were occasionally assessed a certain amount to pay for running 
expenses. The Company remained intact only by the faith of the 
stockholders. 


Fire hydrants were installed throughout town in 1923. By 1931 a 
shortage of water developed due to the inefficiency of water output 
by the springs which necessitated the drilling of a well on Elmer 
Longeneckers’ property along Swamp Road, now known as route 
+897, now the property of Victor Krall. A pump house was built and 
a deep well Fairbanks Morse Pump was installed, producing 30 gallons 
per minute. A chlorinater was installed within the same building in 
1939. A reservoir with a capacity 47,000 gallons was constructed on 
the hill above the pump-house. Another shortage of water developed 
in 1950. Again a decrease of water output by the springs plus the 
increase in water consumption made it necessary to drill another well 
200 feet, North of the #41 well. This well produced another 30 gal- 
lons per minute and a Sumo Submersible Pump was installed. The 
water company began installing water meters throughout the town in 
1950 and at the present time all water consumers are metered. 


In 1959 the springs production was nil with insufficient supply from 
the two wells to meet the demand. The Board decided to drill a new 
well South of Route #897 on the property of Victor G. Krall, east of 
the butcher shop. This well produces 120 gallons per minute. A 
booster pump was installed on the main line in 1961 in order to in- 
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crease the water pressure in the lines. A 4th well 300 feet west of well 
#3 was drilled in 1962 producing 250 gallons per minute. The four 
wells are capable of producing 590,000 gallons per day. Water from 
the original springs are no longer being used, nothing but well water is 
pumped into system and reservoirs. 

Elso Rossini 


HISTORY OF THE HEIDELBERG LIONS CLUB 


This history is dedicated to the departed members of the Heidelberg 
Lions Club. 


To better understand the history of this organization, its functions, 
purposes, etc. it will help to look briefly into the history of Lions In- 
ternational. 

In the year 1912, a young man by the name of Melvin Jones sat in 
the office of his insurance company in Chicago, Illinois, when a 
friend came to him and invited him to attend dinner and meet some 
of the boys. Mr. Jones accepted and the boys turned out to be mem- 
bers of a business men’s club, and like many similar clubs, the purpose 
was “you scratch my back and I'll scratch yours,” purely a business 
purpose. 


Melvin Jones was invited to join and he did. In 1915 he was 
elected secretary of the Business Circle Club as it was called. As he 
began his job, he had a feeling something was wrong. Why, he asked 
himself, couldn’t this selfish group power be directed to unselfish 
service in other areas of community life? Pursing this thought, Mr. 
Jones started writing letters to other similar clubs throughout the 
country. Replies were very encouraging. In 1917 at the invitation 
of Melvin Jones, twenty delegates representing twenty-seven clubs 
from various parts of the United States attended a meeting in Chicago. 
At this meeting the opinion for a new service organization was unanim- 
ous. To find a name wasn’t quite as easy. It was a problem 
with each member having his own ideas. However, it was tentatively 
decided that the club be called the Lions Club. At the following two 
conventions motions were made to drop the name Lions Club and 
adopt another name. They were both defeated. Then, at the con- 
vention in 1919 someone proposed the slogan “Liberty, Intelligence, 
Our Nations Safety.” The first letters of each word spelled Lions. 
It was adopted and there was never any discussion since that conven- 
tion to change the name. At that convention also, there were clubs 
present from Canada, and on August 28, 1919, the club was officially 
named “International Association of Lions Clubs.” 


Today our motto is “We Serve” and because of this attitude of a 
few men to help those less fortunate, and to see that things needing 
to be done in a community are done, there being no prejudice as to 
race, creed or color, either world wide or individual, because men 
banded together to become strong, Lionism grew in the world. As of 
December 31, 1962 there were 16,873 clubs with 668,910 members 
in 118 countries and geographical areas of the free world. 
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About twenty-five years after the organization of Lions Interna- 
tional, interest in a Lions Club in Heidelberg Township was created. 
Ben Forney of Rothsville, a member of the Warwick Township, Lan- 
caster County Lions Club, visited the local bank and expressed the 
desire of his club to organize a Lions Club in Heidelberg Township. 
The organization of Lions International was young and naturally there 
was skepticism among the people contacted. All agreed there should 
be a service club, but Lions were practically unheard of. Mr. Forney, 
however, was persistant and after four or five visits finally got enough 
men interested to have a meeting. Two informal meetings were held 
and it was concluded now that this was a fast moving and growing or- 
ganization. Plans were finally formulated to have an organizational 
meeting, April 16, 1943. This meeting was held at the Franklin 
House in Schaefferstown. 


At this meeting there were sixteen members present that had attend- 
ed previous meetings and thirteen guests. Officers were elected to 
preside until the next regular meeting. Those present were given in- 
structions and information on Lionism. A committee was appointed 
at this meeting to make arrangements for a Charter Night. Three 





HEIDELBERG LIONS CLUB 


Front row, left to right—Elso Rossini, Harold Corl, Gerald Zook, Gordon Krall, 
President; Clarence Sattazahn, Secretary; Gilbert Geib, George Corl. 

Second row—William Krall, Jacob Netzley, Daniel Leib, Raymond Bucher, 
Victor Krall, Harvey Smith, Sylvester Miller, Emanuel Matthews, Harvey Martin, 
Cyrus Krall, Earl Horst. 

Third row—Irwin S. Huber, Harold Horst, Robert Krall, Metzger Moore, John 
Hickernell, Paul DeLong, Jay Keener, Galen Wolgemuth, Charles Huber. 
Fourth row—Harold Nolt, George Webber, Arthur Krall, Ray Horst, Russell 
Sattazahn, Clarence Horst, Irwin Miller. 

Rear row—Joseph Beamesderfer, S. Paul Welch, Eugene Davis, Lester Stohler, 
Charles Swingholm, Robert Clauser. 

Absent when picture was taken—Luke Krall, Donald Binner, Ivan Bressler, Paul 
Bright, Paul Forney, Raymond Horst, Kenneth Krall, Stanley Reedy, Marvin 
Sanders, Lowell Seiverling. 

The Club at this time has 50 members. 
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other committees appointed were Constitution and By-Laws Commit- 
tee, Finance Committee, and Membership Committee, three com- 
mittes essential to the growing club. The officers elected here were to 
become the first officers of the club. The officers were: A. E. Warner, 
President, Irwin S. Huber, Ist Vice President, George Meyers, 2nd 
Vice President; J. Carlos Lopes, 3rd Vice President; Gilbert O. Geib, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Directors elected for two years were Dr. F. D. 
Zimmerman, Sr., and Irwin Miller, directors elected for one year were 
M. L. Keener and Victor G. Krall, and Emanuel Matthews, Lion 
Tamer and Burt D. Webber, Tail Twister. 


The second meeting was called on April 29, 1943 to decide upon 
a name to be entered on the charter and become official. There was 
considerable debate as to whether the name should be Schaefferstown 
Lions Club or Heidelberg Lions Club. By vote of the members pres- 
ent it was called Heidelberg Lions Club. 


The third meeting was called May 13, 1943 and the Constitution 
and By-Laws were adopted as recorded by the committee. The date 
of May 18, 1943 was set to close the charter. 


Ten days later on May 28, 1943 the charter was officially pre- 
sented by District Governor, Amos M. Strauss. There were thirty-one 
names on the charter by presentation time. Today there are nine 
members of this group still active in the club. Four of these members 
have twenty years perfect attendance. To have perfect attendance a 
member must have attended the two dinner meetings each month or 
visited another club at one of their meetings. 


In June, 1943, three Lions attended their first state convention and 
two members the same month attended the International Convention. 





LIONS CLUB MINSTREL SHOW—1960 


The Heidelberg Lions Club Minstrel Show is an annual event. For obvious 
reasons no attempt is made to identify members of the cast. 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 - 81 


Since then, delegates have travelled to most conventions in the United 
States and foreign countries. 


Immediately after becoming organized, the Heidelberg Lions Club 
began their activities and services to the community. In June, 1943, a 
motion was made and passed to conduct their first activity. To en- 
courage the establishment of victory gardens the club sponsored prizes 
for the best gardens. It also immediately undertook the writing of 
letters to servicemen giving them the news of the community. 


In August, 1943 the club began thinking of scouting in Schaeffers- 
town. They had a member of the Scout Council explain in detail the 
requirements of a sponsoring organization. This led to the club spon- 
soring a Boy Scout Troop in April, 1944. The following September 
a Girl Scout Troop was organized. The club today sponsors three 
Girl Scout Troops, a Cub Pack, Boy Scout Troop and an Explorer 
Post. 


Another popular and early activity was the sponsoring of war bond 
drives during World War II. This was begun at the very beginning 
of the clubs history and continued periodically throughout the war. 


Of other activities throughout the years, one of the most important 
was the sight program begun the first year of the club. This is an in- 
ternational project being foremost in all Lions Clubs throughout the 
world. Soon after the organization the county clubs affiliated into 
an organization known as the Lions Sight Conservation Committee of 
Lebanon County. Heidelberg is a member of this organization. All 
sight work is done through it. This committee hires its own full time 
nurse. The various clubs are billed for the work done in their area. 
It works as follows: A case comes to the attention of a club member 
and this member reports it to the representative of the committee and 
action is taken. The club became aware of the benefit of early detec- 
tion of eye faults. In February, 1944, it purchased a telebinocular 
machine which was donated to the school for testing the eyes of school 
children. 


The school later was given a sixteen millimeter sound movie projec- 
tor and more recently, another was given them. It has at various 
times honored athletic teams with a banquet for them. It has, every 
year since its organization, presented an award to the student who has 
had outstanding scholastic achievement. It has various times enter- 
tained the faculty and senior class at banquets. 


The club was somewhat limited during the war years as to the 
amount of activities that could be conducted. In most cases needed 
material was not available. However, one of the very important 
projects of the club was conducted during war years. This was relo- 
cating and repairing the upper trough of the water company. The 
trough by accident and vandalism had been broken into three pieces. 
The location was bad because it was out where it could be hit by 
cars and trucks. Materials needed for repair were hard to get, but 
through efforts of those concerned, the trough was removed for re- 
pair. In the meantime, discussions were taking place to find a new 
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location. It was finally decided on the present location in front of 
the bank. Several months after this project, the present lights were 
placed on either side. With the shortage of materials considered, the 
club did very well during the war years in reporting twenty-two acti- 
vities to Lions International between July, 1943 and July, 1944, the 
first full year of organization. At the time of this writing, in twenty 
years, the club has completed and reported 482 activities of which 347 
have directly or indirectly benefited the community. , 


Some of the major ones reported are the playgrounds at Schaeffers- 
town and Kleinfeltersville and the bond drives during the war. The 
club has every year, since its organization, conducted the welfare drives 
and each year exceeded its goal, with the cooperation of all the resi- 
dents. The Scout Program and the Sight Program have been out- 
standing. Each year at Christmas baskets are distributed to the shut- 
ins and hospitals in the area. A party is conducted for children, and 
a Christmas Decoration Contest is sponsored in cooperation with the 
Fire Company. The Memorial Day Parade and Service are conducted 
each year as well as the Hallowe’en Parade in cooperation with the 
Fire Company. The street lights in Schaefferstown and Kleinfelters- 
ville were a project of the club. More recent activities are the erec- 
tion of street signs and the club’s part in helping to sponsor the cur- 
rent Bi-centennial. These are a few of the 482 projects reported. 


The Heidelberg Lions Club has sponsored two other clubs since 
its organization. These are the Richland Lions Club and the South 
Lebanon Lions Club. To these clubs the Heidelberg Lions Club is 
known as their parent club, just as the Warwick Lions Club is known 
as our parent club. 


The club has had the honor in its history of having three members 
serve on the District Cabinet at various times. Lion Earl Horst has 
served as District Governor one year and since then as International 
Counsellor. Clarence Horst more recently served as Deputy District 
Governor and Stanley Reedy served as Zone Chairman. 


In twenty years there have been twenty presidents, but only four 
different secretaries. Gilbert Geib served four years, Thomas Mock, 
one year, Lester Hoffmaster, four years, and Clarence Sattazahn, 
eleven years. 


Thus Lionism continues to move forward, providing fellowship, 
learning to know one another better, and working together for the 
common good of the community. If the present interest of coopera- 
tion continues and if there should be another Centennial one hundred 
years from now, there will still be a Lions Club to write about. 

Clarence Sattazahn 


SCOUTING IN SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


The Heidelberg Lions Club at the time of this writing sponsors 3 
Scout units for boys with a total membership of 82 boys and 5 Girl 
Scout units with a membership of 86 girls. In addition 28 adults are 
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registered in the Boy Scout movement, and 30 adults serve on various 
Girl Scout Committees. Through the generosity of the local fire 
company the units have been provided with an excellent meeting place 
in the Schaefferstown Fire Company Recreation Building. 


Troop +17 


Scouting for boys Troop 17 was first introduced in Schaefferstown 
in 1926 by J. Carlos Lopes, a native of Brazil. Joe, as he was known, 
was a public minded citizen and gave much of his time to Schaeffers- 
town. especially the youth of the town. In 1939 Lopes received the 
Silver Beaver Award for his contributions to Scouting in this com- 
munity and the Lebanon County Council. He served as Scoutmaster 
in Schaefferstown until 1937. 


Mr. John Reinhold was the first treasurer of the Troop Committee, 
made up of a group of the following citizens: H. C. Moyer, Thomas 
Mock. William F. Smith, C. T. Hickernell, Henry M. Huber and John 
Reinhold. Reinhold has an unbroken record of 37 years service as 
treasurer and troop committee member. This is one of the longest 
terms of service in Scouting in Lebanon County. John Beamesderfer 
served as Asst. Scoutmaster in 1934 and H. K. Beard was added to 


the Committee. Leaders of the Troop through the years were as fol- 
lows: Charles Huber, 1937, James Beard and Victor Hensel served as 
Assistants in 1939. Joe Lopes again took charge of the Troop from 
1939 to 1949. There was no troop activity during the War. In 1949 
Harold Keener served as Scoutmaster. Lester Stohler served as Scout- 
master from 1950 to 1955 with Lester Spitler as Asst. Sylvester 
Miller was Scoutmaster in 1956. S. Paul Welch was Scoutmaster from 
1957 to 1961, with Ray Horst assisting. Since that date Ray Horst, Jr. 
has led the Troop with S. Paul Welch and George (Bud) Miller assist- 
ing. The Troop Committee members are Charles H. Huber, Institu- 
tional Representative, Elso Rossini, Chairman, Dan Leib, Harold 
Horst, John Reinhold, Kenneth Krall and Sylvester Miller. The 
Troop has been sponsored by the Lions Club since 1944. 


The Troop annually enjoys a week at the Lebanon County Council 
Camp in the Blue Mountains, known as Camp Bashore. During this 
period the boys pass tests and take part in a well organized camp pro- 
gram. Water sports are especially popular with Schaefferstown boys. 
The Troop usually pays part of each boy’s camp costs with money 
raised by paper drives, candy, holly and Christmas tree sales. The 
Troop takes part in the Annual Lebanon County Jamboree in May. 
During this week-end event they compete by patrols with other Troops 
in the Tulpehocken District. Several times a year they go on over 
night hikes to a nearby woods. Many boys continue advancement in 
the Merit Badge program. Larry Stohler and H. Michael Huber hold 
the rank of Eagle Scout. Dale Zartman, a former Scout, now in train- 
ing with Pennsylvania State Police is the Neighborhood Commissioner. 
Some of the service projects of the Troop include cleaning up the 
Fountain Park each Spring, planting trees, assistng in various drives, 
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TROOP No. 17 


Rear row—H. Michael Huber, Jr., Assist. Scoutmaster; Charles H. Huber, In- 
stitutional Representative; Sylvester Miller, Troop Committee; Harold Horst, 
Troop Committee, Elso Rosinni, Chm. Troop Committee; John Reinhold, Troop 
Committee Treasurer; S. Paul Welsh, Asst. Scoutmaster. 


Second row—George Miller, Asst. Scoutmaster; Earl Saul, Gerald Keller, Stephen 
Sattazahn, Kenneth Hartman, Ray Horst, Scoutmaster. 


Front row—Paul DeLong, David Gichener, John Double, Douglas O’Roark, 
Fred Kline, Ray Horst, Jr., and Douglas Elliot. 


Absent when the picture was taken were: Troop Committee members Daniel 
Leib and Kenneth Krall, and Scouts Thomas Seubert, Delmar Houshower, Titus 
Keller, John Wike and Michael Boyer. 


feeding wild game and the Troop has at times joined searchers for lost 
persons. Association with the Troop has left fond memories with 
many boys now grown to manhood. 


Cub Scouts 


In 1954 Cub Pack 17 was organized with Sterling Smith as Leader 
and Raymond Bucher as Asst. Den mothers at time of organization 
were: Mrs. Raymond Bucher, Mrs. George Binner, Mrs. Franklin 
Zimmerman, Jr., and Mrs. Daniel Leib. The original Pack Committee 
consisted of: Raymond Horn, Russell Sattazahn, Galen Wolgemuth 
and George Miller. Charles Swingholm served as Cubmaster from 
Nov. 1959 to Nov. 1960. 


Today Paul DeLong is Cubmaster, assisted by Harry Boyer. Den 
Mothers are: Betty DeLong, Pearl Keller, Helen Crouse, Shirley 
Drewen, Suzanne Elliot. The Pack Committee includes Paul Double, 
Ted Stohler, John Sholly, Earl Crouse, Harvey Oxenrider and Charles 
H. Huber, Institutional Representative. 
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CUB PACK No. 17 


Front row, left to right—Kevin Smith, James Kemper, Robert Noll, Lynn Smith, 
Franklin Leffler, III, Lamar Boyer, Gordon Beamesderfer, Donald Swanger, 
Donald Becker. 


Second row—Robin Ream, Frederick Beamesderfer, Terry Oxenrider, Eugene 
Sholly, Craig Welch, Gregory Beamesderfer, Gene Keller, Robert Keller, 
Michael DeLong, Gary Beamesderfer, Lester Leffler. 


Third row—Shirley Drewen (Den Mother), Helen Crouse (Den Mother) Ray 
Horst (Den Chief), Paul DeLong, Jr. (Den Chief), Michael Miller, Jeffrey 
Swingholm, Ronald Hartman, Ronald Stohler, Robert Crouse, John Zeller, 
Robin Ressler, Betty DeLong (Den Mother), Pearl Keller (Den Mother). 


Fourth row—Harvey Oxenrider (Chairman, Pack Committee), Paul DeLong 
(Cub Master), Earl Crouse (Committeeman), John Sholly (Committeeman), Paul 
Double (Committeeman), Steven Sattazahn (Den Chief). 


Absent from picture: Committeemen and Leaders: Suzanne Elliot (Den Mother), 
Harry Boyer (Asst. Cub Master), Charles Swingholm (Asst. Cub Master), Theo- 
dore Stohler (Treasurer, Pack Committee). 


Cub Scouts absent from picture: Philip Royer, Arthur Sechrist. 


Explorer Scouts 


Post 17 was organized in October, 1960. This is a program for 
older boys of 14 to 18 years of age. Clarence Sattazahn has been the 
Post Advisor since it’s organization. The original committee con- 
sisted of Earl Horst, Chairman; Raymond Stohler, Eugene Davis, 
Metzger Moore, Irvin Kline and Charles H. Huber, Institutional Rep- 
resentative. The Post Committee at this time remains the same 
with the exception of Irvin Kline who has been replaced by Harvey 
Smith. 


The Explorer Scout program stresses vocational and social interests. 
The boys plan and carry out their own program with advice and 
guidance from the Post Advisor. The Post has an Emergency Service 
Program and renders service to the community in many ways. 
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EXPLORER POST No. 17 
Front row, left to right—Clarence Sattazahn, Advisor; Roy Miller, Robert Krall, 
Larry Stohler, Dennis May, Charles Swingholm, Stephen Horst, Michael Huber. 


Second row—John Enck, Clair Hess, Dennis Doster, David Davis, Guy Gernert, 
Elwood Noll, Gary Stohler, Robert Stohler, James Horst, Howard Kramer, War- 
ren Lutz, Eric Ream, John Shutter, Harry Light, David Gichner. 


Absent when picture was taken—Harry Sanders, Associate Advisor; Thomas 
Kline, Robert Leib, Jerry Davis, James Davis, Donald Meyer, Carl Meyer, Den- 
nis Moore, Donald Moore, David Beard, James Hensel, Peter Hook. John Hart- 
man, James Krall, Glen Wolgemuth. 


Girl Scouts 


THE GIRL SCOUT PROMISE 


ON MY HONOR, I WILL TRY: 


To do my duty to God and my country, 
To help other people at all times, 
To obey the Girl Scout Laws. 


THE GIRL SCOUT LAWS 


1. A Girl Scout’s honor is to be trusted. 

2. A Girl Scout is loyal. 

3. A Girl Scout’s duty is to be useful and to help others. 

4. A Girl Scout is a friend to all and a sister to every other Girl 
Scout. 

5. A Girl Scout is courteous. 

6. A Girl Scout is a friend to animals. 

7. A Girl Scout obeys orders. 

8. A Girl Scout is cheerful. 

9. A Girl Scout is thrifty. 

0. A Girl Scout is clean in thought, word, and deed. 
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These are the principles on which Juliette Low founded the Girl 
Scout Movement in Savannah, Georgia, March 12, 1912. In fifty 
years, the membership has grown to 3,500,000. The ultimate re- 
sponsibility for the Movement rests upon the volunteers, who are 
dedicated to the purpose of inspiring girls with the highest ideals of 
character, conduct, patriotism, and service so that they may become 
happy and resourceful citizens. 

When you hear the terms—“nosebag,” “Fly Up,” “Dimes for 
Daisy,” “kapers,”—you can be sure that a member of the Girl Scouts 
of the United States of America is nearby. This is only a small part 
of the terminology with which a girl becomes acquainted when she 
joins a Scout troop. Far more valuable than the terminology is the 
wide range of activities and interests that she encounters during her 
Scouting years. You may find a Girl Scout doing any number of 
things from learning to set a table and make a bed to raising a flock 
of chickens or pitching a tent. The program of the Girl Scouts is 
designed so that each girl, with her varied interests, is bound to find 
many activities that will personally appeal to her. Out of this, it is 
hoped that every girl will prepare herself in some area in order that 
she will be able to give service to others. 

Favorite activities of girls haven’t really changed much since 1930, 
when the first Girl Scout troop, the Pine Tree Troop, was organized 
in Schaefferstown by Mrs. Leon Leib and the late Mrs. J. Carlos 
Lopes, with the cooperation of the late Mrs. Karl Carmany of Myers- 
town. As they are today, hiking, camping, playing games, and sing- 
ing were very popular among the girls. The Lopes home and the 
Leib home were natural meeting places for the troop, as Mrs. Lopes 
was the mother of five daughters and Mrs. Leib had two daughters. 
Mr. Lopes, a Boy Scout leader, assisted his wife with many phases of 
Scouting for the girls. Although at that time there was no division of 
age levels, Mrs. Lopes and Mrs. Leib met with the younger girls in the 
afternoon and with the older girls in the evening. 

The first Troop Committee members were Miss Mary M. Strickler, 
Mrs. Charles Hartman, the late Mrs. John Kohl and Mrs. H. M. 
Huber. These women assisted with the troop activities during the 
meetings and with events that took the troop away from their regular 
meeting places, such as hiking and camping. They also conducted 
fund raising projects by making soups and candies, which the Scouts 
delivered to the customers. One of the Troop Committee members, 
Miss Mary M. Strickler, represented Schaefferstown on the Communi- 
ty Committee of Lebanon, an organization dedicated to developing 
and maintaining Girl Scouting throughout the county. 


Although most of the meetings were held at the home of a leader, 
the troop had rented a small building from Mr. Frank Horst as their 
“troop house.” This was maintained by the girls’ dues and a little ‘dig- 
ging’ into the leaders’ pockets. After about six months, it was de- 
cided that meeting at the homes again would be less expensive. Other 
favorites of the troop were camping at Camp Strause and weekend 
camping at the former Gosheri cabin, located in the nearby moun- 
tains. 
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Some of these first Schaefferstown Girl Scouts are still active as 
adult volunteers. They are Mrs. Joseph Matthews, Mrs. Earl L. 
Horst, and Mrs. George Boltz, who has dedicated more years to Girl 
Scouting than any other person in Schaefferstown. 


Girl Scouting continued at intervals until 1948. There are no 
available records of Scouting from that date until 1954, when the 
Heidelberg Lions Club decided to sponsor Girl Scouting. Under the 
leadership of Mrs. Robert Bomberger, formerly of Lancaster County, 
the first Brownie Troop was organized in Schaefferstown. The 
Brownie Scout program was geared to the interests of girls, seven, 
eight. and nine years old. At the same time, Mrs. Charles Eyler, 
daughter of Mrs. Bomberger, served as leader of a newly organized 





BROWNIE TROOP No. 397 


Front row, left to right—Sylvia Ann Miller, Lorna Enck, Beverly Putt, Joan 
Smith, Anita Ingram, Sandra Gingrich, Joanne Smith. 
Second row—Katherine Brown, Barcia Smith, Diane Double, Kathryn Keller, 
Colleen Smith, Crystal Ursprung. 
Third row—Barbara Binner, Linda Elliott, Cynthia Wike, Marie Meshok, Susan 
Clauser, Mary Lightner, Judy Kramer. 
Fourth row—Mrs. Clarence Sattazahn, assistant leader; Mrs. Gordon Krall, 
leader. 
Absent when picture was taken—Donna Ruhl, Kathy Bucher, Alice Griffe, 
Alicia Fox. 

Troop Committee Members 


Mrs. John Kramer, chairman; Mrs. Lloyd Grander, Mrs. Metzger Moore, Mr. 
Gordon Krall. 
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Intermediate Troop, Troop #65. Membership in the Intermediate 
Scout program was open to any girl from 10 to 14 years of age. The 
meeting room of the Fire Company Apartment Building was the 
scene of the meetings for both troops. 


In the Fall of 1956, Senior Troop +87 was organized. Mrs. Rus- 
sell Sattazahn led the troop, and the meetings were held at the Luth- 
ern Chapel or at the home of the leader. 


In November, 1957, an additional Intermdiate troop was formed, 
Troop #80. Because of the large number of ten to fourteen year old 
girls in Intermediate Troop #65, it was decided that the new troop 
would be made up of 12 and 13 year old girls, while Troop #65 
would retain the 10 and 11 year olds, or the younger Intermediate 
girls. Mrs. William Kreitzer served as the first leader of this newly 
organized Troop #80. 


It was in September, 1959, that the troops began meeting in the 





BROWNIE TROOP No. 404 


Front row, left to right—Maryanne Bucher, Linda Leedy, Cathy Grander, 
Annette Miller, Jeanette Zeller. 


Second row—Mary Louise Smith, Karen Reedy, Donna Boyer, Bonnie Krall, 
Lu Ann Sattazahn, Suzette Doster. 


Third row—Mrs. Harold Corl, leader; Mrs. Luke Krall, assistant leader. 


Troop Committee Members 


Mrs. Charles Huber, chairman; Mrs. Russell Sattazahn, Mrs. Harvey Smith, 
Mr. Harold Corl. 
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meeting room provided for the Scouts by the Fire Company in their 
newly renovated Recreation Building, located directly behind the Fire 
Company’s Apartment Building. 


By Fall, 1960, it was necessary to organize another Brownie troop, 
Troop #56, because of the large number of girls clamoring to get into 
the Scouting Program. Mrs. Gordon Krall assumed the leadership of 
this new troop. By this time, there were five active Girl Scout Troops, 
with approximately 75 girls and 25 adult volunteers participating in 
the Scout Program. 


In order to provide a quality program of Girl Scouting to all inter- 
ested girls in the United States, councils and lone troops studied the 
possibility of consolidation of councils that would provide more serv- 
ices and facilities to the troop leader and, most important, to each and 
every Girl Scout. As a result, the Lebanon County Girl Scout Coun- 
cil, of which our local troops were a part, merged with seven other 
councils in October, 1961, to form the Penn Laurel Girl Scout Coun- 
cil. This necessitated the renumbering of all troops within the juris- 
diction of the new Council. Locally, our troops were renumbered 
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INTERMEDIATE GIRL SCOUT TROOP No. 405 
Front row, left to right—Nancy Huber, Judy Hartman, Lynn Brown, Jean Zeller, 
Virginia Sattazahn, Brenda Krall. 
Second row—Claudia Howell, Deborah Stohler, Rosalie Bucher, Marie Saul, 
Diane Eshleman,JoAnn Meyer, Virginia Gingrich. 


Third row—Mrs. Paul Double, assistant leader; Mrs. George Boltz, assistant 
leader; Kathryn Horst, Cathy Firestine, Alice Horst, Dawn Labe, Marilyn 
Webber, JoLynn Webber, Mrs. George Webber, leader. 


Troop Committee Members 


Mrs. Earl L. Horst, chairman; Mrs. Franklin D. Zimmerman, Mrs. Gerald Zook, 
Mr. George Webber. 
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as follows: Brownie Troop #56 to Brownie Troop #397; Brownie 
Troop #64 to Brownie Troop #404; Intermediate Troop #65 to 
Intermediate Troop +405; Intermediate Troop #80 to Intermediate 
Troop #419, and Senior Troop #87 to Senior Troop #426. 


Prior to the consolidation of councils, the Lebanon County Council 
had been geographically divided into four areas called Neighborhoods. 
Within each Neighborhood, there is a Neighborhood Service Team. 
This Team is made up of Troop Organizers, Troop Consultants, and 
a Chairman. The members of the Service Team are Volunteers who 
give direct help to the troop leaders and troops within their own 
Neighborhood. 


In 1957, when the Neighborhoods were formed, Schaefferstown, 
Richland, and Newmanstown became the Eastern Lebanon County 
Neighborhood. The local members on the Service Team were Mrs. 
Gerald Zook, Troop Organizer, and Mrs. George Boltz, Troop Con- 
sultant. Mrs. Carl Hottenstein of Richland served as the first Neigh- 
borhood Chairman. The Neighborhood Association is made up of all 
registered adult volunteers in Girl Scouting, and holds bi-monthly 
meetings in one of the communities within the Neighborhood. In 
1960, Myerstown also became a part of the Eastern Neighborhood. 


The present local members of the Service Team are Mrs. Lowell 
Seiverling, Troop Organizer, Mrs. George Boltz, Troop Consultant, 
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GIRL SCOUT TROOP No. 419 
Sitting, left to right—-Catherine Sandrock, Sylvia Moore, Sharon Carpenter, 
Cindy Kale and Linda May. 


Second row—Carol Fetter, Janice Beamesderfer, Betty Kupp, Joanne Lightner, 
Alberta Kissinger and Deanne Miller, Asst. Leader. 


Third row—Priscilla Netzley, leader; Beth Horst, Bonita Meyer, Lynda Bach- 
man and Susan Enck. 


Missing when picture was taken: Linda Brogan, Jill Christner, Dorothy Krall and 
Jean Netzley. 
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and Mrs. George Webber, Neighborhood Chairman. Mrs. Gordon 
Krall serves as Secretary of the Neighborhood Association. 

During these recent years, the Brownies and the Intermediates and 
Seniors have participated in many community events. On December 
31, 1961, all troops joined with the local citizens in the dedication of 
the new Post Office. Some of the troops take part in the Halloween 
Parade and the Memorial Day Parade and Services. The Brownie 
Troops also take part in the annual “Burning of the Greens.” During 
the Lions Club Carnival Nights, Scouts helped in the food depart- 
ment. 

Camping is still very popular among the girls. Camp Bashore was 
a popular campsite until the consolidation of councils. Camp Furnace 
Hill is one of the three established Girl Scout camps that have been 
made available for troop camping and summer camping for Leba- 
non County girls as a result of the consolidation of councils. Some 
of the girls attend Day Camp, located north of Myerstown, during 
the summer. 

Besides camping, there are many other activities that take the troops 
away from their regular meeting places. Some of these events in- 
cluded trips to the Lancaster Television Station, Strasburg Railroad, 
Zeller’s Fort in Newmanstown, Valley View Dairy, Krystal Kleer 
Trout Hatchery, and in the past, the Seniors took an annual trip to a 
New Jersey shore point. 

Other activities that are enjoyed away from the meeting room are 





SENIOR PATROL OF TROOP No. 419 


Seated, left to right—Jane Bucher, JoAnn Horst, Bonnie Bolton. 


Standing—Mrs. Joseph Matthews, Asst. Leader; Cynthia Reedy, Joanne Beames- 
derf, Teresa Herr, Mrs. Raymond Bucher, Leader. 

Troop Committee members are—Miss Margaret Zimmerman, Mrs. Geraldine 
Hartman, Mrs. Clarence Horst, Mrs. Stanley Reedy, Mrs. James Keener, Miss 
nh png Mr. Raymond Bucher. They serve Troop No. 419 and the 
enior Patrol. 
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bicycling, roller skating, “cook outs” in Fountain Park and on the 
mountain land owned by Mr. Charles Huber, hiking and swimming. 

Many activities evolve around that part of the Promise, “to help 
other people.” Many of these projects are small acts of service, while 
others involve a great amount of time, and money, in some cases. 
The Girl Scouts participate in service projects for their home, their 
community, their country and for foreign countries. 

Annual events in which the girls participate are Fly Up, Court of 
Awards, the Council Calendar and Cookie Sale, and attending church 
services on Girl Scout Sunday. 

During th triennial celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of Girl 
Scouting, the local troops participated in events that evolved around 
the Anniversary theme—‘Honor the Past—Serve the Future.” On 
Girl Scout Sunday, March 12, 1961, special recognition was given 
to Mrs. Leib and the late Mrs. Lopes by the troops when they attended 
church services at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. The following 
year, March 11, 1962, after attending services at the Zion Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, the troops held a public Open House in the 
Fireman’s Recreation Building. 

Other activities in which the troops participated in relation to the 
theme are making favors for guests at the County Home, delivering 
food baskets and homemade cookies and candies to some of the local 
Senior Citizens, making gifts for children, and conducting an Easter 
Egg Hunt for the children of the community. 

In May, 1962, for the first time in Schaefferstown, the highest 
award in Girl Scouting, the Curved Bar, was presented to four girls 
by their leader, Mrs. Raymond Bucher. The recipients of this honor 
were Jane Bucher, Cynthia Reedy, Jo Ann Horst, and Theresa Herr. 

It was also in May, 1962, that members of the sponsoring organiza- 
tion, the Heidelberg Lions Club, became members of Troop Com- 
mittees. They were Raymond Bucher, George Webber, Harold Corl, 
and Gordon Krall. 

Presently, the Leaders are anticipating a “new look” in the Scout 
Program. Nationally, as well as locally, the words—Program Change 
—have become an important thing. In September, 1963, the wheels 
will be set into motion to inaugurate new ideas into the Girl Scout 
Program. The first change will be the formation of new age groups. 
The word “Intermediate” will be a thing of the past and will be re- 
placed by the words Junior and Cadette. The Junior age level will in- 
clude 9, 10, and 11 year olds, and the Cadettes will include 12, 13, and 
14 year old girls. The Brownies will consist of 7 and 8 year old girls 
only. The Seniors wil include the 15, 16, and 17 year olds. 

It is hoped that Girl Scouting will continue in Schaefferstown in the 
years to come. Although the change in the program will introduce 
new activities to stimulate the girls into the Girl Scouts, the major 
responsibility lies with our own citizens who are willing to give of 
themselves to help girls grow into happy and resourceful citizens in 
an organization, whose principles, the Girl Scout Promise and the Girl 
Scout Laws, will remain unchanged. 

Mrs. George Webber 
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BASEBALL 


According to all evidence obtainable to date, the first rules for 
playing baseball were devised in 1839 in Cooperstown, New York, by 
Abner Doubleday, later a general in the United States Army. He 
also laid out the first baseball field and conducted the first game of 
baseball ever played. Baseball has become our national game and 
also is very popular in this community. Since no records were kept 
on local baseball years ago, however, it is safe to assume that local 
baseball began shortly after 1839, being played as a family game in 
the back yard, at picnics, on school lots and on freshly cut hay fields. 


One of the oldest residents of Schaefferstown recalls vividly base- 
ball being played by adults at the old high school building in 1887. 
Some of the players mentioned were Moses Fetter, William Weigley, 
Charles Moyer and Thomas Neff. In the 1890’s, three men—Charles 
Hickernell, Fred Hickernell and Rex Griswold—managed the town 
team. Each player had to buy his own suit which cost about four or 
five dollars. The Hickernell brothers supplied the team with baseballs 
at a cost of $1.25 each. Games were arranged with all the surround- 
ing towns including Reistville, Hopeland, Schoeneck and Kleinfelters- 
ville, and towns as far distant as Denver, Bernville and Fredericksburg. 
Transportation was made possible by horse-drawn wagons or if a 
player was fortunate, he went in his own horse and buggy. 





Standing, left to right—Dan Corl, p.; George Mock, 1b; Dawson Hetrick, of; 
Cliff Mock, Mer.; Irwin Miller, of; Jere Steinmetz, 3b; Philip Krall, p. 
Seated—William Hewitt, of; William Krall, c; John Reinhold, inf.; John Fetter, 
2b; Thomas Dissinger, ss; Flick Brewer, c; and Kenneth Fetter, mascot. 


The picture shown above, taken about 1912 or 1913 of a Schaef- 
ferstown team, is the earliest one that could be located. They are 
proudly wearing their new uniforms, note the warm-up sweaters, 
which were just received from a Philadelphia concern. The picture 
was taken at Zerbe’s meadow, the baseball field at that time. 
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Late in the 1890’s, picnics were held by the baseball team in what 
was later known as Miller’s Park to raise money to defray expenses— 
cost of suits, bats and balls. Umpires were not paid as they were fans 
who volunteered before game time. Since local talent usually called 
balls and strikes behind the pitcher, many arguments ensued thus 
creating mayhem. One of the most honest umpires in this community 
around 1898 was Fred Carpenter. 


In the early 1900’s, the Schaefferstown Athletic Association was 
formed. This organization has sponsored baseball teams in Schaef- 
ferstown ever since. It is believed that the first S.A.A. was very in- 
formal. However, the primary reason for its formation at that time 
was to raise money to meet all expenses. By sponsoring picnics, 
which were held somewhere in the Sheep Hill area, and fairs, held on 
the second floor of Carpenter’s Hall, the third floor of the Central 
Hotel and the local P.O.S. of A. Hall, the association derived enough 
money to buy suits and later on buy a field for baseball, east of Hoff- 
man’s Dam for the large sum of $500. 





Pictured above is the baseball field in Zerbe’s meadow, one of the 
many places that baseball has been played in or near Schaefferstown. 
Many old time fans use this picture as a conversational piece, talking 
about the canvas which can be seen in the background. The two- 
piece canvas stretched along Market Street was primarily to keep the 
fans from witnessing a game free of charge and also to keep the base- 
ball game separated from the church picnics which were held in 
Fountain Park. Note St. Luke’s Church steeple in the upper left. 


Baseball has been played at various points around town. Three 
were mentioned thus far, Zerbe’s meadow, east of Hoffman’s Dam 
and the old high school lot. Other locations were: the present home- 
sites of Leon Leib and William T. Zerbe, Tower Hill, Weigley’s lot, 
North Lancaster Avenue, adjacent to John Stohler’s residence, Bren- 
del’s woods, Schaefferstown school field and finally the present base- 
ball field, Firemen’s Park. 


During the years between 1900 and 1930, Schaefferstown fielded 
many good teams. Although the team did not compete in any league, 
there was bitter rivalry established with neighboring communities. 
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One of the best teams in that era was the 1924 team. This team con- 
sisted of all out-of-town players except Charles Krall, second base- 
man, Thomas Dissinger, shortstop, W. T. Zerbe, first baseman, Irvin 
Heisey, catcher, and the managers John Hanner and Paul Strickler, 
all local favorites. The strong team played a seven-game series with 
Richland. The local nine came out on top in the final game played 
at Womelsdorf. Schaefferstown then challenged Ephrata, the Lan- 
casted County champs and defeated them 7-6 by scoring four runs in 
the last inning. The game was played on a 60-40 basis, the winners 
getting the larger share of the profits. Fans traveled to Ephrata on 
street cars. Other managers at this time not yet mentioned were 
Dawson Hetrick, Bill Hewitt, Charles Krall and Russ Heberling. 


In March of 1931, the Lebanon Valley League was formed with 
Schaefferstown being admitted as a charter member. After only two 
years in this league, Schaefferstown withdrew due to professionalism 
in the league. Other teams were paying their players with payroll 
running as high as $300 per game. The local team just couldn’t keep 
pace financially. Charles Krall was the manager for these two short 
years. Other members of the team who performed for Schaeffers- 
town in 1931 were: Guy Sholley, Frank Dissinger, Nathan Horst, 
Tom Starry, Henry Swanger, Ernie Firestine, “Snowball” Klepper, 
Howard Kahl, Ted Kleiser, G. Brown, Lee Shank and W. Light. 


Baseball was very prominent at the local high school in the early 
1930’s. This team, under the coaching of Mr. Ray Kurtz, won the 
first and last baseball division championships in the Lebanon County 
High School League for Schaefferstown High School, winning in 1932 
and 1933. The line-up for the 1932 team was Cyrus Bucher, catcher; 
Sam McQuate, pitcher; Leon Haak, pitcher and third base; Alien 
“Beb” McQuate, pitcher and outfield; John Reinhold, first base; 





1942 LEBANON-LANCASTER COUNTY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 


Top row, left to right—“Farmer” Whitman, “Bob” Gingrich, Hal Sando, Burt 
Webber, “Snowball” Klepper, and Frank Karinch. 

Bottom row—Earl Hess, “Sol” Ream, Allen Krall, “Abe” Meyer, “Laz” Yak- 
lovich and Robert Webber, batboy. 
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Morris “Solly” Ream, second base; Merle Mowry, third base; Joe 
Matthews, shortstop; Mark King and Lee Backenstose, outfield. 
Practically all of these players were on the 1933 team and many played 
on the 1934 team. Norman Brubaker who played first base and 
Chester Corl, catcher, were new players added to the second champ- 
ionship team. The 1932 and 1933 teams lost the County Baseball 
Championship to Annville High School, the Western Division crown 
bearers. 


In 1934 the local high school team completed the regular season in 
a first place deadlock with Newmanstown for the Eastern crown. In 
the playoff game, Schaefferstown tied the score at two all in the 6th 
inning, but a thunderstorm ended all play. The score reverted to the 
Sth inning with Newmanstown the new division champs by a score 
of 2-1. The storm washed out Schaefferstown’s chance for a third 
straight Eastern title. 


Joe Matthews, an outstanding infielder on these teams, played high 
school baseball for seven seasons. He earned seven varsity letters, 
starting as a regular performer when in the sixth grade. This feat will 
probably never be challenged. 


After dropping from the Valley League, Charles Krall was instru- 
mental in helping to form the Lebanon County League in 1933, 
Schaefferstown becoming a member. Three years later, this team 
lost their field due to the construction of the new high school. The 
players joined the Kleinfeltersville team for the 1936-37 seasons. In 





1952 LEBANON VALLEY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 


Top row, left to right—Leroy Schaeffer, Abe Meyer, Harry Boger, Mal Hippert, 
Wilbur Spangler, Lyle Krall, Curt Eberly and Robert Clauser, Mer. 

Bottom row—Harry Shirk, Russ Ebling, Sol Ream, George “Bud” Miller, Bob 
Bechtel and Jack Peiffer. Franklin “Spike” Zimmerman is the batboy. 
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1938-39, Schaefferstown entered the Independent League. The Leba- 
non-Lancaster County League was still another league in which the 
Schaefferstown team participated from 1940-42 and 1946. Managers 
of the S.A.A. sponsored teams from 1933-1946 were Ted Kleiser, Bob 
Beamesderfer, Charles Krall, Joe Matthews, and Burt Webber. Burt 
guided the 1942 team to the first official league championship in 
Schaefferstown baseball history. 


Schaefferstown returned to the Valley League in 1947 and has been 
represented every year through the present season of 1963. Russel 
Ebling and Frank Dissinger managed in 1947, Ebling also in 1948, 
Joe Matthews 1949, Ambrose Warner 1950 and 1951, Robert 
Clauser, Jr. 1952-1956, 1959 and 1961, Solly Ream 1957-1958 and 
1960, Raymond Strickler 1962 and Lyn Dulabohn 1963. Two of 
the Baron teams won championships since 1947. The 1952 squad 
under capable Bob Clauser, won the Valley League title, the only 
Schaefferstown team to accomplish this feat. The Barons won their 
last IS league games, adding two more successive wins to win the 
league crown before bowing out for the President’s Cup to Werners- 
ville. Winning 17 straight games is still a record untouched by the 
Valley teams, the old record of 16 straight wins was set by the Adams- 
town Hatters in 1936. Bob Bechtel (12-4) and Harry Boger (11-3) 
were the mainstays of the Baron mound staff. Bechtel completed 
every game he started, an oddity in modern baseball. George “Bud” 
Miller was the leading hitter with a .333 batting average. 

The other team to bring a trophy to Schaefferstown was the team 
of 1956, headed by Solly Ream. This team was dubbed the “Cin- 
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SCHAEFFERSTOWS'S BARONS who brought the Lebanon Valley League playoff championship back to 
Lebanon County after eight years of Berks county dominations are pictured here, 

They swept the litle series with the Rohesonia pennant winners with a 2-1 victory on Sanday for 
their fourth straight playoffs win in as many games, having previously heaten the Pioneers in the series 
opener and oie Note gencetyt in the firet poe geaten series, Ste 

As they appear left to right, Front Row — Lyn Dulahohn, Ken Reamesderfer, Clark Levengood 
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derella” team by sports writers and fans alike. Schaefferstown finished 
in third place and then proceeded to win the playoffs by winning four 
straight contests from two highly regarded teams. Schaefferstown has 
been in the playoffs many times but this team is the only team to win 
a post-season series. Neal Krall and Neil Keller led the mound corps 
as Bob Clauser led the team in hitting with a .357 batting average. 


BABE RUTH AND LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 


As recently as 1953, the S.A.A. started the Babe Ruth team which 
is played by boys ages 13-15. This year the team is entering a new 
league in connection with the American Junior Baseball program. 
During the past ten years, the Junior Barons have managed to win the 
championship in 1958 and 1960. Bob Clauser was the first Babe 
Ruth coach. George Miller then handled the reins in 1954-56 with 
Harry Netzley guiding the team from 1957-62. Harry will also man- 
age the 1963 team. 


Another organization, the Schaefferstown Lions Club, is sponsor- 
ing Little League baseball. This phase of baseball for boys ages 8-12 
was begun by the Lions in 1953. Championships were won in the 
very first year under Robert Handwerk, also 1957 with Ray Penchard 
at the helm; and 1959 under the guidance of Wilbur Spangler. Other 
coaches of the midget team were Ronald Paine and Warren Grubb. 
Joe Matthews assisted for several years. 


The S.A.A. has now sponsored many teams over a period of about 
60 years since its inception. It is an active organization devoted to 
keeping baseball alive in our community. The 1963 officers of the 
S.A.A. are: Clifford Mock, president, Ed Hartman, vice-president; 
Bob Clauser, Secretary; Neal Krall, treasurer; and Harry Netzley, busi- 
ness manager. The S.A.A. is very hopeful of fielding a winning team 
during this bicentennial year. 

Lyle M. Krall 


The author of the above account is at present coaching the ELCO 
High School baseball team (County champions in 1960 and 1961). 
He is a graduate of East Stroudsburg State Teachers College and has 
had 5 years experience in the minor league system of the St. Louis 
Cardinals. He holds the Outstanding Athlete Award of Heidelberg 
Schools. Lyle has contributed immensely to sports and especially to 
baseball in this area. 

(Gidsh ink 


THE HEIDELBERG SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION 


On January 31st, 1947, a group of citizens interested in conserva- 
tion met in the Franklin House in Schaefferstown. The purpose of 
this meeting was to form an organization to further this interest. 


It was decided to form such a group and call it the “Heidelberg 
Sportsmen’s Association.” The group was to meet once a month and 
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devote itself to the purpose of conservation and preservation of our 
natural resources and wildlife. 

One of the first steps towards this goal was the building of a 
pheasant rearing pen at the home of John Sattazahn east of the “Foun- 
tain Park.” The club received about one hundred day old pheasant 
chicks and raised them to maturity when they were released in the 
wild. The club has continued this project every year up to this writ- 
ing and hopes to continue for many more years. This has proved to be 
a very rewarding program as witnessed by the abundance of the birds 
in our area during the hunting season. 

The organization, also from the beginning, has acted as the distrib- 
uting agent for the State Game Commission in it’s efforts to restock 
the wildlife in the township. This program has resulted in thousands 
of birds and rabbits, as well as quail and turkey, being stocked. 


Another club project has been the planting of trees in the area. 
Many thousands of trees, shrubs, and multiflora plants have been 
planted with the cooperation of the Boy Scouts and landowners of the 
community. 

In addition to the above mentioned projects, the club has purchased 
many thousands of additional rabbits and pheasants for release. 


The organization, in an effort to save game during severe winter 
months, has purchased tons of corn to be distributed in the township. 


In 1953 a fish dam was built on the Harry Kline farm, south of 
town on the Hammer Creek. In this dam trout were raised from 
fingerlings to legal size and released. 


The club has kept a watchful eye on the condition of streams in the 
area and has been responsible for several investigations into sources 
of contamination by the State Sanitary Water Board. This has resulted 
in orders by this board to clean up the source of this contamination. 


The matter of bringing the conservation story to our young people 
has not been neglected and youth have always been encouraged to at- 
tend the meetings as junior members. 


The organization has never purchased any land or buildings, but 
has, instead, used as much of it’s income as possible toward it’s con- 
servation goals. 


It is the sincere hope of the Association that it may continue in it’s 
program in the future as it has until the time of this writing. 
James Ginder 


FARM WOMEN OF HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 


To contribute to the power and influence of farm women, increase 
the influence of the farm home, contribute to the community activity 
of farm women, develop leadership and promote better working and 
living conditions in the farm homes of Pennsylvania is the original 
purpose for the organization of the Society of Farm Women. It had 
its beginning in Garrett, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, October, 
1914. Today there are 18 groups in Lebanon County with five of them 
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active in Heidelberg Township, namely, Groups #1, #8, #9, #10, 
and +17. 

Group #1, organized in 1940 at the home of Mrs. Harry Brubaker 
with a charter membership of 10, was the first Farm Women’s group 
in Lebanon County. Today they are under the leadership of Mrs. 
Grant Krall, President, Mrs. John Dohner, vice-president, Mrs. War- 
ren Gibble, secretary, Mrs. Paul Bucher, treasurer, and Mrs. Frank 
Reist, corresponding secretary, and hold a membership of 26 with 
one charter member still on the roll. 


In 1944, Group #8 with Mrs. Lester Hoffmaster as president was 
organized with 10 members, three of which are still active today in 
their society. Mrs. Roy Fasnacht, president in the year 1963, now 
leads a group of 25 members with the aid of Mrs. George Hickernell, 
vice president, Mrs. Leroy Krall, secretary, Mrs. Titus Keller, treas- 
urer and Mrs. Claude Wenger, corresponding secretary. 

Later in the year 1944, another group was organizing in the eastern 
part of Heidelberg Township, namely Group #9. Two members of 
Group +1 met with them at the home of Mrs. Nathan G. Dubble and 
formed another club with 11 of them continuing with the present 
Group #9. The membership has risen to a total of 26. Mrs. Harvey 
Smith, president, Mrs. Lyle Krall, vice president, Mrs. W. Ray Klein, 
secretary, Mrs. Jay Levengood, treasurer, and Mrs. Raeu Eberly, cor- 
responding secretary are the executives of the present day organiza- 
tion. 
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FARM WOMEN’S GROUP No. 8 


Seated, left to right—Elizabeth Kreider, Pearl Keller, Treasurer; Mary Hicker- 
nell, Vice President; Elsie Fasnacht, President; Arlene Wenger, Correspondent 
Secretary; Ethel Krall, Secretary; Alma Dierwechter. 

First row standing—Katie Kurtz, Gertrude Beamesderfer, Martha Hostetter, 
Margaret Shamber, Edna Weiler, Dolores Fasnacht, Hilda Rank, Edna Dull. 
Second row standing—June Horst, Earline Meyer, Pearl Trump, Sylvia Hoffman, 
Naomi Zeller, Violet Lerch. 

Not present for photo—Joyce Sechrist, Rebecca Walters, Margaret Zerbe. 
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Three years later, seven women met at the home of Mrs. Joseph 
Bomberger, Flintville and again with the aid of two women from 
Group #1, formed Group #10. In 1957, Mrs. Carlos Leffler, a 
member of this group brought honor to them by being elected county 
president. Today she leads a membership of 16 as president with 
Mrs. Lloyd Claman as vice president, Mrs. Warren Lentz, secretary, 
Mrs. Isaac Brandt, corresponding secretary and Miss Carrie Phillips 
as treasurer. 


Under the leadership of the late Mrs. Judy Castor, Group +17 was 
formed in 1949 with 25 members attending from the Kleinfeltersville 
area. Today there are 14 members including four charter members 
and are headed by Mrs. Clark Levengood, president, Mrs. Elmer 
Bachman, vice president, Mrs. Dale Matthews, secretary, Mrs. James 
Haldeman, treasurer and Mrs. Donald Wike, corresponding secretary. 


With a motto “For Happiness,” each group has within its ranks a 
Sunshine Committee who is responsible for fulfilling this motto. Some 
of the projects throughout the years have been remembering members 
when they are ill, making cancer dressings for local hospitals, fruit 
baskets for needy families and invalids. holding parties and picnics at 
the Wernersville Hospital, donations to the Good Samaritan Hospital 
Street Fair, Needlework Guild, Care packages, packages to refugees 
in Europe, providing milk for needy school children, loaning hospital 
beds to people of our community in need, giving of a prize to the most 
outstanding Home Economics student of the local high school. aiding 





FARM WOMEN GROUP No. 10 


Standing, left to right—Mrs. Garfield Swope, Mrs. Howard Staeger, Mrs. Melvin 
Shumaker, Mrs. Virginia F onderwhite, Mrs. Florence Krall, Mrs. Raymond Saul, 
Mrs. William Swinesburg, Miss Sylvia Swinesburg, Mrs. Robert Fuhrman, Mrs. 
Harry Miller. 

Seated—Mrs. Isaac Brandt, Mrs. Warren Lentz, Mrs. Carlos Leffler, Mrs. Lloyd 
Claman, Miss Carrie Phillips. 

Absent at time of picture taking was Miss Jean Claman. 
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families in time of fire, etc. Donations are also made to charity or- 
ganizations of the county. 


To re-imburse the treasuries for fulfilling this motto, the groups 
undertake projects such as serving at banquets, plant, hobby, hat, 
bake, etc. sales, birthday banks, traveling baskets, selling hand bags 
and also offerings are taken at the monthly meetings. 


Of course the members also enjoy recreation of their own by taking 
trips to places such as the Philadelphia zoo, Valley Forge, Longwood 
Gardens, shopping trips, New York City, Flower shows, Atlantic City, 
Musselman’s Applebutter factory, Masland Carpet Co., Maiers 
Bakery, Wengerts Dairy. Also each year the group entertains an- 
other group and is entertained in return. 


Meetings, which are held monthly, usually include a guest speaker. 
singer, or traveler. Travelogues to places such as Europe, Switzerland, 
Holy Land, Alaska, British Columbia, Hawaii, Bermuda, Africa, 





FARM WOMEN GROUP No. 9 


Front row, left to right—Mrs. Lyle Krall, Mrs. Jay Levengood, Mrs. Harvey 
Oxenreider, Mrs. Harold Graybill, Mrs. Harvey Smith. 

Standing—Mrs. Delbert Steinmetz, Mrs. Raymond Kintzer, Mrs. Samuel Heisey, 
Mrs. Kathryn Krall, Mrs. Raeu Eberly and son, Mrs. Luther Bennetch, Mrs. 
Luke Krall, Mrs. Harry Gibble, Mrs. Homer Balsbaugh, Mrs. John Hartman, 
Mrs. John Bollinger, Mrs. Ralph Eberly, Mrs. John Moyer, Mrs. W. Ray Klein, 
Mrs. Margaret Dissinger, Mrs. Violet Mitchell, Mrs. Harold Bollinger. 

Hidden in picture is Mrs. John Sherman. 

Absent at time picture was taken—Mrs. Mabel Corl, Mrs. Myles Hammer, and 
Mrs. Arthur Wolfe. 
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Russia, China, around the world and interesting places in Lebanon 
County have been enjoyed by these women. 


For these reasons, the Farm Women of Heidelberg Township are 
ably portraying their club song, “Brighten the Corner Where You 
Are,” and to Flora Black, founder of the Society of Farm Women of 
Pennsylvania, these women owe their tribute for an organization that 
benefits both the members and the communities of which they are a 
part. 


HEIDELBERG GRANGE +1504 
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Seated, left to right—Emma Bechtold, Flora; Gertrude Beamesderfer, Gatekeeper; 


Naomi Zeller, Lecturer. 
Standing—Leroy Shamber, Treasurer; Mrs. Margaret Shamber, Secretary; John 
Hartman, Master; Mabel Hartman, Chaplain; Violet Mitchell, Ceres; Ammon G. 
Horst, Overseer. 


Officers not present—Luther and Eva Bennetch, Asst. Steward and Lady Asst. 
Steward. 


Heidelberg Grange #1504 was organized April 1, 1912, with the 
following as Charter Members: 


Alvin Binner A. B. Horst 

Harry R. Fetter Marvin Bennetch 
Jacob Netzley John H. Bennetch 
F. B. Horst Edwin J. Hartman 
H. J. Mase John Thierwechter 
John S. Kreider J. Henry Bennetch 
E. S. Stohler Ephriam Sechrist 
Uriah B. Horst Alvin H. Bamberger 
S. H. Bomberger Hiram S. Bamberger 


George Corl Frank S. Stohler 
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I. W. Horst 

R. W. Horst 

John B. Bennetch 
Arthur Kreider 
Henry V. Bamberger 
John Mock 
Thomas Mock 
Samuel H. Imboden 
Nathan Krall 
Luther Bennetch 
Mrs. John Kreider 


> 


Mrs. F. B. Horst 

Miss Bessie Kreider 
Miss Effie Bamberger 
Mrs. Samuel Imboden 
John Wonderlich 
Adam K. Moyer 
Johathan W. Royer 
Harvey Iba 

Anna Schwear 

J. Morris Horst 
Ammon B. Horst 
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Mrs. H. K. Beard 
Mrs. S. H. Bomberger 
Mrs. Alvin H. Bamberger 


George A. Corl 
Isaac Mock 


HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT 


Heidelberg Township was formed in February 1757. The bound- 
aries of the Township at that time included Millcreek, Jackson and 
Bethel Townships. Officers of the Township at that time were: Con- 
stable, David Lebeston; Overseers of the poor, Godfrey Laudermilch 
and Michael Spangler; Overseers of the roads, John Holster and An- 
drew Sholley. These Officers served for a period of one year. 


The number of property holders in the Township at that time was 
239. In addition there were 25 freemen. Of the 239 properties, 31 
were in the village of Heidelberg, now Schaefferstown. The assess- 
ment as of 1758 was a total of 961 shillings. The non property hold- 
ers were assessed one pound each, or a total of 38 pounds. In the as- 
sessment list of 1758 the following were property holders: 


Bartel Sebaugh 
John Souder 
Phillip Erb 
Phillip Shertzer 
Christian Berhard 
Jacob Widmer 
Jacob Weaver 
George Ulrich 
Simon Lebely 
Casper Ippo 
Andrew More 
Michael Nagor 
Daniel North 
Andrew Miller 
Christian Prentz 
Peter Troowy 


Paul Gaberling 
Mathias Albreght 
John Breght 
Jacob Sander 
Peter Reem 
Frederick Stump 
Jacob Seesner 
Christian Smith 
Phillip Bousman 
Nicholas Stump 
John Tice 
Benetick Imhofe 
Adam Hildebidel 
John Carman 
Casper Whoofer 
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The Township has made great strides in the past 200 years. To- 
day the assessed valuation of the Township is $4,386,820. The total 
number of taxables is 1495. Heidelberg Township has at this time 
950 taxable properties. The amount of tax collected for Township 
purposes is $23,000. 

There are 77 miles of road in Heidelberg Township, of which the 
state maintains 25.8 miles. The Township maintains 51 miles. There 
are 3 elected supervisors, who serve a 6 year term. They are: Huber 
Fetter, President, Abram Buffenmeyer, Galen H. Wolgemuth, Secre- 
tary. Three auditors are elected for a term of six years each. Pre- 
sently serving are Emanuel H. Matthew, Harold McQuate and Charles 
H. Huber. Earl Stohler is the present Constable. He serves a six 
vear term. Clarence Sattazahn is serving a four year term as tax 
collector, and Mrs. Harvey Smith is the present assessor. John Stohler 
is the Justice of the Peace and Harry Boyer was recently engaged as 
Township manager. Henry Steiner, attorney of Myerstown is the 
Township Solicitor. The value of equipment and property owned by 
the Township totals approximately $26,000. 


During the last decade 78 homes have been erected in Heidelberg 
Township, mostly by individuals. Leon Z. Keller constructed 22 of 
these new homes in the Hillcrest development and Simon Carpenter 
has erected 12 new homes in the Waldeck area. At the time of this 
writing there are 670 voters registered as Republicans and 404 as 
Democrats. Heidelberg Township has 2627 residents, 1055 of which 
live in the town of Schaefferstown. 

Galen H. Wolgemuth 





HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS 


Left to right—Galen H. Wolgemuth, Secretary; Huber P. Fetter, President: and 
Abram L. Buffenmeyer. 
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POLITICS IN HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 


Throughout the two hundred years of our history the Schaefferstown 
area has been well represented in politics on a county and state level. 
The following list may not be complete, but represents most of those 
who served in official capacities and the year they took office. 


1790—Captain Henry Schaeffer—Associate Judge of the Courts of 
Dauphin County. 

1845—Hon. Allen P. Hibshman, Republican—Registrar of Wills of 
Lebanon County. 


1856—Hon. Cyrus E. Hoffman (R)—Member of the Legislature at 
Harrisburg. 
Registrar of Wills of Lebanon County 1896. 


1867—Benjamin G. Dissinger (R)—Prothonotary of Lebanon County. 


1870—Dr. Jonathan Zerbe (R)—Member of the Legislature at 
Harrisburg. 


1879-1880—Joseph S. Lauser (R) Associate Judge of the Courts of 
Lebanon County. Appointed by the Governor of Penna. 


1888—Dr. Thomas V. Miller (R) Sheriff of Lebanon County. 
1891—Dr. Thomas V. Miller—Deputy Sheriff of Lebanon County. 


1899-1903—Dr. Thomas T. Zerbe (R) Member of the Legislature at 
Harrisburg. 


1903—Frederick Carpenter (R) Sheriff of Lebanon County. 
1909—Dr. B. Frank Zerbe—Prothonotary of Lebanon County. 
1919—Hon. Charles T. Hickernell (R) Member of the Legislature at 


Harrisburg. 

1930—Hon. Charles T. Hickernell—District Attorney of Lebanon 
County. 

1952—Irwin S. Huber (D)—County Commissioner of Lebanon 
County. 


1956—Irwin S. Huber—County Treasurer of Lebanon County. 


SCHOOES 


THE EARLY SCHOOLS OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


Although many of the early settlers of Schaefferstown were them- 
selves uneducated, they took a keen interest in the education of their 
children. The first schools established were associated with the 
churches, both the Lutheran and the Reformed, who built dwellings 
for the master with one room reserved for the school. In these schools 
reading, writing and arithmetic were the only subjects taught. A tui- 
tion fee was charged, but, to some extent. they were charity schools. 
The books used were most elementary, and the teachers were often 
not the best. However, these schools were better than none. 


The Reformed Church School house stood at the eastern side of 
the church lot, fronting on Carpenter Street. Prior to the 19th cen- 
tury the English language was introduced and taught, sometimes ex- 
clusively and at other times in connection with German. The choice 
of language was left to the children or to the parents. It is claimed 
that the school was one of first in this part of the state where English 
was taught. The adoption of the common school system by the state 
brought an end to this school. 


The Lutheran Church School, built on a lot on Main Street east 
of Front Street, was German, first to last. The property was donated 
by Philip Erpff (Erb) by deed on October 8, 1799, for the purpose as 
set forth in the deed: “to promote the doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion and instruction of youth in useful and necessary branches of 
literature.” Among the eminent educators were Yensell. Riehm 
and Gentle. It is not known where the Lutheran school was located 
prior to 1799, but we do know that before 1770, John Nipe (Neip), 
a resident of Schaefferstown, was engaged in teaching in this school. 
which closed about the same time as the Reformed School. 


After the church schools came the common or public schools. 
Three school houses were erected in town: 


1—on the Main Street, west of Carpenter Street, two rooms 
2—on the west side of Lancaster Avenue 
3—on the north side of east Main Street 


These schools were ungraded until 1865, when four grades were pro- 
vided for. One of the most successful early teachers was Isaac Steers, 
who was considered a gifted instructor. In 1883, the local school 
board bought a lot adjoining the Reformed Church in the south for 
use of the school district and erected a handsome two-story brick 
school house, which had four rooms, two on each floor. In 1898, 
the teachers were: High School, Ira J. Light; Grammar, Miss Margaret 
M. Martin; Secondary, Mr. Irving L. Reist; Primary, Miss Helen 
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Keiser. The members of the school board at that time were: Dr. 
B. Frank Zerbe; Moses A. Fetter; N. P. Gibble; Adam Simon; John 
K. Hoffman; M. K. Sheetz. 


In 1850, some prominent men who desired better educational ad- 
vantages for their children than the common school offered made 
plans to found the Schaefferstown Academy. On April 14, 1851, an 
Act of Assembly was passed to incorporate the Academy, but nothing 
was done under this Act, and it was not until April 14, 1855, that 
another Act was passed to incorporate the Academy, for which many 
leading men in the community bought shares at $10 each. In 1855, 
the Academy was conducted in the second floor of a store on the 
south-east corner of the Square. It was not until 1857 that a two- 
story brick building was erected on North Carpenter Street, to which 
the Academy moved. The reputation of the school was excellent and 
the students were so well prepared that they often entered the sopho- 
more year of college. The curriculum embraced the Greek and Latin 
languages; Ancient and Modern History; Astronomy; English and 
Lation Composition; Mathematics, including Algebra, Geometry and 
Trigonometry; Oratory; Botany; Physical and Descriptive Geography; 
the American Constitution. A carefully selected library and some 
scientific instruments formed a part of its equipment. In 1860, when 
the war clouds of the Civil War came, the attendance fell off and the 
corporation could no longer meet its obligations. The first principal 
was Wililam Missemer, who was followed by Cyrus V. Mays, Jona- 
thon Reinsmith, and A. Carl Whitmer, who conducted the school to 
its close. 


No account of the schools in Schaefferstown would be complete 
without a word about Mrs. Emily Pelton Miller. Mrs. Miller’s father, 





This building on North Carptenter Street, which at one time housed the Schaef- 
ferstown Academy, now serves as an apartment house. 
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a huckster from Connecticut who often came to town on business, 
learned of the need of a teacher here and recommended his daughter. 
In 1837, Mrs. Miller, then Emily Pelton, came to town and opened 
a private school on the corner of Market Square and Market Street. 
Later she married George F. Miller and retired from teaching for a 
while. Although the records are not clear, it is apparent that she was 
in charge of the Select and Preparatory Departments of the Academy. 
After the Academy closed, Mrs. Miller opened a private school (Mts. 
Miller’s Select School) in a new building on Prospect Hill. This 
school, well patronized from the start, offered instruction in the com- 
mon English branches as well as in higher mathematics and the Classi- 
cal Languages, and prepared its students for the freshman year of col- 
lege. Mrs. Miller was well educated, possessed a great gift for impart- 
ing instruction, and was a good administrator. Some of her students 
thought her too strict a disciplinarian, but did not complain of in- 
justice. Great regrets were expressed when Mrs. Miller closed her 
school in 1865 after five years of existence. 


Hildegarde F. Lewis 
Bibliography: 
“A Brief History of Schaefferstown” A. S. Brendle, Esq., A.M. 


“Annals of Schaefferstown” a paper read before the Lebanon Coun- 
ty Historical Society, October 16, 1908, Vol. IV, No. 10 by Chas. M. 
Zerbe, Esq. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The first schools in Heidelberg Township were church schools 
established by the early German settlers who knew but one system 
of education, namely parochial schools. These schools were in 
Operation long before the Revolution and taught both English and 
German. We find that one Philip Erpff donated property to the 
Lutheran Congregation “to promote the doctrines of the Christian 
religion and the instruction of the youth in useful and necessary 
branches of literature.” He reserved an annual rental of twenty-five 
shillings during his lifetime. Among the list of teachers of these early 
schools we find such names as Hofius, Fitzsimmons, Long, Mohler, 
Fisher, Bricker, Green, White, Grey, Miller, Yensell, Riehm, Gettle, 
and Neip. 

The church schools continued until the adoption of the common 
school system by the State in 1834. Three schools houses were erect- 
ed in the town; one on Main Street, west of Carpenter Street, with two 
rooms; another at the eastern end of town, and the third on Lancaster 
Avenue. Four schools were established but these remained ungraded 
until 1865 when four grades were provided (for). Among the most 
successful early teachers in the public schools was Mr. Isaac Steers. 


Statistics for the year ending June 3, 1872, disclose the following: 
1. There were fourteen schools in the township. 
2. Schools were open five months of the year. 
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. There were eleven male and three female teachers. 
. The average salary for male teachers per month was $30.55 and 


for female $28 per month. 


. Number of pupils enrolled was 623. 
. The cost of teaching each pupil per month was $1.12 or $5.60 


per year. 


. The school tax levied was three mills which produced a tax of 


$1,920.14 and an occupation tax of $520, making a total of 
$2,440.14. State appropriations amounted to $312.48. 


. Expenditures: 


a. Cost of Instruction, $2,100.00 
b. Fuel and Contingencies, $276.75 
c. Others: rental, bldg. repair, $260.47 


Some figures for the school year 1961-1962: 


1. 


2. 
ve 


4. 


Nn 


The starting salary for a teacher with a college degree was 
$4,000.00. 


The school tax levied was 21 mills. 


The amount of monies received from taxes, state and federal 
appropriations was $284,835.00. 


The expenditures were $249,867.00. 
The enrollment was 600. 


. The cost of educating each pupil per year was $416.00. 





Central heating by a pot-bellied stove in an early elementary school in Schaef- 
ferstown. 
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In 1883 the local school board, composed of Cyrus Moore, Nathan 
P. Gibble, Edwin H. Kurtz, Franklin K. Ream, Samuel S. Urich, and 
Edwin S. Fetter, bought the Bair lot, adjoining the Reformed Church 
lot on the south for the erection of a handsome two-story brick school 
house. William H. Bodenhorn, Superintendent of Lebanon County 
Schools, says in a report issued June 2, 1884 ‘‘the one (school house) 
in Schaefferstown, Heidelberg Township, deserves more than a passing 
note. Its location, on elevated ground in the northern part of town, 
commanding an extensive view of the surrounding country, is one of 
the finest in the county. The building is of brick, seventy-five feet by 
thirty-three feet, two stories in height, containing four elegant rooms 
and surmounted by a cupola. The second story is arranged with 
folding doors so that the two rooms can be thrown into one, thus mak- 
ing a magnificent hall for lectures or other public entertainments. It 
is also well supplied with racks and closets and is throughout a very 
complete school-house. After the grounds are suitably improved and 
planted with shade trees, I would call it the finest school edifice in the 
county.” 


To this building a two room addition was made in 1904. It was at 
this time that the township high school was established. Its first prin- 
cipal was Dr. T .V. Miller, a graduate of Tufts College, and a son of 
Mrs. Emily Pelton Miller who opened a private school in Schaeffers- 
town as early as 1837. The first class to graduate from the new two- 
year high school in 1905 had a membership of four. Schaefferstown 
remained a two-year high school until 1911 when a third year was 
added. 





Community as a School for 55 years. 
Constructed in 1883 as a four room building, annex on left added in 1904, it 
a ae as a social hall for St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, and Sunday 
chool. 
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The Department of Public Instruction of the State of Pennsylvania 
encouraged consolidation of schools. Heidelberg Township was one 
of the first districts in the county to comply. From 1920 to 1926, the 
eight one-room schools closed: Sunnyside being the first and Binkley 
the last. 


There were two two-room buildings in the township, one was at 
Kleinfeltersville and the other one was at Reistville. In 1914 Klein- 
feltersville was replaced with a new four room brick building. This 
building was used until the spring of 1962. Reistville closed in the 
spring of 1937. 

Heidelberg schools made further progress when they added a fourth 
year to the curriculum in 1931. 


The Board of Education, June 21, 1918, was far-sighted enough to 
realize that the time would come when they needed to expand exist- 
ing facilities. They purchased 5 acres of land from Frank Horst and 
wife for $4,000.00. 


On this plot was erected the present two-story native limestone 
building. The corner stone laying was sponsored by the Heidelberg 
Township High School Alumni Association in 1936. William F. 
Krieger, a school director, Warren Hewitt and the Reverend J. Donald 
Backenstose, alumni, participated in the ceremony. The building was 
opened for occupancy September 1937. Until June 1962, the twelve 
grades used this building, since that time it has become an elementary 
center with the addition of a kindergarten for the 1963-1964 school 
term. 





School Board President William Krieger laying the cornerstone of the building 
now serving as the Heidelberg Elementary School. 





114 SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 





This building, erected in 1936 served as an Elementary and High School until 
September, 1962. Now used as an Elementary School. 


At a Special Board meeting held June 18, 1954, a Jointure resolu- 
tion was adopted. The Jointure included Heidelberg and Millcreek 
Townships and Richland Borough. Jackson Township and Myers- 
town Borough joined later. These five districts, comprising Area IV, 
built the Eastern Lebanon County Joint High School at a cost of $2,- 
540,000.00. The pupils of grades seven to twelve are transported 
daily from the individual districts to this building. 

Consolidation of the districts has enabled the Jointure to provide 
special education classes and a hot lunch program throughout the 
Jointure. The High School building includes a central kitchen from 





Entrance to the ELCO Joint School Building constructed in 1961-1962 
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which a specially equipped truck is used to carry the food to the satel- 
lite dining areas in Myerstown and Richland Boroughs, and in Heidel- 
berg and Millcreek Townships. 


The teachers in the Schaefferstown elementary building for the 
1962-1963 school term are: Alma B. Dierwechter (Moses): Lillian P. 
Dissinger (Franklin): Myra M. Geib (Gilbert): Warren G. Grubb: 
Helen D. Haak: Minerva Heller (Arthur): Charles H. Huber: Sallie E. 
Lauser: Beatrice L. Lengle (Robert): Vera Lesher (Lewelyn): Flor- 
ence Snyder: Jeanette Wike: Howard R. F. Penchard, Music Instruc- 
tor: Curtis C. Troutman, Vocal Music: Cyrus B. Krall, Supervisor of 
Elementary Education. 


Members of the Heidelberg Board of Education are: Earl L. Horst, 
President; James A. Beard, Vice President; Daniel J. Leib, Secretary; 
Howard B. Weiss, Treasurer; and Harold Bollinger. Earl L. Horst 
and Daniel J. Leib are also President and Secretary respectively of 
the Eastern Lebanon County Joint System. 


Compiled by May Wike Spitler 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 
History of Schaefferstown—A. S. Brendle. 
Lebanon County Schools, Vol. V, No. 1—Sept. 1934. 
Report of the Superintendent of Common Schools of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania for the year ending June 3, 1872. 


INFORMATION furnished by: 
Mary M. Strickler 
M. L. Keener 
The official records of the Board of Education 


HEIDELBERG ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


As community problems arise, organizations are formed to help 
solve them. Thus on June 11, 1934, sixty-two graduates of the 
Heidelberg Township High School met in the Schaefferstown school 
building, now the Social Rooms of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. 


The result of this meeting was the organization of the Heidelberg 
Township High School Alumni Association. Older alumni present 
recalled that there had been an organization before this, but that it 
had definitely disbanded. Among the records left was a Certificate 
from the Schaefferstown National Bank which showed that $13 had 
been deposited and that it had grown to $18 through accrued interest. 
This certificate was in the hands of M. L. Keener, 715, the principal 
of the Heidelberg Schools. So the new organization started where 
the first had left off, with money. 


One of the main problems of the community at that time was that 
the Township school facilities were woefully inadequate. Class rooms 
were crowded and the High School curriculum had to be enlarged to 
meet State requirements. 
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The late Harry C. Moyer, member of the class of 1906, later a 
principal of the Heidelberg schools, and at this time the Superintendent 
of Schools of Lebanon County, realized that to accomplish this expan- 
sion, required the efforts of interested citizens. One such group was 
the Alumni, many of whose children were now in the public schools. 


As a result, the present school building was built in Schaefferstown, 
with the Alumni Association sponsoring the Cornerstone laying cere- 
monies in 1936. 


When the new building opened in September, 1938, a number of 
the Alumni were members of the faculty. The Association made a 
drive for books for the new library, and 284 books and $4.75 for the 
purchase of books was the result. 


Alumni have been active in affairs of the Heidelberg community 
ever since the graduation of the first class of four members in 1905. 


When Heidelberg Township entered into the present jointure of the 
Eastern Lebanon County Joint School System, in 1954, four Alumni 
were members of the Heidelberg Board. They were Earl L. Horst, 
1938: Ira Krall, 1920; Kenneth Krall, 1939: and Daniel J. Leib. 1936. 


The Master of Ceremonies for the Dedication of the new Eastern 
Lebanon County Joint High School in November. 1962, was Earl L. 
Horst, the president of the Eastern Lebanon County Joint Board. 





OFFICERS OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


Seated—Ronald Paine, President; Mrs. Betsy Nolt, Recording Secretary. 
Standing, left to right—Peter Ginder, Vice President; Miss Mary Strickler, His- 


torian; Mrs. Dawn Keener, Financial Secretary; Mrs. Georgette Sattazahn, 
Treasurer. 
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Horst was reelected to the same position for 1963. On the platform 
for the dedication were a number of Heidelberg Alumni who are 
members of the faculty of Elco. 


Heidelberg Alumni are living or have traveled in all parts of the 
world. They are found in all of the professions as well as the other 
activities necessary for the successful operation of today’s world. 


As the Heidelberg Township High School classes ended in June 
1962, the number of men and women who had graduated in the 58 
commencements of the school numbered 811. In addition a number 
of persons completed the requirements for a Diploma after leaving 
school. 


Among the Alumni is the Rev. Miles H. Krumbine, class of 1906, 
who delivered the commencement address to the last combined senior 
classes of Milcreek Township, Richland Borough, and Heidelberg 
Township, known as Elco, in the Schaefferstown building. 


The Alumni Association has been awarding a monetary prize to 
the Senior who has attained the highest average and to the Junior 
pupil who has shown the greatest improvement from the Freshman 
year to the Junior year. They have also had the members of the 
Senior Class as luncheon guests for the banquet and business meeting. 


The Alumni Committee has been sending Congratulatory messages 
to Alumni parents on the birth of children and messages of Sympathy 
to families of diseased members. 


Since the Heidelberg High School Pupils were absorbed into the 
Elco Jointure in September 1962, the question of continuing the 
H. T. H. S. Alumni Association was discussed at the Business meet- 
ing, June 1962. It was decided to continue the organization and to 
encourage pupils whose residence is Heidelberg Township to join the 
present group. The officers were asked to consult with members of 
the Heidelberg school board about future By-laws. 


The officers elected at the organization meeting were: Warren 
Hewitt, 1923, President; Gilbert O. Geib, 1921, Vice President; M. L. 
Keener, 1915, Treasurer; Miss Mary Dissinger, 1914, Recording 
Secretary; Rev. J. Donald Backenstose, 1923, Chaplain; Miss Emma 
Bachman, 1907, Historian; and Mrs. Mary (Krall) Krall, 1922, 
Financial Secretary. 

Present officers are: Ronald Paine, 1955, President; Peter Ginder, 
1953, Vice President; Mrs. Emma Beth (Zimmerman) Nolt, 1957, 
Recording Secretary; Mrs. Dawn (Miller) Keener, 1952, Financial 
Secretary; Mrs. Georgette (Corl) Sattazahn, 1946, Treasurer; Mary M. 
Strickler, 1918, Historian; and Earl L. Horst, 1938, Chaplain. 


Alumni present at the organization meeting— 


Class of 
1906 Harry C. Moyer 1909 Edna Leib 

W. T. Zerbe 1910 Norma (Hickernell) Leib 
1907 Emma M. Bachman 1913 Bertha B. Horst 


1908 Hattie (Hickernell) Ruth 1914 Mary E. Dissinger 
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Class 


pel 
1918 


1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 


1927 
1928 


1929 
1931] 


1932 
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of 

M. L. Keener 

May (Wike) Spitler 
Harry Smith 

Ira Krall 

Gilbert O. Geib 

Mary (Krall) Krall 
Pearl (Wallace) Kettering 
Rev. J. D. Backenstose 
Warren Hewitt 
Elizabeth Zimmerman 
Elsie (Hickernell) Trautman 
Kathryn (Mann) Krall 
Grace Keener 

George Goshert 
George Boltz 

Franklin Dissinger 
Lillian Peiffer 
Howard Ream 

Esther Rudy 

Raymond Noll 

Lucy Beamesderfer 
Ruth Brubaker 
Miriam Mock 
Margaret Peiffer 

D. Lee Backenstose 
Hayden Kurtz 
Herman Mock 
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1933 Charles Huber 


Mark King 

Samuel McQuate 
Fannie Binner 
Helen Eberly 
Margaret Faust 
Vernetta Moyer 
Grace Zimmerman 
Grace Beamesderfer 
Thelma Clauser 
Florence Hewitt 
Sara Hickernell 
Verna Horst 
Margaret Keener 
Mollie Keener 
Kathryn Layser 
Elizabeth Leib 
Georgette Moyer 
Sara Wike 

Ernest Brightbill 
Raymond Bucher 
Chester Corl 

Leon Haak 

Joseph Matthews 
Morris Ream 
Franklin Zimmerman 
Merle Mowery 


Mary M. Strickler 
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RELIGION IN SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


As a traveller approaches Schaefferstown from any direction, the 
first indication of a town is the towering church steeples. Our an- 
cestors usually brought very few possessions with them from the 
mother country. Perhaps a letter of introduction or a baptismal cer- 
tificate, a few heirlooms, depending on their economic status, but al- 
most invariably the family Bible. To many of them, a determination 
to practice religion in accordance with their beliefs was sufficient 
motivation for embarking on the hazardous trip across the Atlantic. 
Religious unrest in Europe and especially in Germany drove them to 
the wilderness of Pennsylvania, where William Penn promised them 
freedom of worship. Small wonder then that the Bible and the 
Church occupied a place of importance in their lives. Even though 
most of them anxiously severed the ties of the mother country and 
swore allegiance to a British King and Colony, they never severed 
their bonds with their God. Religion provided more than a spiritual 
guidance to our ancestors. It provided social life, education, and a 
sense of belonging to a definite group. It filled a vacuum that was 
present in every homesick and bewildered settler. It is well known 
that the urge to read and interpret the Bible provided the first schools. 
Our ancestors, for years, worshipped and studied in a common log 
building. Their spiritual guidance was provided by an occasional 
traveling minister of the Gospel. Names such as Heinrich Melchior 
Muhlenberg, the John Casper Stoevers, father and son, John Philip 
Boehm, Philip Otterbein, Jacob Albright, Conrad Templeman appear 
again and again in our history and their influence is indelibly stamped 
in the Pennsylvania country and our nation even today. The lot of 
early churches and churchmen was not always easy. For a time our 
various congregations were under the jurisdiction of European heads. 
Communications being what they were this arrangement left churches 
in America with no real central organization and differences often 
developed within and among other churches. Our community can 
be proud of the interdenominational fellowship and good will which 
has always existed and is present today. The inspiring outdoor joint 
services in the Fountain Park during the month of July attest to this. 
The following historical accounts of Schaefferstown Churches are sup- 
plied by the church committee members. Kleinfeltersville churches 
appear in the history of that town. 


ido 
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THE HISTORY OF THE ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


The St. Paul’s United Church of Christ has had a long and colorful 
history and has experienced two national mergers, and a local distinc- 
tion of over 80 years under the leadership of one pastoral family. The 
mergers within the denomination leading up to the present corporate 
name United Church, began in 1934 with the merger of the German 
Reformed Church in the United States, and the Evangelical Synod of 
North America, thus forming the Evangelical and Reformed Church: 
the second merger was completed in 1957 when the Congregational 
Christian Churches united with the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
to form the present church body. 


Within the pages of Schaefferstown history the name of German 
Reformed Church can be found, and is that church now known as the 
United Church of Christ. 


Although the date of 1765 has been accepted by the church as that 
date when it achieved the role of a separate church body, the actual 
date of the first worshipping congregation goes back to the very found- 
ing of the town. The earliest settlers were of the German Lutheran 
and Reformed background, and being of a devout and religious dis- 
position, they joined hands in the erection of a Union Church build- 
ing. The date of this building is not known, but it served the joint 
congregations until 1765 when the Lutheran Congregation sold their 
interest in the property for 80 pounds sterling money, (about 220 dol- 
lars) and built their own house of worship. 


Alexander Schaeffer and Anna Engel, his wife, by deed, dated 
September 6, 1765, for the consideration of 5 shillings and a yearly 
ground rent of | (one) penny sterling, conveyed the lot on which the 
Church and Schoolhouse stood, being lot 42 in the general plan of 
the town, to John Wolfersperger and Durst Thomas, the trustees of 
the German Reformed Church. It is interesting to note that Durst 
Thomas was a son of the original land holder and that Alexander 
Schaeffer was very deeply interested in the welfare of the church 
and served for years as one of its leading Elders. His concern for 
the church was shared by his two sons, John and Henry. 


The earliest building which had been used by the two congrega- 
tions jointly was a log school building in which the children of the 
community were taught the fundamentals of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. This first log building also served as the place of worship 
for both congregations, whenever visiting clergymen of either denomi- 
nation happened to be in the community. 


From fragmentary records preserved of the early membership of 
the congregation, as well as from other reliable sources, we have been 
able to compile the following list of names, comprising all members, as 
far as they could be ascertained, prior to the year 1800: Alexander 
Schaeffer and wife, Anna Engel, John Schaeffer and Barbara, his wife: 
Captain Henry Schaeffer, Anna Eva, his first wife, and Margaret, his 
second wife; Jacob Witmer, Abraham Stump and Margaret. his wife; 
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Jacob Shaub, Melchoir Lautermilch, Godfrey Lautermilch and Bar- 
bara, his wife; Christian Kreider, John Daub, Henry Schram and 
Margaret, his wife; Martin Heffelfinger, Lorentz Keller, Bastian Burk- 
ert, Adam Bohlender, Joseph Schwertzele, Christian Bernard, Jacob 
Gemberling and Catharine, his wife; Casper Sweitzer, M.D., and Anna 
Maria, his wife; Paul Gemberling, Margaret (Schaeffer) Brecht, Con- 
rad Eichelberg, John Rosweiler, Jacob Peifer, Christian Bollinger, 
Rudolph Bollinger, Jacob Berger, Durst Thomas, Sr.; Durst Thomas, 
Jr., and Barbara, his wife; Jacob Thomas, Elizabeth Thomas, Hieroni- 
mus Troutman, George Troutman and Christina, his wife; Michael 
Haak and Sabina (Schaeffer) his wife; Jacob Due, Ludwig Maus and 
Margaret, his wife, Henry Kring and Elizabeth his wife; William 
Besch, John Ochsenman and Catharine, his wife; William Henry 
Leineweber, John Peter Leineweber and wife, Henry Keller, John 
Wolfesperger and Elizabeth his wife; Peter Wolfesperger and Margaret, 
his wife; Frederick Wolfesperger and Elizabeth, his wife; George Wolf- 
esperger and Eva, his wife; Philip Wolfesperger and Margaret, his 
wife; Henry Burkey and Catharine; Peter Scheetz and Catharine, his 
wife; Matthias Jacoby, Henry Hibschman and Catharine, his wife; 
Nicholas Miller and Anna Maria (Maus), his wife; Nicholas Miller 
and Catharine (Troutman), his wife; Valentine Miller and Maria M.., 
his wife; Henry Miller and Susanna (Troutman), his wife; Frederick 
Miller and Sarah, his wife; George Miller and Susanna, his wife; 
Joseph (Jost) Hoffman, John Krumm and Anna Maria, his wife; John 
Dickman (Dittman) and Margaret, his wife; John Nicholas Mays and 
Susanna, his wife; Jacob Mays (Mace) and Catharine, his wife; John 
George Mays and Elizabeth, his wife; John Henry Mays and Catha- 
rine, his wife; Baltzer Laber, Mary Hammer, Anna M. Weber, Catha- 
rine Achenbach, Elizabeth Kuntz, Elizabeth Klick, Catharine Weber, 
John Wunderlich and Catharine, his wife; Susanna Peffer, George 
Hoffman and Julia, his wife; Jacob Hoffman, Anna M. Hoffman, 
Adam Jacoby and Margaret, his wife; Magdalena Burkey, Jacob Guth 
(Good) and Elizabeth, his wife; Frederrick Doebler and Catharine, 
his wife; Magdalena Miller, Anna M. Bollman, Anna Eva Bollman, 
Anna M. Dinges (Donges), Jacob Grobb (Grub) and Elizabeth, his 
wife; Catharine (Sweitzer) Dissinger, Christopher Moyer and Margaret, 
his wife; Francis Seibert and Susanna (Zwalley), his wife; Jacob 
Bricker and Catharine, his wife; Samuel Achey and Elizabeth, his wife; 
Nicholas and Anna Barbara Zollinger. The Schaeffers, Wolfesper- 
gers, Troutmans, Millers, Mayses, Scheetzes, Krums and Burkeys were 
the pillars of the church in those days. 


The Reformed ministers who supplied the services for this early 
period of the Church were Conrad Templeman, John Conrad Bucher, 
John Zufall, Dominicus Bartholomeus, John B. Reiger, and William 
Stoy. 

In one of the early records of the congregation was a petition to the 
members of the church, for the opportunity to solicit funds for the 
purpose of building a church, and paying for certain repairs to the 
school building. It was on April 25th, 1766, that this petition was 
filed, naming the school-master Johan Theodor Hofius, and Johannes 
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Wolfesperger, as the representatives of the consistory, and solicitors 
of the funds. The consistorymen authorizing this petition were: Alex- 
ander Schaeffer, Durst Dume, Jacob Schaub, Peter Wolfesperger, 
Philip Wolfersperger, Paul Gemberling, Johannes Ogsenman, George 
Trauttmann, Casper Schweitzer, Jacob Berger, Heinrich Kring, Wil- 
helm Besch, and Abraham Stumb. 

Following the dissolution of the union church organizational setup, 
the Reformed Congregation continued to worship in this building until 
the year 1795, when it was replaced by a stone building, constructed 
on two adjoining lots facing Main Street, south of the original prop- 
erty. This land had been purchased from Captain Henry Schaeffer 
in 1790. This stone structure served the congregation until 1858 
when it was discovered that the building was devolping signs of de- 
terioration. Either faulty mason work or a sink hole under the church 
brought about the cracking of the walls of the church, and the necessity 
of costly remodeling or rebuilding. The congregation decided to re- 
build. The result of this action was the erection of the present brick 
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edifice, on land to the west of the second, and now discontinued struc- 
ture. The pastors serving the church during this period of the 18th 
century, besides those mentioned above, were William Hendel, Sr., 
John Wm. Runkel, Andrew Loretz, Daniel Wagner, and Ludwig Lupp. 


From 1800 to 1828 William Heister served as the pastor of the 
church. This pastorate was followed by that of Thomas H. Leinbach 
who began his ministry in 1822 and continued through 1867. It was 
during his ministry, on July 31, 1858 that the cornerstone of the 
present building was laid. The dedication of the church was held on 
Whitsunday 1859. The Elders in office at this time were George F. 
Miller, John Stager, Henry Yingst, Michael Groh. The deacons were 
Henry Kurtz, Henry Stohler, Franklin Keener, Evan Evans. The 
trustees were George Mace, William Robinson, Samuel Miller and 
Michael Moyer. The Building Committee was George Mace, George 
Yingst, John Stoyer, George L. Miller and John Mace. The ministers 
to continue the work of St. Paul’s Church were Stephen Schweitzer, 
James A. Schultz, Aaron H. Leiss, Adam J. Bachman, and Adam R. 
Bachman. 


The longest ministry of the church was that of Rev. Adam J. Bach- 
man who served from 1878 until 1937, a period of 59 years. During 
this long ministry a very impressive record of pastoral services was ex- 
perienced. 1417 couples married, 3655 infants and 730 adults bap- 
tised, 2262 confirmands, and officiated at 2524 funerals. He preach- 
ed 8755 sermons, and delivered 5,144 addresses. He made 34,873 
pastoral visits while traveling over 117,464 miles in the discharge of 
his duties as pastor. His services as a Christian Minister included 
Templeman Church in Rexmont from June 12, 1892 to June 16, 1912, 
Grace Church Richland in conjunction with Rev. Henry J. Welker 
from July 14, 1878 to June 26, 1904; Texters Church from July 9, 
1882 to November 6, 1921; Christ Church also known as Hoke’s 
Meeting House, Cornwall Township, from February 10, 1890 to Jan- 
uary 24, 1909; St. Paul’s Quentin from May 9, 1880 to June 16, 1912. 


The consistory in office when he assumed his pastorate was: Elders 
John Steinmetz, David Bomberger, Daniel Brendle and John Mace; 
Deacons Nathaniel Kalbach, Jacob Walter, Solomon Bomberger, and 
Benjamin Trostle; Trustees Jacob Kessler, Cyrus M. Krail, Cyrus 
Murdock and Peter Simon. 


Following the death of Rev. A. J. Bachman, the St. Paul’s Church 
called his son Adam R. Bachman to be its pastor. He served the 
charge from January 30, 1938 until his retirement from the ministry 
in August 15, 1960, therefore making a combined ministry of 82 years, 
by father and son. The ministry of Adam R. Bachman began in St. 
John’s Church in Mt. Aetna, and the First Reformed Church of Wer- 
nersville, which charge he served from 1920 until 1938. During the 
pastorates of Adam J. Bachman and his son Adam R. Bachman, the 
reformed Churches of Millbach, Newmanstown, and Schaefferstown 
constituted the Charge. 


Among the many marks of distinction held by this congregation is 
that of the organization of one of the first Missionary Societies in the 
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German Reformed Church. On June 19, 1883 the group held their 
first meeting which included both men and women of the church. 


The first Sunday School began in the Union School house in the 
year 1837, by Wm. Weigley, Jonathan Zerbe, M.D., and William 
Rhoads. A school was organized by the Reformed Church, as a union 
school in 1854, but continued for only a few short years. In 1867, 
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an exclusively Reformed school was organized by the pastor, Rev. 
S. Schweitzer. The first Superintendent was Daniel Brendle. The 
school has continued down through the years as an arm of the church, 
and is very active at this present time under the leadership of superin- 
tendent, Gordon T. Krall. The School, once directed by trustees, has 
now organized a Board of Christian Education which handles all or- 
ganizational and financial problems. 


The first organ in the Reformed Church was installed in 1868 
during the pastorate of Rev. Schweitzer, but was replaced in 1872 
with a larger pipe organ, during the ministry of Rev. James A. Schultz. 
In 1941 the third organ was installed and dedicated on May 17, 1942. 
In 1959 a completely remodeled organ was installed, and was rededi- 
cated in 1960. 


The present organizations of the church which are engaged in carry- 
ing out the fellowship aspects of the congregational life are the Ladies 
Aid, and the Women’s Guild, both organizations of women. The 
organization for youth is the Youth Fellowship. A married couples 
organization, called the Mr. and Mrs. Group, fills the desire of the 
married members for fellowship, study, and family activity. The 
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church has established an Adult Study Course, under the direction of 
its pastor, and enjoys a meaningful experience of Bible study, and dis- 
cussion. The organization is providing a ministry to interested citizens 
of the community, besides those who hold membership in the St. Paul’s 
Church. 

The people of St. Paul’s Congregation, having a deep love for their 
church, and a desire to keep it in good order have continued to im- 
prove its facilities for service, and to make such improvements and 
repairs that would make it more beautiful. In the year 1942 the 
Schaefferstown Primary and Secondary School Building, located to 
the north of the church, was purchased by the Sunday School of the 
church. Remodeling within the building has made it convenient for 
church social functions, and the work of Christian Education for Pri- 
mary, Jr. High, and Confirmation classes. The interior of the church 
was redecorated and completely rewired in 1956, the parking lot was 
completely hard-surfaced in 1961, and the parsonage was remodeled 
in 1962. 

After the retirement of Rev. Adam R. Bachman, the three churches 
making up the charge entered into a mutual agreement for dissolution 
of joint relationship. Newmanstown and Millbach became a charge, 
calling their own pastor in 1962. St. Paul’s Church called, as its first 
Pastor under this new single church arrangement, the Rev. Alfred 
George Sandrock, who assumed the pastorate in August of 1961. 


Action was taken to dissolve the office of trustees, and to enlarge 
the consistory to 16 members, who will then be recognized as the 





CONSISTORY OF ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Seated, left to right—Roy Lightner, Sr., James Ginder, Gilbert Geib, Rev. Alfred 
Sandrock, Mrs. Warren Haag, John Miller. 


Standing—Lester Blatt, Mrs. Harold Kline, Ethan Krall, Harvey Oxenrider, 
Edna Keener, Elton Keener, George Achey, Jacob Firestine, Jacob Zook, Taylor 
Zerbe, Ira Krall. 
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trustees of the church. For the first time in its history the church 
elected three women to the office of deacon, to serve on the con- 
sistory. The consistory members in office at the time of the celebra- 
tion of the Bi-centennial of the town are: Elders Gilbert Geib, Jacob 
Zook. Roy Lightner, and Ethan Krall; Deacons Harvey Oxenreider, 
John Miller, George Achey, Jacob Firestine, Ira Krall, James Ginder, 
Lester Blatt, Elton Keener, Taylor Zerbe, and the three women dea- 
cons Edna Keener, Myrle Kline and Mabel Haag. 


Compiled by 
Mrs. Myrle Kline 
Miss Emma Bachman 
Pastor Alfred G. Sandrock 


EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN, PA. 


According to available records, we know that there has been United 
Brethren preaching in Schaefferstown and it’s vicinity for a period of 
at least 160 years. Christian Newcomer preached in Schaefferstown 
more frequently than in any other place in Lebanon County with the 
exception of the home of Felix Light in Lebanon. He became the 
second bishop of the United Brethren in Christ denomination and 
served as bishop from 1813 until the time of his death in 1830. His 
first visit was in May, 1797, when he preached at some unamed resi- 
dence, both afternoon and evening. In October of the same year 
Newcomer and Geeting came to Schaefferstown to take part in the 
dedication of the German Reformed Church. Of this event he writes; 
“Oct. 8th—This day the church in this place is to be dedicated; may 
the Lord assist to perform the task acceptable in his sight. This fore- 
noon the Rev. Mr. Wagner delivered the first sermon; in the afternoon 
brother Geeting preached with great blessing; by candle light the Rev. 
Mr. Hendel delivered a handsome discourse. Oct. 9th—The Rev. 
Mr. Rauhauser preached in the forenoon, in the afternoon Revs. Loch- 
man and Williams; in the evening I preached from Hebrews 2, v. 3.6.” 


Newcomer’s visits continued until the year 1824. Homes located in 
or near the town where he visited or preached were those of P. Miller, 
Jacob Bricker, Jacob Weiss, and Benjamin Brubacher. The last named 
lived at Buffalo Springs. Mention of the Brubacher and Weiss fami- 
lies forms a connecting link of the early and later authentic records 
to show that there has been United Brethren preaching in Schaeffers- 
town and it’s vicinity for a period of 160 years. Felix Light held 
preaching services regularly in the home of Jacob Weiss (1799-1851). 
In the year 1820 Mr. Weiss built a brick house which still stands; and 
when the family moved into it a religious service of a dedicatory na- 
ture was held by Felix Light and two of his preacher sons, John and 
Casper, under United Brethren auspices. 


According to a deed dated May 29, 1851, which is in our posses- 
sion, we know that a title was secured for a church lot of forty-seven 
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perches fronting on Main Street. The deed states that John Steinmetz 
and wife Mary sold the above mentioned lot for the sum of $152.05 
to Benjamin Brubaker of Lebanon Township, Jacob Eberly and Ben- 
jamin Dissinger of Heidelberg Township, Trustees of the United 
Brethren in Christ of Schaefferstown, “‘to erect a house of worship for 
the members of said congregation.”” From another document dated 
January 7, 1852, we assume that the church was completed some- 
time in the fall of 1851. 


A church membership roll of the year 1873-74 contains the follow- 
ing names: George Steinmetz, class leader; Jacob Sanders, assistant 
class leader; Leonard Hartman, class steward; Cyrus, Sarah and John 
Beamesderfer, Anna Christ, Elizabeth Dissinger, William Grumbein, 
Joseph and Mary Horst, Annie Lauser, Elizabeth Moyer, John and 
Caroline McQuate, Elizabeth and Polly Sanders, John, Mary, and 
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Schaefferstown United Brethren Church, destroyed by fire on July 2, 1919 
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Rebecca Simon, Barbara Spangler, Mary Steinmetz, Thomas Stengel, 
Jeremiah and Lucinda Steward, Samuel Winger, and Sara Witmer. 
This church continued until April, 1897, when it was enlarged and 
improved. The church was made 20 feet deeper, the roof was changed, 
the steeple rebuilt and new pews or benches were made. Most of this 
work was done by the late Benjamin Hartman. The pews remain in 
the basement of our church. 


It was a great tragedy for the small congregation when on July 2, 
1919 the church was completely burned. It was felt for a time that 
they would be unable to rebuild the church. However, under the 
leadership of the pastor, the Rev. O. T. Ehrhart, and with the united 
sacrifice and service of the few members, and the sympathetic help of 
the people of the community a new church was erected. Surely the 
Lord’s hand was upon His people as they “had a mind to work.” 
Benjamin Hartman, Uriah Horst, and Harry Hewitt were appointed to 
oversee the work of construction. The cornerstone was laid April 25, 
1920 by Dr. S.C. Enck. A beautiful modern structure of native lime- 
stone costing $16,208.44 was dedicated by Dr. Enck, August 14, 
1921. The project was planned under the Rev. O. T. Ehrhart’s pas- 
torate, continued under the Rev. D. D. Buddinger, and finally com- 
pleted under the Rev. H. E. Schaeffer, who took over in connection 
with his work at Avon, after the Reverend Buddinger was called to 
his eternal reward. Fifty-eight members began this heroic venture— 
the number was seventy-two by the time the job was completed. A 
new bell costing $300 was placed in 1923. A lot adjacent to the 
church lot, was purchased for parking proposed in 1931 at a cost of 
$1,000. The interior woodwork was refinished and carpet laid in 
1940 at a total cost of $1,100. 

The new church, or the present church, was dedicated on August 
14, 1921, by Dr. S. C. Enck, Conference Superintendent. A week of 
special services were held as a part of the dedication. The church was 
completely paid at the time of dedication. 
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Ruins of the Schaefferstown United Brethren Church 
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MINIATURE CHURCH BELL 


500 bells were made from the original bell that fell from the belfry to the base- 
ment during the fire on July 2, 1919. These bells were given for a $1.00 con- 
tribution toward the construction of the present Church. 


Persons serving in official capacity at present are: church trustees— 
David Bennetch, Earl Horst, Clarence Horst, Paul Bright, John H. 
Stohler. Rev. Norman I. Fake, Pastor. Mrs. Mabel Corl, church 
secretary. Stewards: Mr. and Mrs. Allen Noll. Church treasurer, 
Miss Florence Hewitt. Sunday School Superintendent, Earl Horst, 
secretary, [Thomas Kline, treasurer, Carl Long. 

Ministers serving the Schaefferstown Church were those appointed 
to the following charges: Prior to 1855, Lebanon and Berks Circuits: 
Myerstown Circuit, 1855-69: Schaefferstown Circuit, 1869-71; Leba- 
non Circuit, 1871-73; Schaefferstown Circuit, 1873-74; Lebanon Cir- 
cuit, 1874-78; Avon Circuit 1878-89; Schaefferstown Circuit, 1889- 
93; Lebanon Circuit (English) 1893-98; Iona Circuit, 1902-10; Iona 
charge, 1914-15; and Hebron Charge, 1917-60. At three different 
periods, the Schaefferstown Church was a station and the ministers 
serving were: W. W. Fridinger, 1898-1902; Harry H. Fertig, 1910- 
1914; Cornwell Beamesderfer, 1915-1917. 

Since 1917 the following Pastors have been assigned: 

Rev. O. T. Ehrhart, 1917-1919 

Rev. D. D. Buddinger, 1919-1920 
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Rev. H. E. Schaeffer, 1920-1921 

Rev. Ira Funk, 1921-1922 

Rev. J. A. Keiper, 1922-1925 

Rev. Alden G. Biely, 1925-1960 

Rev. Norman I. Fake, 1960 to present date. 


John H. Stohler 





UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


Front row, left to right—Rev. Fake, Mrs. Fake, Mrs. Allen Noll, Allen Noll. 


Second row—David Bennetch, Earl Horst, Clarence Horst, Paul Bright, John L. 
Stohler. 


Third row—Daisy Mori, Mabel Corl, Florence Hewitt, Mabel Bechtel. 





PRESENT OFFICERS OF THE EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 
CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Front row—Earl Horst, Mabel Corl, Mabel Bechtel, Clarence Horst. 
Second row—Carl Long, Clarence Becker, Karl Horst, Thomas Kline. 
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SCHAEFFERSTOWN EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHRE 
AS IT APPEARS TODAY 


Present members of the Evangelical United Brethren Church that were members 
When the Church Building was destroyed by fire July 2, 1919 are Lloyd Baker, 
Clarence Becker, Kate Becker, Edna Corl, Harry Hewitt, Mollie Hewitt, Cyrus 
Goshert, Katie Hartman, Raymond Horst, Sr., Joel Keller, Maud Keller, Joseph 
Matthew, Sr., Clara Miller, Lillie Miller, Bertha Nessinger, Milton Nessinger. 


N CHURCH 





Members who attended services in the former church and attending service on 
February 3, 1963, when these photos were taken. 

Front row—Harry Hewitt, Lillie Miller, Ella Horst. 

Second row—Mabel Corl, Florence Hewitt, Katie Hartman, Mollie Umberger. 
Third row—Clarence Becker, Clarence Horst. 
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ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The exact date of the organization of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation of Schaefferstown and vicinity (earlier name) is un- 
known, but fragmentary records show that a church organization 
existed as early as 1720, and that services were held by traveling mis- 
sionaries, theological students, and teachers. 

These services were conducted in two log buildings located on the 
grounds where the present St. Paul’s (Reformed) United Church of 
Christ now stands. Both Lutheran and Reformed congregations wor- 
shipped in the same building until 1765 when the Lutherans sold their 
interests to the Reformed group and purchased a lot at the corner of 
Front and Main Streets, and built a church. 

On March 29, 1765, the following building committee was ap- 
pointed:- George Schwengel, Philip Erb, John Nicholas Ensminger, 
and Jacob Seltzer. 

The church which was built of native limestone with sandstone trim, 
had three doors, one on the west, one on the south, and one on the 
east. There were galleries on three sides, resting on heavy wooden 
pillars. Stairways led to the galleries at the western and eastern ends. 
The pews were long with straight backs, and a book rest on top of the 
back. The aisles were wide and transverse. 

There was a barrel shaped pulpit on the north side, about eight feet 
from the floor. with a narrow stairway leading to it. The base of the 
pulpit was shaped in such a way that the entire unit resembled a 
huge wine cup. The altar was placed in front of the pulpit and was 
about four feet square, enclosed within a white railing on the four 
sides. 

The ceiling was very high and arched. Two stoves, placed about 
twenty feet apart, heated the building. 

The pipe organ, made by Dieffenbach, was situated in the upper 
corner of the west gallery. The steeple was on the west end. In it 





Bible donated by Adam Oberle in 1766 
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Pewter Communion Service presented to St. Luke’s by Michael Webber and his 
wife Barbara, in 1764. 


hung the bell, bearing the date 1773, London, England. The date on 
the weathervane of the steeple, 1767, and the date on the sounding 
board of the pulpit, 1767, show that it took about two years to finish 
the building. The inscription on the sounding board read:- Heinrich 
Pfeffer, Philip Pfeffer, Schreiner, haben deise Kirche Arbeit gemacht 
in Juny Monet, 1767. 


The cost of the original building is unknown, but records show that 
some of the money was raised by lottery. Old records of 1773, when 
the Rev. F. A. C. Muhlenberg was assistant pastor, show that he 
signed an agreement with the donor of the tickets. 


Baron Steigel had loaned this congregation 100 pounds of Penn cur- 
rency, and later destroyed the note, thus freeing the congregation of 
that debt. 


One of the early gifts to the church was a pewter communion serv- 
ice which is still owned by them. The inscription on the vessels reads:- 
Michael Weber und seine Ehefrau Anna Barbara, haben die Com- 
munion Kanten in Evangelisch Lutherische Kirche in Heidelberg, 
Linkester, Amt, gestiftet, 1764. 

Another gift was a German pulpit Bible. The translated inscription 
reads: “In 1766 old Adam Oberle donated this Bible to the Lutheran 
Congregation in Heidelberg, and it shall not be taken out of the 
school.” In 1791 it was rebound and has been all this time in the 
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hands of the school master Knipe. Later the Bible disappeared from 
the church, was sold at public sale, purchased by one who knew the 
St. Luke’s congregation, and returned it to the church, where it is now 
on display in a special cabinet for memorials. 


Revolutionary War 


During the Revolutionary War, the church was used as a hospital 
for soldiers. It was damaged considerably, and the congregation ap- 
plied to the government of the United States for funds to repair the 
damaged property. 


In 1819 considerable repairs were made to the interior of the church. 
It was painted in 1845. A centennial celebration was held October 
31 and November 1, 1865, when the Rev. Uriel Graves was the 
pastor. 


During the pastorate of the Rev. G. J. Martz, in 1868, the steeple 
was rebuilt and a new bell purchased for $386.18. The old bell was 





St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Schaefferstown, before remodeling in 
1884, 
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cracked. A new slate roof was put on the church at a cost of $401.37. 
The entire cost of $1,332.21, was paid by the end of the dedication 
service. Records show that in those early years the church council 
did not attempt renovations or improvements until most of the money 
was on hand to pay for the renovations. 


Remodeled and Enlarged 


In 1884, during the pastorate of the Rev. M. Fernsler, the west 
gable-end was taken down and the building extended 16 feet. The 
steeple was removed to the east end and the floor raised 18 inches. 
Enough ground was excavated below the building to be able to place 
furnaces there. The pulpit was changed to the west end and every- 
thing in the interior was modernized. The cost of remodeling was 
about $6,000 of which $5,000 had been subscribed before the work 
began. The Rev. Fernsler and Benjamin Dissinger were in charge of 
raising the subscriptions. 

Parsonage 


Miss A. Matilda Zimmerman, descendant of the founder of Schaef- 
ferstown, donated a lot of ground on North Market Street for a par- 
sonage, in 1897, during the pastorate of the Rev. M. Fernsler. The 
parsonage cost between $3000 and $4000. Cost of the barn was 
$500. In 1909 when Rev. E. E. Schantz was pastor, hot and cold 
water were installed in the parsonage at a cost of $199.51. Pastor 
Schantz paid $85 of the cost using profits from the sale of flower 
bulbs. Later when central heating was installed in the parsonage, 
Rev. Schantz again paid for a large part of the expenses with bulb 
and seed profits. 

Rev. Schantz was an expert Botanist and installed in his parish- 
ioners a love for plants and flowers while using the profits from the 
sale of them for improvements of church owned property. 

Renovations have been made from time to time and at the present 
time the parsonage is heated by an oil fired boiler. Several years ago 
a modern kitchen was installed. 


Church Renovations 


The last major renovations of the church sanctuary were made in 
1940 when the Rev. Paul H. Sheffer was the pastor. The church was 
painted inside and outside, the foundations strengthened, new pews, a 
reredos, new wiring, new lighting fixtures, carpet, and linoleum in- 
stalled. The floor was sanded and varnished. 

More recently, a new heating system was installed and the church 
painted inside and outside. The wainscoating which was installed in 
1903, was replaced by a composition board. The stairs to the balcony 
and the choir section of the balcony were carpeted. Contributions are 
being received for a Carillon to be installed at some later date. 


Chapel 


As the size of the Sunday school increased, the stone building north 
of the church was no longer large enough and the Sunday school was 
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held in the church sanctuary. Funds were raised over a long period 
of years and finally in 1932 when the Rev. O. O. Leidich served the 
congregation, a chapel was built. It contains two floors and an attic. 
Originally the basement was intended for recreational purposes and 
programs, with a well appointed kitchen for the serving of meals. 


At present a number of Sunday school classes meet in the basement. 
Recently the entire chapel was repainted, an acoustical ceiling and 
new lighting fixtures installed in the basement, the second floor divided 
into class rooms with curtains; and altars provided for the worship 
center of each department. 





GLEE BOE 


St. Luke’s Church of Schaefferstown 
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Parish 


St. Luke has never been a congregation by itself, but has been a part 
of other charges. They were Tulpehocken, including Womelsdorf; 
Brickerville; Manheim; White Oak; Salem, Lebanon; Zion, Lebanon; 
Myerstown, and finally Brickerville again, since 1889. 


Pastors 


1730(?)-1748(?) Rev. John Casper Stover 
1748-1770 Rev. J. Nicholas Kurtz 
1770-1809 Rev. Christopher E. Schultze 
1770-1773. Rev. F. A. C. Muhlenberg, Assistant Pastor 
1810-1836 Rev. William Bates 
1837-1849 Rev. Jonathan Ruthrauf 
1849-1864 Rev. J. M. Dietzler 
1865-1867 Rev. Uriel Graves 

1867-1878 Rev. George J. Martz 
1878-1900 Rev. M. Fernsler 

1901-1908 Rev. M. F. Good 

1908-1926 Rev. E. E. Schantz 
1927-1936 Rev. O. O. Leidich 
1936-1951 Rev. Paul H. Sheffer 

1952- Rev. William W. Miller 


Salaries 


The earliest record of salary for a pastor is listed as $400 for Rev. 
George J. Martz in 1867. At present the pastor receives $3298 plus 
utilities, traveling expenses, pension payments, and the privilege of 
living in the parsonage, rent free. In addition he receives a salary 
from the Brickerville congregation. 

In 1862 Michael Dissinger received $11 for ringing the bell and 
tending the fires. This was raised to $12 the following year. To- 
day's sexton receives $660. 


In the early church the ringing of the church bell notified the citizens 
that an itinerant pastor would be in the church later that day or the 
following day. Later regular schedules were adopted. For many 
vears, St. Luke had services every two weeks, both morning and eve- 
ning. At present, worship services are held every Sunday morning. 

St. Luke has furnished two sons for the ministry, The late Rev. 
Robert Mock, and the Rev. Miles H. Krumbine. Many of her daugh- 
ters are serving their fellowmen as nurses, but none in full time service. 

The present baptized membership of St. Luke is 652 and a com- 
muning membership of 275. 

Present councilmen are:- Louis Bennetch, Vice President; Donald 
Bollinger, Secretary; Harvey Martin, Financial Secretary; George Corl, 
Treasurer; Robert Sonnen; Lee Thierwechter; Kenneth Lutz; Ervin 
Sherk; Thomas Gernet; J. Lester Stohler; Luther Bennetch; and LeRoy 
Shamber. The pastor, The Rev. William W. Miller, serves as the 
president. 
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The new hymnal of the Lutheran Church has been adopted and put 
into use. Acolites and servers add to the enrichment of the worship 
service each Sunday morning. Holy Communion is observed four 
times a year instead of two times as was the custom for many years. 
The men of the church have been divided into groups. Each group 
has a particular area of work among shutins, aged, and invalids. 

The church bell calls those within its sound to prayer each evening 
at seven o’clock. This custom started in 1959. Two men, or boys, 
many times father and son, volunteer to ring the bell every evening 
for one week. 

The early morning Christmas day services started by the late Rev. 
Schantz, in 1908, were replaced by Christmas Eve services at 11 P.M. 
in 1952, when the Rev. Miller assumed the ministry of St. Luke. 





Rev. William W. Miller 


Sunday School 


The first Sunday School was organized in 1837 by William M. 
Weigley, Jonathan Zerbe, M.D., and William Rhoads. There are no 
records to tell where the school was held, but it is thought that it was 
held in the Reformed Church. It was a Union school. In 1841 a 
limestone building was built on Front Street, north of the Church, by 
the Lutheran and Reformed congregations for use as a Union Sun- 
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day school, for Catechetical lectures, and prayer meetings. The 
ground for the building was donated by Abraham Rex. In the year 
1873 it was enlarged and furnished with new seats, new pulpit, and 
other improvements. This building was destroyed by fire about 1930. 


After some twenty years the Reformed congregation formed its own 
school. Some of the superintendents were:- Daniel Mays, William 
Dissinger, Harvey Royer, Simon Royer, Ira J. Light, Irving L. Reist, 
John Ressler, Thomas Mock, N. P. Stober, Monroe Mock. N. R. 
Castor, Kenneth Krall, and the present superintendent, Gene Keppley. 

At present the Sunday school meets in the Chapel which was erected 
in 1932 during the pastorate of the Rev. O. O. Leidich. From that 
early organization where all of the groups met in one large room, 
the school has developed into an organization with eight different de- 
partments, each meeting in a separate area. 


Present oficers are:-Gene Keppley, Superintendent; Linda Bennetch, 
Secretary; Mary Jane Kreitzer, assistant; Emanuel Matthews. Treas- 
urer; Paul Beamesderfer, assistant: Harry Foulk, Trustee; Luke Mock, 
Financial Secretary; Jerry Davis, assistant: Janice Sherk, Pianist; Suz- 
anne Bennetch, Carolyn Sonnen, and Mrs. Henry Fasnacht, assistants; 
Mrs. John Zartman, and Mrs. Homer Kreider, Home Department; 
Mrs. Jacob Boltz and Mrs. Harvey S. Wike, Cradle Roll; Mrs. Moses 
Dierwechter and Donald Mock, Junior Department; Mrs. A. Shober 
Zerbe and Mrs. Raymond Ulrich, Primary Department; June Dier- 
wechter and Mrs. Marlin Bennetch, Kindergarten Department: and 
Mrs. Glenn Sonnen and Mrs. Harry Foulk, Nursery Department. 


Music 


The original organ was rebuilt by Thomas Dieffenbach, a grandson 
of the original builder, in 1885 and relocated to the east end of the 
balcony, at a cost of $300. In 1938 the Young Ladies Bible Class, 
taught by Mrs. May Wike Spitler and Mrs. Jacob Boltz, sponsored 
the reconditioning of the organ and added an electrical blower and 
chimes. 


In 1948 the congregation authorized the ordering and installation 
of a new organ. This organ has 862 pipes and 21 bells. It is housed 
in the old case whose panels date back to at least 1889 and maybe 
to the original organ. 

Choir 


There is no account of an organized choir until Agustus Stock was 
elected organist. The date is not known. Other organists and choir 
leaders were Miss Lizzie Garrett (Mrs. Henry Keener), Miss Dillie 
Murdock, and in 1887, Mrs. Sallie Stein. In 1888 a choir was or- 
ganized and J. F. Gable was elected as the leader. He stressed four- 
part singing and procured books for use by the choir. His daughter, 
Flora, was the organist for the choir music, and later for the English 
and German singing. She was succeeded by Miss Venie Stohler, Miss 
Ida Horst, Miss Ida Becker, Miss Anna Keath, Mrs. E. E. Schantz, 
Miss Kathryn Krieger, Miss Eva Schantz, Miss Mollie E. Umberger, 
Miss Ida Dissinger, Miss Ruth Beamesderfer, Mrs. May Wike Spitler, 
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JUNIOR CHOIR 


Front row—Jeffrey Reedy, Gary Beamesderfer, Michael Miller, John Bennetch, 
Gregory Beamesderfer, Judith Ulrich, Karen Reedy, Suzette Doster, Linda Leedy. 
Second row—Theresa Herr, Cynthia Reedy, Carolyn Sonnen, Lynn Gernert, 
Rebecca Bennetch, Joel Miller, Robert Bollinger, Linda May, Janice Beames- 
derfer, Linda Beamesderfer. 


Mrs. Ruth Beamesderfer Skewis, and Fred Buch, the present organist 
and choir director. 

Other choir directors were:- Irving L. Reist, C. J. Hickernell, John 
Brunner, Jacob Boltz. Mrs. Wilmer Ilgenfritz, Mrs. J. Paul Skewis, 
and Mr. Buch. 

At present there is a senior and a junior choir. There is also a 
training program under the direction of Mr. Buch. Mrs. Harold Nolt 
and Janice Sherk are taking lessons on the organ and in choir leader- 
ship. Both of them serve as relief organists. Both choirs are robed. 


ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH CHOIR, SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


Front row—Mrs. Edward Wentworth, Lorraine Horst, Mrs. Harold Nolt, Mrs. 
Donald Mock, June Dierwechter, Mrs. Kenneth Lutz, Mrs. LeRoy Shamber, 
Mrs. Alvin K. Keller. 

Back row—Kenneth Lutz, Guy Gernert, Mrs. Glenn Sonnen, Carol Ulrich, 
James Bollinger, Linda Sanders, and Harold Bollinger. 
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Lutheran Church Women 


The second oldest organization of the church is the Lutheran 
Church Women. Originally they were called, “The Women’s Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society.” The late Mrs. James W. Keath was 
its organizer in 1890. Instead of being an organization for adult wo- 
men only as it is at present, the whole family, including the husbands, 
were invited to the meetings which were held on a Sunday evening, 
once a month. The children participated in the programs and thus 
were educated in missions from the time that they were able to remem- 
ber a recitation or a song which they helped to sing. Husbands were 
frequently called on to discuss various topics relating to missions, 
otherwise they were purely members of the audience. Thank offer- 
ings some times amounted to some $80 for the year. 


The present organization of Lutheran Church Women, divides the 
women into five circles. They are the Dorcas Circle, Martha Circle. 
Mary Circle, Miriam, and Rachael Circles. Each group has a definite 
responsibility to the work of the church. In addition the women go 
to the Good Samaritan Hospital one day per month to sew, they make 
Johnny Coats for the Lebanon County Hospital, clothing for Israeli 
children and dolls for new born babies. 


Present officers of the LCW are:- Mrs. George Hickernell, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Eugene Davis, Vice President; Mrs. Paul Beamesderfer. 
Recording Secretary; Mrs. Chester Parson, Statistical Secretary: 
Margaret Zimmerman, Treasurer; Mrs. William W. Miller is a mem- 
ber of the Synodical Board of the Lutheran Church Women of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod. 


Perseverance Society 


The early records of the church do not include the names of wo- 
men as workers or officers, but on January 7, 1923 the women of 
St. Luke decided to organize and raise funds to help liquidate a debt 
of $600 spent on improvement of church owned property and also 
to raise funds to be used for the construction of a chapel. 


Under the leadership of Mrs. E. E. Schantz, its first president, re- 
ceipts for the first year were $907.60, and expenses were $341.67. 
The expenses included $265.47 paid toward the debt. The balance 
for the year was $565.97. This money was raised by dues, sale of 
candy, and calendars, bonnets, and quilting and selling quilts. 


The first officers were Mrs. E. E. Schantz, President: Mrs. Harry C. 
Moyer, Vice President, Mrs. Harvey Frymeyer, Secretary; and Mrs. 
Nathaniel P. Stober, Treasurer. 


As time went on other projects were added to the fund raising 
campaign, such as suppers in the fire house, attending market once per 
month, selling vanilla and jello, etc. The meetings were held at the 
homes of the members until after the chapel was built, when they were 
changed to the basement of the chapel. Such names as Emma Dula- 
bone, Ida Kreiger, Lydia Krumbine, Maude Heller, Rose Wike, Sue 
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Ulrich, Georgette Keath, Elsie Wike, Edna Rudy, Anna Miller, Mabel 
Boltz, Ella Hammer, Laura Reist, Laura Bomberger, Mabel Fetter, 
May Spitler, and Mary Strickler, appear frequently in the early min- 
utes of the society. 


At present much of the work formerly done by the society is done 
by the Lutheran Church Women. Members of the Perseverance So- 
ciety still serve occasional dinners and sell jello and saffron. Present 
officers are Mrs. Alvin K. Zeller, President; Mrs. Mark Brunner, 
Vice President; Mrs. LeRoy Shamber, Secretary; Mrs. Jacob Boltz, 
Financial Secretary; Miss Georgette C. Keath, Treasurer. 


Luther League 


One of the younger organizations of the church is the Luther 
League. The teenagers meet twice a month during the winter months, 
either for study or work connected with the church, and its organiza- 
tions. 


Officers are:- Mary Jane Kreitzer, President; Brenda Hammer, 
Secretary; Joel Miller, Treasurer, Patricia Kreitzer, Secretary for So- 
cial Action; Anne Brunner, Missionary Secretary; Sheila Bennetch, 
Secretary of Evangelism; Cynthia Reedy, Publicity; Jesse Hammer, 
Recreation; Guy Gernert, Refreshments; Delmar Hoshower, Chaplain; 
and Dawn Labe, Christian Vocations. Mrs. Kenneth Light is the 
adult advisor. 








ST. LUKE’S LUTHER LEAGUE 


Front row—Sheila Bennetch, Rebecca Zimmerman, Blanche Hammer, Anne 
Brunner, Mary Jane Kreitzer, Cynthia Reedy, Theresa Herr, Barbara Rutter, 
Patricia Kreitzer, Helen Ober. 

Second row—Dawn Labe, Betty Kupp, Janice Beamesderfer, Linda May, Jean 
Labe, Jeffrey Reedy, Joel Miller, Thomas Hammer. 

Third row—Lynn Gernert, Jesse Hammer, Robert Bollinger, Guy Gernert. 


In checking over a list of members of the Lutheran Church prior to 
1800, we discover that the list contains the names of married couples 
and a few single men, but not one name of a single woman. The 
question is, weren’t single women allowed to hold church member- 
ship? 
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An early membership list includes:- 


Matthias Albright and wife, Magdalena 

Frederick Albright and wife, Mary Margaret 

George Albright and wife, Eva Christina 

Martin Albright and wife, Sophia (Brecht) 

Christian Armstrong and wife, Christina 

John Beamesderfer and wife, Elizabeth 

Jacob Brecht and wife, Elizabeth 

John Nicholas Becker and wife Magdalena 

Daniel Bobb and wife, Salome 

Philip Boyer and wife, Eva 

Martin Boyer and wife, Catharine 

George Bair and wife, Eva 

George Batdorf and wife, Dorothea 

Michael Capp 

Andreas Capp and wife, Catharine 

George Capp and wife, Magdalena 

George Magnus Conrad and wife, Margaret 

Henry Dissinger and wife, Anna Maria 

John Dissinger and wife, Judith (Lauser) 

John Dissinger and wife, Catharine (Neff) 

John Nicholas Ensminger and wife, Elizabeth 

Michael Egloff and wife, Elizabeth 

Valentine Egloff and wife, Veronica 

Adam Fengel and wife, Justina 

John Fletcher and wife, Margaret 

Jacob Fidler and wife, Susanna 

George Fessler and wife, Elizabeth 

Valentine Fieman 

Adam Fieman and wife, Suzanna 

Casper Fieman and wife, Christina 

Jacob Gass and wife, Christina 

George Gramlich and wife, Magdalena 

Jacob Geib 

Henry Garge and wife, Anna Maria (Fried) 

Frederick Garrett and wife, Maria 

John Jacob Garrett and wife, Catharine 

Ludwig Houser, Sr. 

Peter Houser and wife, Barbara (Brecht) 

George Hildebrandt and wife, Margaret 

John Hammer and wife, Rosina 

Balthaser Hertzler and wife, Barbara 

John George Hertzler and wife, Margaret Magdalena 

James Huston and wife, Suzanna 

Casper [ba and first wife, Anna Maria 
second wife, Gertrude 

Henry Iba and wife, Barbara (Reidel) 

Philip Iba and wife, Eva Christina (Albright) 

Anthony Kapp and wife, Margaret 

Balthaser Keath and wife, Anna Maria 
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Kraft Kolb and wife, Eva 

Peter Kolb and Barbara (Sweitzer) 

David Kramer and wife, Alice 

Jacob Kitzmiller and Catharine 

Leonard Krumbine and wife, Anna Maria 
Leonard Krumbine, Jr. and wife, Catharine 
John Lauser and wife, Barbara 

John Lauser, Jr. and wife, Christina 

Jacob Lauser, and wife, Magdalena 

Casper Ley and wife, Barbara 

Andrew Moore and wife, Catharine Elizabeth 
Jacob Moore and wife, Magdalena 

Adam Moore and wife, Barbara 

Peter Moore and wife, Catharine (Trion) 
Henry Mock and wife, Eva 

Henry Mock, Jr. and wife, Catharine 
Adam Mock and wife, Sophia 

Philip Mock and wife, Catharine 

Jacob Miller and wife, Barbara 

John Jacob Neff (Neaff) and wife Elizabeth 
Jacob Neff and wife, Christina 

George Neff and wife, Catharine 

Abraham Neff and wife, Catharine 

George Neff and wife, Rosina 

George Neff and wife, Elizabeth 

John Neff and wife, Catharine 

Jacob Neff and wife, Barbara 

Michael Neff and wife, Anna Maria 

Jacob Neip and wife, Agatha 

John Neip, Jr. and wife, Anna Mary 

John Adam Oberlin and wife, Margaret 
Christopher Oberlin and wife, Catharine 
Jacob Phillipy and wife, Christina (Trautman) 
Christian Phillipy and wife, Anna Maria 
Jacob Phillipy and wife, M. Magdalena 
Philip Pfeffer and wife, Anna Maria 

Henry Pfeffer and wife, Elizabeth 

Henry Pfeffer, Jr. and wife, Catharine 
George Rau and wife, Magdalena 

John Peter Ream and wife, Esther 

John Ream and wife, Magdalena 

Michael Roth and wife, Susana 

Anthony Stiegel and wife, Marg. Christina (Neip) 
Henry Seiler (Saylor) and wife, Catharine 
Christopher Seiler and wife, Elizabeth 
Jacob Sanders and wife, Anna 

Jacob Sanders, Jr. and wife, Catharine 
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Nicholas Swanger and wife, Catharine (Fried) 
Paul Swanger and wife, Barbara 

Jno. Geo. Schrock and wife, Salome 
John Stober and wife, Salome 

Andreas Strickler and wife, Catharine 
Jno. Geo. Strickler and wife, Catharine 
Francis Smith 

John Smith and wife, Margaret 

John Smith, Jr. and wife Barbara (Zieger) 
Valentine Schweighard and wife, Barbara 
George Swengel and wife, Margaret 
John George Ulrich and wife, Catharine 
Jacob Umbehend and wife, Suzanna (Fried) 
Michael Trion and wife, Eva 

Frederick Taxis and wife, Christina 
Michael Valentine and wife, Magdalena 
Jacob Weist and wife, Barbara 

Andrew Wey and wife, Margaret 
Michael Winter and wife, Margaret 
George Weiman and wife, Eva 

Andrew Wittemoyer 

Michael Weber and wife, Anna Barbara 
Ludwig Weber and wife, Elizabeth 

Jacob Zartman and wife, Regina 

John Zieger and wife, Catharine 


Many of these names as well as others appear on the list of com- 
municants for Easter, 1771 and for the 20th Sunday after Trinity, 
1771, as listed by the pastor, Frederick August Conrad Muhlenberg. 





Members of the Church Council of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Schaefferstown. 


Front row—Harvey Martin, Kenneth Lutz, Howard Brown, Samuel Mock, 
Thomas Gernert, Donald Bollinger, and Rey. William W. Miller, Pastor. 
Back row—LeRoy Shamber, Robert Sonnen, Lee Thierwechter, J. Lester Stoh- 
ler, Mark Brunner, and George Corl. 

Absent were—Lewis Bennetch, Ervin Sherk, Warren Zeller, Harvey Smith, Ray- 
mond Miller, and Luther Bennetch. 
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THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


In the year 1847 a small group of members of the Evangelical faith 
built the building now housing Schaefferstown’s fire apparatus. 

This group, of which Mose Dissinger was an early member, con- 
tinued to hold services until 1919. The congregation was rather small 
to be self-supporting, and by 1919 membership had dropped to a 
point where the group could no longer survive. The building was 
always known as the ‘meeting house’ and many older residents of 
town recall Sunday afternoon services in this building. 

The inscription of the sandstone between the two half circular win- 
dows is as follows: “Die Salems Kirche der Evangelische Gemein- 
schaft, 1847.” The United Brethren Congregation met here while 





The First Evangelical Church of Schaefferstown, now houses Schaefferstown’s 
fire apparatus. 
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HISTORY OF THE HEIDELBERG CHURCH 
OF THE BRETHREN 


The Tulpehocken congregation was organized in 1841 in the Leba- 
non valley, including Lebanon, Midway, Richland, Myerstown and 
Heidelberg churches; at that time there were about fifty members in 
that circuit. These members were interested in mission work. 


In 1840 the Tulpehocken church house was built at a cost of $3,- 
QO0.. in 1867 the Heidelberg Church was built at a cost of $4.000., in 
1871 the Cornwall Church was built at a cost of $3,000., in 1876 the 
Myerstown Church was built at a cost of $3,000., in 1895 the Midway 
House was built at a cost of $3,800., John Zug was the first Elder 
in charge. 


In 1898 the church council decided there should be some English 
preaching. In 1901 the council decided to divide into two church 
districts, leaving Midway and Lebanon as a congregation, and Myers- 
town and Heidelberg as a congregation. In 1919 as the membership 
grew it was again decided to divide leaving Richland, Myerstown and 
the Heidelberg congregations as separate congregations, for the last 
forty-four years. 


In 1881 Elder Cyrus Bucher organized the first Sunday School in 
the Heidelberg Church. This was of short duration, owing to the fact 
that Cyrus Bucher moved to Ijlinois, and at that time a number of the 
members were not interested in Sunday School. In 1891 a Sunday 
School was again organized with John Herr as Superintendent and as 
far as it is known there has been Sunday School there ever since. 





The Heidelberg Church of the Brethren east of Reistville 
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The Heidelberg Church house was built in 1867, the original size 
was 50 x 70 ft., in 1900 an annex of 12 feet in length was added, 
making a seating capacity of 900. 

The first services were held November 23rd and 24th in 1867, the 
first hymn that was sung was “Lobe den Heren den Machtigen Konig 
der ehren’’, Elder Jacob Reinhold preached the first sermon, using for 
his text Hebrews 3;4 ‘For every house is builded by some man, but 
he that built all things is God.” 

The first love feast held in the Heidelberg House was held October 
15th and 16th, 1869 with ten ministers attending. 

The following list of names of men who have been elected to the 
office of Minister and Deacon in the Heidelberg Church since 1871 
and 1962. 


Ministers Deacons 
1871 George Bucher 1871 Abram Myer 
1871 John Herr 1875 Jacob Nissley 
1881 Jacob Nissley 1879 Martin Heisey 
1885 Martin Heisey 1881 Benjamin Smith 
1896 William Oberholtzer 1881 Cyrus Bucher 
1900 Joseph Whilhelm 1882 Reuben Royer 
1903 John Royer 1886 Nathan Gibble 
1905 Benjamin Zug 1886 Ephraim Brubaker 
1911 Michael Kurtz 1886 Levi Bollinger 
1919 Henry King 1897 Joseph Wilhelm 
1927 Peter Heisey 1897 Edwin Kurtz 
1945 Curtis Dubble 1900 Mohler Bucher 
1948 Earl Ziegler 1905 Harry Hacker 
1955 Enos Heisey 1905 John Gibble 
1959 Luke Bucher 1911 Jacob Wenger 


1919 Harry Brubaker 
1919 Henry King 
1919 Harry Light 
1919 Peter Heisey 
1919 William Krall 
1933 Alvin Bucher 
1941 Samuel Heisey 
1947 Herman Royer 
1947 Abram Ziegler 
1952 Paul Wenger 
1962 Paul Heisey 


Since Heidelberg became a separate congregation in 1919 until 
1963 eleven men served as ministers, nine that were elected and two 
that moved into the congregation. Perry Sanger moved in 1923 and 
Alton Bucher in 1938. 


Elders who served in the Heidelberg Church are as follows: 
John Herr, August 15, 1919 to March 5, 1928 

Michael Kurtz, March 1928 to February 27, 1932 

Henry King, February 1932 to September 22, 1955 

Alton Bucher, November 1955 to present time 
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In the year 1841 there were 50 members in the Lebanon Valley 
and as of October 1, 1961 there were 1619 members in the Lebanon 
Valley. The membership of the Heidelberg congregation on October 
1, 1962 is 199. 


The Heidelberg Church house is located one half mile east of Reist- 
ville. Sunday School and Worship services every Sunday morning. 
Parking room no problem. 

The Heidelberg Church of the Brethren extends to you a cordial 
welcome to come and worship God with us. 


Alton Bucher 


PATRIOTISM 


BATTALION DAY 


When we, in 1963, think of National Defense our thoughts travel 
to D.E.W. lines, inter-continental missiles, a well organized and active 
Pennsylvania National Guard and well equipped, alert S.A.C. and 
T.A.C. bases. Two hundred years ago national defense implied the 
home guard with emphasis on the individual soldier. After the strug- 
gle for independence and its lessons in the need for preparedness a 
system of home guard organizations was inaugurated in 1792. By 
today’s standards it may seem to be a haphazard and loosely organized 
arrangement but our forefathers did what they could with what they 
had. For the period of 1792 to about 1850 all able bodied males be- 
tween the age of 18 and 45 were required by law to drill in a military 
manner for one day a year. Exceptions were made to those in govern- 
ment positions. Failure to comply resulted in a fine of fifty cents. 
The well-to-do paid the fine in many cases and forgot their responsi- 
bility. Some joined local units which met regularly and took their 
duties seriously as was the case with many of our forebears who 
joined the “Fencibles,” an independent unit organized by Captain John 
Pflueger. During most of its existence it was commanded by Captain 
Michael Keath, and Henry Stohler and Martin Ream served as lieute- 
nants. Henry Bucks was the orderly sergeant. This was the elite 
organization. Their uniforms were gaudy and their military conduct 
becoming. The indifferent and unfortunately at times, the ruffians, 
made up the group which provided the excitement once a year. The 
annual muster took place on the square either in May or after the 
harvest. All the residents of the area, including South Lebanon, Mill- 
creek and Jackson Townships, mustered in Schaefferstown. The day 
took on a holiday atmosphere with visiting social gatherings providing 
a background for the ringing military commands as the men drilled on 
the square. 


A typical muster would see the men in town early in the day forti- 
fying themselves in the local taverns for the rigors of the muster. Since 
there were five taverns and because the inspection and roll call took 
place at noon, many of these gallant soldiers were too well fortified 
by the time the drill began. As a result, the affair was often a comedy 
of errors. Weapons and uniforms were to be issued by the new Fed- 
eral Government, but they never arrived. Each man dressed and 
armed himself as he could and the result was ridiculous from the 
military point of view. The day brought out the best in some and the 
worst in others. Many grudge fights were saved specifically for this 
day and bloody fist fights often overshadowed the real purpose of 
the event. 


i! 
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By the time the command “Fall In” was sounded many had already 
‘fallen out’ or were rendered unfit for military service. It might be 
added that the commanding officers were usually men of ability and 
with the proper military bearing. These, in their splendid uniforms. 
added to the colorful atmosphere. 

After the roll call and inspection and a few ‘manual of arms’ drills 
the command was marched to the Fountain Park in military splendor 
to take part in maneuvers or sham battles. Here, in the field east of 
the park, the real carnival atmosphere prevailed. Hucksters, local 
business houses, and outside concessionaires displayed their wares in 
booth or stands surrounding the field of battles. After a man was 
rendered ineffective as a combatant because of a military blunder, he 
could escort his favorite lady friend to a stand and buy her cookies 
and mead. Mead was a mixture of honey and water, fermented and 
flavored. Cookies of various types were for sale with ‘Lebkucha’ and 
‘Love Letters” being the most popular. Surprisingly enough, a ‘Flying 
Horse’ or merry-go-round was set up temporarily for the enjoyment 
of the young and old. It was operated by a traveling European by the 
name of Herzog. 

The ‘Fencibles’ would engage the local militia in these sham battles 
and naturally the elite organization emerged victorious. Their mili- 
tary accomplishments and gaudy uniforms attracted the young belles 
of the time to the chagrin of less fortunate militia men and many fistic 
engagements were provoked by this female admiration. All in all, 
it was probably a good thing that “Battalion Day” came but once a 
year. Broken hearts could mend and wounds could heal by the time 
‘mustering call’ sounded again. 


PATRIOTISM 


Many of the young men in the community during the past 200 years 
served this country in a more substantial and sacrificing manner than 
those who attended Battalion Day annually. Every war this country 
has been engaged in saw wholehearted support by the able bodied citi- 
zens of our community. At the very beginning of the Revolutionary 
War, in 1775, a company of volunteers was organized in the area for 
the purpose of defending the liberties of the United Colonies. Captain 
George Hudson commanded, John More was First Lieutenant and 
George Miller was the Second Lieutenant. The following list of men 
served in this Company: 


John Bollman John Moyer 

Adam Bollman Michael Moyer 
Christopher Boyer Abraham Naef (Neff) 
Henry Brosius George Naef 

Philip Brown George Rightenour 
Frederick Heberly Andrew Strickler 
George Hoffman Leonard Strickler 
George Holstein Martin Weiser 

Henry Keller George Trion 

John Krum Christian Wike 


Henry Moyer George Strickler 
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This group saw no active service and some later joined other or- 
ganizations. In the Fall of 1776 Colonel Greenawalt’s Battalion of 
Rangers was organized in the present Lebanon County area. Officers 
in this organization included Captain Henry Schaeffer (son of the 
founder), First Lieutenant Philip Wolfesberger, Second Lieutenant 
Nicholos Zollinger and Ensign George Frank. It is assumed that the 
Company commanded by these men was comprised of local men but 
no records are available. The Company saw service from the Battle 
of Long Island in August 27, until the retreat of Washington ended 
on Pennsylvania soil. Another Company commanded by Peter Grubb 
contains the following local men: John Smith, Michael Miller, Peter 
Miller, Christian Geib and Andrew Shenk. One man, John Beames- 
derfer served for five years. He participated in all the battles fought 
by Washington, but his organization is not known. 


In the War of 1812 the following men served their Couutry. 


Jacob Kramlich John Gass 

Jacob Bricker Jacob Greisher 
Jacob Eberly Peter Spangler 
Peter Moore Adam Sunday 
Henry Bricker Jacob Phlueger 
George Neaff David Kromer 
Henry Porsh Martin Bergelbach 
Frederick Bollman Evan Lewis 
Frederick Kreig Jonathan Tompkins 


Christian Ramler 


During the Civil War this community furnished a large quota of men 
for the Union armies. When the Ninety-third Regiment, Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, was organized in the summer of 1861, Company F 
was largely made up of young men from Heidelberg township, and a 
number of local men joined other companies of the regiment. The 
period of enlistment was three years, and in 1864 most of these sur- 
vivors reenlisted and served to the close of the war. Many recruits 
also joined the regiment in the Spring of 1864. The regiment saw 
the hardest kind of service, and always acquitted itself well. From its 
roster the following names have been collected as belonging to local 
men. 

_Members of Company F 


Ben}. F. Kreiger, 1st Lieut. William A. Krum 

Cyrus Moore, Ist Serg’t. Cyrus Krumbine 

Solomon Dissinger Monroe P. Sanders 

John G. Dissinger Joseph W. Hoke, Seret. 
Henry C. Mays Jno. S. Long, Lieut. Col. 
Henry Lauser David Dissinger, 1st Lieut. 
Reuben Krumbine Cyrus Dissinger 

Monroe H. Stohler Joseph Donough 

John A. Reager Franklin Donough 

William Reager Henry Flowers 


Franklin Reager Jacob Gockley 
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George Kunkleman 
Adam Kunkleman 


John Kessler 
Levi C. Meyer 


Company D—William D. Eckert, Corporal: Levi Books, Isaac 
Ditzler, Moses M. Fetter. 


Company A—Samuel W. Dissinger, Jos. W. Dissinger. 


Of these the death record is as follows: Geo. Kunkelman was drown- 
ed in York River, June 30, 1862, Cyrus Krumbine and Monroe H. 
Stohler were killed in the Battle of the Wilderness, May 5, 1864: Solo- 
mon Dissinger and Henry C. Mays were killed in the battle of Win- 
chester, September 19, 1864, and Isaac Ditzler died in service. Cyrus 
Moore and Reuben Krumbine were severely wounded, the former in 
the battle of Winchester and the latter in the Battle of the Wilderness. 
Both recovered from their wounds and lived to a ripe old age. 


Company K, One Hundred and Forty-second Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, was also largely composed of Heidelberg township boys. This 
regiment got its baptism of fire in the battle of Fredericksburg, Va.. 
December 13, 1862, and served to the end of the war, making an 
enviable record for gallantry and good fighting qualities. The names 
of the local men were as follows: 


Jeremiah Hoffman, Capt. 
W. G. Garrett, Sergt. 
James V. Staley, Corporal 
H. M. Garrett 

George Strickler 

Jacob Souders 


Levi Sheetz 
Jonas Siechrist 
George Krist 
John Seiders 
Wm. H. Seiders 
Michael Seiders 


Solomon W. Strohm 
Henry Smith 

Chas. K. Burkey 
William Philippi 

John W. Dissinger, Capt. 
George Steinmetz 

Lewis Miller 


Edward Mellman 
Peter Smith 
Peter Gerberich 
Abraham Bickel 
Henry Bickel 
John McLean 


Of these, two, James V. Staley and John Seiders, died in the service. 
the former in the trenches at Petersburg, Va., and the latter in a rebel 
prison- pen. The following is a more or less complete roll of local 


men who served in other commands: 


One Hundred and Seventh Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers— 
Isaac M. Spang, William Hewitt, Edward M. Fetter, Absalom Gock- 


ley, Jacob Sanders. 


One-Hundred and Ninety-fifth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers—C,. C. Weirich M. K. Sheetz, William K. Ream, Isaac Weik. 


Ninetieth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers—Israel N. Dissinger. 


Ninety-third Regiment, 
Mays, Surgeon. 


Pennsylvania Volunteers—Dr. George 
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One Hundred and Sixty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers—David 
Seiders. 


One Hundred and Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers—Anthony 
Caster. 


One Hundred and Twelfth Pennsylvania Volunteers—George P. 
Cormany. 


Commands not known—Cyrus Engel, Dr. Wm. B. Bair. 


Of the drafted men of 1862, the following were members of Com- 
pany I, One Hundred and Seventy-third Regiment, Pennsylvania: 


William B. Iba, Capt. Israel Strickler 

A. M. Riehm, 1st Sergt. Jno. K. Strickler 
Wm. H. Simmons, Corpl. Henry Gettle 
Wm. Albright Isaac Hoffman 
Levi Artz Isaac Klick 

Jacob Corl William Lutz 
Michael Dehn Franklin Miller 
Jacob Douple Jonathan Spangler 
Frank Krumbine Henry Strickler 
Samuel Price William Weik 


During the Spanish American War George Strickler, William Sie- 
grist and Lloyd Hetrick entered the service. 


World War I, saw the following listed men from this area in uni- 
form 


Ralph Achey Clifford Mock 
Harry Beamesderfer *George Mock 
Robert Beamesderfer Cyrus Ressler 
Henry Bomberger Paul Royer 
Paul Dulabone Benjamin Royer 
Irwin Dull Harvey Royer 
Paul Fidler Harry Royer 
Edwin Firestine James Strickler 
John Gerhart George Stohler 
Isaac Griffe Paul Smith 
Arthur Heller Samuel Smith 
Frank Hartman *Howard Shue 
James Keener Samuel Shaak 
Miles Keener Myers Witmer 
Henry Keener Irvin Weidman 
Harry Keller Caleb White, Sr. 
William Krall Stephen Witmer 
John Landis Harry Witmer 


Nathan Miller 
* Killed In Action 
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Dedication of the Community Service Flag on Dec. 7, 1942. The number of 
service men from this area totaled 222 before the end of World War II. 


ROSTER OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN AREA MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR II 


The all out effort of our country during World War II made great 
demands on our citizens. They responded admirably by increased 
national efforts on the home front and by sending an unprecedented 





number of young men and women into the service. There may be 


some omissions in this list. 


Ralph Achey 
Carl Albert 
Calvin Albert 
Eugene Albert 
J. Ross Albert 
Paul Althouse 


D. Lee Backenstose 

J. Donald Backenstose 
Martin Baim 

Warren H. Beamesderfer 
Earl Beamesderfer 
Fred Beamesderfer 
Henry C. Beamesderfer 
Lester Beamesderfer 
Lloyd E. Beamesderfer 
Charles W. Becker 

Ida M. Berger 

Elwood Binkley 


Space is provided for your corrections. 


John H. Binner 
Russell H. Blouch 
Roy A. Bomberger 
J. Loyd Bomgardner 
David H. Bomgardner 
Herbert W. Brown 
Dorothy A. Brubaker 
Norman J. Brubaker 
Abram Bucher 
Curtis M. Bucher 
Ralph Bucher 
Raymond A. Bucher 
Richard Bucher 
Jean E. Busser 


Ernest Carpenter 
Albert Christener 
Leon B. Clauser 
Robert L. Clauser 
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Owen J. Copenhaver 
Chester W. Corl 
Harold H. Corl 


Ralph Deemer 
Raymond C. Deemer 
Myers J. Deck 
George Deiter 
Victor S. Derr 


Clarence T. Dissinger 


Joseph Dohner 
Cloyd O. Doster 
Paul M. Double 
Ralph B. Douple 
Alton J. Dubble 
*Guy L. Dulabone 
Roy C. Derr 


Paul Eberly 
Ralph Eberly 
Russell Ebling 
Isaac Edwards 
William J. Enck 


Henry T. Fake 
Harry Fertig 
Clifford Fetter 
Winfield R. Fetter 
Nelson Firestine 
Harry J. Fralich, Jr. 
Rose E. Fralich 
Norman F. Fralich 
Harry Frederick 
Samuel Frederick 


Claude E. Goshert 
George E. Goshert 
Franklin B. Griffe 


Clayton P. Hackman 
Isaac Hartman 

John F. Hartman 
Rudolph J. Hartman 
Willis Heagy 

J. Henry Heagy 
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Dorothy J. Heilinger 
Victor B. Hensel 
Alvin G. Herr 
Harold D. Herr 
Robert D. Herr 


Lloyd A. Hetrich, Jr. 


John T. Hickernell 
Arthur E. Horst 
George W. Horst 
Nathan R. Horst 
Ray Horst 
Charles H. Huber 
Claude S. Huber 


Ethel M. Imhof 


Rufus Katerman 
Ray Katzaman 
Allen Katzaman 
Carl H. Keener 
Harold H. Keener 
Raymond Keener 
James F. Keener, Jr. 
Louis M. Keener 
Marvin W. Keener 
Ralph Keener, Jr. 
Norman E. Keller 
Vernon Kintzer 
Robert M. Kline 
Chester Knable 
Norman Knier 
Warren P. Kohl 
Anna E. Krall 
Ernest Krall 
George R. Krall 
Kenneth H. Krall 
Herman B. Krall 
William J. Krum 
A. Rudolph Kurtz 
J. Hayden Kurtz 
Myers R. Kurtz 
Mildred G. Kurtz 


*Harold Kurtz 


Richard Kreiser 
Charles E. Kreiser 
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Daniel J. Leib 
Paul Lape 
Clarence Z. Lausch 
Titus Z. Lausch 
Franklin H. Leed 
Leroy L. Leed 
Lloyd Lesher 
Luke Levengood 
Olga W. Lopes 
Rita W. Lopes 
Claude A. Ludwig 


Franklin G. Moyer 
Warren E. Mann 

Roy A. Mase 
Mahlon B. Mentzer 
Augustus C. Marderness 
Herbert T. Marderness 
Joseph Mettley 
William B. Mickley 
W. Eugene Moats 
Mark S. Mock 
Monroe H. Mock 
Harry R. Moore 
Theodore J. Morris 
John W. Marinkov 
Clifford M. McQuate 
John McQuate 
Kenneth R. McQuate 
Richard C. McQuate 
Allen McQuate 
Roger McQuate 
Samuel McQuate 


Harry Netzley 
Jacob Netzley 
Elwood C. Noll 
Lester H. Noll 
Roy I. Noll 


Earl Ochs 


William Parker 
Chester H. Parsons 
Harry H. Peiffer 
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Elsie Poorman 
Richard Price 


Morris Ream 
Jonas Ressler 

J. Chester Royer 
Melvin J. Royer 
Lester Ruhl 

Jay E. Ruth 
Benton Ruth 


Arlington R. Smith 
George W. Sanders 
Eden B. Sechrist 
Harold C. Schoener 
B. Tory Shantz 
Clarence W. Sattazahn 
Russell J. Sattazahn 
G. Lincoln Seltzer 
Chester G. Shaeffer 
Harry W. Shirk 
Donald Sholley 
Seth Sholley 

Dean C. Smith 

J. Richard Smith 
Norman Smith 
Sterling Smith 
Willard A. Smith 
Delbert Steinmetz 
Ammon Stohler 
Harry F. Stohler 
Theodore S. Stohler 
Charles H. Strickler 
William R. Strickler 
Henry K. Swanger 
J. William Swanger 
Myers J. Sechrist 
Leroy S. Schaeffer 


Arthur J. Thompson 
Ralph W. Thumma 
Paul Tobias 


Raymond M. Ulrich 
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Kenneth W. Walker William S. Winneshiek 
William Walker Mark P. Witmer 
Charles Walters Clarence A. Wolfe 


Edward Waltman 

Ambrose Warner 

Charles Wealand John Yoder 
Samuel Weidner 

Morris H. Weidman 


Paul H. Weidman John Zartman 

Reuben Weik Edgar C. Zehring 
*Russell Weik F. D. Zimmerman, Jr. 

Caleb H. White, Jr. John B. Zimmerman 

George White —___ 

Richard J. Wike *Killed In Action 





Set. Harold G. Kurtz 
Killed in action over Germany 
September 22, 1944 
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Pvt. Guy L. Dulabone 
Killed in action in Italy 
January 22, 1944 





P. O. 2-C Russell E. Weik 
Killed in action in Pacific 
May 1, 1945 


BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 


MAIL SERVICE IN SCHAEFFERSTOWN, PA. 


After the establishment of the United States Government it took 
many years for the mail service to be developed to a reasonable de- 
gree of efficiency. Up to the year 1825 mails for Schaefferstown were 
few and far between. Carriers traveled between Womelsdorf and 
Schaefferstown, Lebanon and Lititz via Schaefferstown on foot. Their 
salary was very meager. After 1825 the mode of travel for the mail 
carrier improved and he was able to use a horse and sulky. As time 
went on stage coaches replaced the horse and sulky and they carried 
passengers and merchandise as well as the mail. At the same time the 
number of mails received increased. Between the approximate years 
of 1825 and 1870 mail was received here every other day. From then 
on through the present day two mails daily are being received. 


The first Post Office of which mention has been found was in exis- 
tence during the Presidents Jackson and Van Buren administrations 
(1829-1837). This Post Office was then located on the southwest 
corner of the square. Since this period there have been numerous 
locations of the Post Office. The facility provided on January 1, 
1962 was the first one to be specifically used as a Post Office. 


Dr. John Shertzer, who resided and had his office on the southwest 
corner of the square was the first postmaster of whom mention has 
been found. He served from approximately 1829 to 1837 when he 
left town. Succeeding Dr. Shertzer is mentioned Dr. Jonathon Zerbe 
who served during the Presidents Taylor and Fillmore administrations 
until approximately 1850. Somewhere around 1850 to 1853 William 
Dissinger had his Post Office where the Otto Light family now resides. 


During the President Pierce administration 1853 to 1857, Dr. Chris- 
tian Bucher resided and had his office somewhere on East Main Street. 
Following Dr. Christian Bucher, it has been found that Dr. Samuel 
Schaeffer had the post office in what is now the Charles Mock resi- 
dence until 1872, the time he died. His son, Thomas J. Schaeffer 
immediately took over the father’s duties. 


Later, approximately 1885, Jeremiah Ream served as postmaster 
in the present residence of the Lyle Krall family. Next to him Emanuel 
Stober is said to have had the post office where Harold Nolt and his 
family now live. After Mr. Stober, John Beamesderfer served as post- 
master in the J. Paul Skewis residence. No dates of service for the 
latter two postmasters could be found. 


At the turn of the century Milton Hartman was postmaster in the 
store now known as “Umbergers” until 1903, when the store business 
changed ownership. Next to Mr. Hartman, it is said that Cyrus 
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United States Post Office, dedicated January 1, 1962 


Hetrick had the post office in the present Andrew Moyer residence 
until 1910. In 1910, Mr. Jacob Hickernell moved the post office to 
the building known as the Patriotic Order Sons of America Hall. 
After his death in 1911, his daughter, Jennie, now Mrs. Harry App 
living in Newark, Delaware, took over the postal duties until 1928. 
She had moved the post office to what is now the Mrs. Edwin Deater 
residence. 


In 1928 Rev. Donald Backenstose became postmaster and had the 
office immediately west of the Franklin House until 1933 when his 
father John Backenstose became postmaster. Mr. John Backenstose 
served until his death in April of 1949. On July 1, 1949 the present 
postmaster, Raymond A. Bucher assumed the duties of the office. 


In these years from 1825 to 1963 the post office has kept pace 
with other businesses and other communities in growth and service. 
It has come up from a small fourth class office to a second class office 
employing three people and is prepared to keep in step with the com- 
munity as it will progress from here on. 

Postmaster Raymond A. Bucher 


THE PHYSICIANS OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN 


The first physician of Schaefferstown was Dr. Casper Schweitzer, 
who, coming to America in 1735, was living here as early as 1766 and 
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as late as 1790. In 1797 Dr. Michael Trion was the physician called 
when Francis Sheetz was murdered. By 1799 Dr. Jacob Grubb was 
living in town. He was the father-in-law of Dr. John Shertzer, who 
practiced here until he moved to Massillon, Ohio, in 1837. Dr. 
Christian Bucher also practiced during this period. When Dr. Shertzer 
left town, he sold his practice to Dr. Jonathon Zerbe, who had read 
medicine in his office. Dr. Zerbe, who died in 1887, during his many 
years of practice had a number of young men who read medicine under 
his tutelage, after which they usually took two years of medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Among these were Dr. Samuel M. 
Schaeffer, a grandson of Alexander Schaeffer, who practiced here only 
briefly before going to Brickerville, and Dr. George Mays, a native of 
town, who became his son-in-law. A Civil War surgeon, Dr. Mays 
practiced with Dr. Zerbe for a time between leaving a practice in 
Lititz and entering upon a successful career in Philadelphia. Two of 
Dr. Zerbe’s sons, Dr. Thomas and Dr. Frank, also practiced here, 
though after 1883, both were more concerned with the management 
of their cigar factory. About 1899 Dr. Frank Zerbe resumed his 
practice, which he continued for a score of years until his death. Two 
of Dr. Bucher’s sons also practiced here for some years. Dr. Alfred 
Bucher after a time went into business. His brother, Dr. I. Wiley 
Bucher, in 1876 sold his practice to Dr. James Keath, a native of the 
town. Dr. Keath, a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, prac- 
ticed here, except for a short period in the nineties, until his death in 
1910. After 1897 Dr. Keath would take as partners for a few years 
at a time men just out of medical school who were eager in those days 
before internship was routine to work under the supervision of an ex- 
perienced physician. These were in turn Dr. John Beattie, Dr. John 
Light, Dr. Frank Shenk, Dr. Fishburne and Dr. John Blecker. Dr. 
Alfred M. Becker was here from 1896 until his early death at the age 
of thirty in 1902. In the early 1900’s Dr. Lesher also practiced here 
for five or six years. 


In November, 1910, Dr. Frank Zimmerman of Millbach, a gradu- 
ate of Jefferson Medical College, after practicing for a time in Schoe- 
neck, moved to Schaefferstown. He is still well remembered, for he 
continued in active practice until his death in 1958. 


Dr. Ralph Thumma of Enhart was here from 1935 to 1942, after 
which he moved to California. 


Dr. Zimmerman’s elder son, Franklin, was trained at Lafayette 
College and Jefferson Medical College. After an internship at Lan- 
caster General Hospital, he served as a medical officer on the China- 
Burma front during World War II. Upon leaving the service, he 
started practice here in 1948 and, happily, has continued. 

Leon E. Lewis 


Dr. Franklin Dieffenbach Zimmerman IJ was born on a farm near 
Millbach Springs on April 30, 1878—the fourth child in a 
family of ten. His father, John Monroe Zimmerman, was a farmer 
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Dr. F. D. Zimmerman, Sr. 


and live stock jockey. His mother, Lizzie Becker Zimmerman, was 
the daughter of John Becker, a well-to-do farmer and landowner. 


The family moved successfully to two farms which adjoined the 
birth place and Franklin attended county school at Millbach Springs, 
Where, we were told the Zimmermans and two other neighboring fami- 
lies had a total of twenty-one children in the six grades at one time. 


In 1900 he went to Millersville State Normal School. His days in 
Normal School were a rich experience and he was particularly in- 
fluenced by his Botany teacher whose guidance enriched his aware- 
ness and love of nature, which persuaded his entire philosophy of life 
and extended to all who knew him. He graduated in 1902. The fol- 
lowing two winters he taught in the one room elementary school at 
Stricklerstown. In 1904 he entered Jefferson Medical College in 
Philadelphia. During the summer he earned money toward his educa- 
tion as a motor man on the trolley car which ran from Philadelphia 
to Willow Grove. This afforded him the Opportunity of hearing John 
Philip Sousa conduct his band at the height of its career. His recol- 
lections of life in Philadelphia, its rapid growth as a medical center, 
its fine Shakespearean theatre, its museums and hustling marts, were 
always exciting and entertaining. 


In September, 1906, he married Emma Kate Hartman, the daugh- 
ter of Clinton and Kate (Matthew) Hartman from Stricklerstown. 
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Her father, who died at forty-two years of age in 1898, had been 
a public school teacher for 26 years. 


The following June he graduated from Jefferson Medical College. 
He spent several weeks in the summer and during vacations from 
medical school, accompanying Dr. Horne of Newmanstown in his 
medical practice. This served, in that day, as an internship. In 
August. 1907, he and his wife and baby daughter settled in Scheneck, 
Lancaster County, where he opened his offices in the home of the 
widow of the late Scheneck physician, Dr. Wiest. He was well re- 
ceived and remained the family doctor of many of the residents even 
after he left Scheneck to go to practice in Schaefferstown. His service 
in the latter place started on November 10, 1910, and continued un- 
interrupted until his death on September 27, 1958. 


The first year in Schaefferstown his office was in the old home op- 
posite the new post office and Bell Telephone Building. In 1912, the 
growing family was moved into the brick home opposite and north- 
east of the Schaefferstown garage. The doctor was always interested 
in mechanical operations and motor cars which were steadily increas- 
ing in number and kind. He was well aware of the growing need for 
gasoline stations and repair shops for automobiles and so he opened 
a garage “on the side” in addition to his medical practice. Oliver 
Bender, from Schaefferstown, and Ira M. Schlosser, an earlier neigh- 
bor in Scheneck, were the mechanics. The first repair shop was housed 
in an old barn north of the house along the “alley.” By 1916, this 
site became too limited for the growing demand and the erection of 
the present Schaefferstown garage was started. It was completed in 
1917. In June of that year a party of twelve drivers went to Buffalo 
to transport 4-cylinder and 6-cylinder Buick Touring cars back home. 
It was a never-to-be-forgotten experience with many adventures en- 
route over rough, dusty, unmarked and unpaved roads. During these 
busy years his mechanical interests overflowed into relaxing hobbies 
of inventiveness. He contrived little gadgets, one of which was “pro- 
duced” into a box full of duplicates; it was a cigar holder to be 
fastened to the dashboard of the car. His magmum opus was a snow 
plane in-three successive models. The earliest one had a propeller at 
the front and moved on four runners. The last had the propeller at 
the rear and caterpillar treads on the back wheels with runners on the 
front. It ran and was used, at least once, as far away as Texter 
Mountains south of Newmanstown for a confinement case. This model 
was illustrated in Ford Times. Its deficiencies were too many for 
practical use, but it was an exciting episode in his life and that of the 
town’s on-lookers. 


In 1920, his practice and the management of the garage became too 
burdensome. He sold the home and garage to Leon Bomberger. The 
family, now including seven children, moved to Lancaster Avenue 
and after one year in a rented home they settled in the permanent 
home on the same street on Stone Hill. 


Dr. Zimmerman was devoted to his family, his work, and his com- 
munity. His own rich experiences in school convinced him that an 
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education is a necessity for a full and complete life. To that end he 
gave each of his seven children the Opportunity to attend college. He 
was always active in supporting the enlargement and improvement of 
the local schools. He was for many years, a member of the Schaeffers- 
town National Bank until its merger with the Lebanon Valley National 
Bank, when he became adviser on the latter Board of Directors. He 
was an active charter member of the Schaefferstown Lions Club and a 
32nd degree Mason, affiliated with Rajah Temple in Reading. 
Mrs. Roy Burkhart 


Dr. Franklin Dieffenbach Zimmerman, II, is the oldest son and 
sixth child of the late Dr. and Mrs. Franklin Zimmerman, I. He 
was born twenty minutes after midnight on January 1, 1917. He 
received his elementary and secondary education in Schaefferstown 
public schools, where he graduated in 1934. The next year he 
studied at Perkiomen Preparatory School and then in 1935 he entered 
Lafayette College and graduated in 1939. He attended Jefferson 
Medical School and received his M.D. in 1943 with highest honors 
in obstetrics and gynecology. He interned at the Lancaster General 
Hospital. 

He was called to the Armed Services before the end of his full 
year of internship with the rank of Ist Lieutenant and served in the 
Burma area until the end of the conflict in August, 1945, 





Dr. F. D. Zimmerman, Jr. 
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Franklin returned to Schaefferstown and opened his office on Main 
Street in the old Abe Brendle homestead just east of the St. Luke 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


Dr. Zimmerman is maried to the former Kathryn “Peg” Overly, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Overly of New Holland. They 
are the parents of three sons, Franklin, III, John, and Clayton, and 
two daughters, Emma Beth, wife of Thomas Nolt, and Rebecca 
Kathryn. 

Mrs. Roy Burkhart 


CARPENTER’S HALL 





This building served the community in many ways before it was torn 
down and moved to Kleinfeltersville in 1909 to be replaced by the 
present bank building in 1910. Erected by the owner of the Franklin 
House, Fred Carpenter, during the Civil War period, it has served as 
a clothing store for three Cohen brothers, a jewelry shop for Rex 
Weigley, a soda fountain for Morris Zug, and in it’s last days as 
Speece’s restaurant. The first Coca Cola ever sold in Schaefferstown 
was offered at this place. 


The Schaefferstown band at one time met here for practice and 
held band fairs for fund raising projects. At one time during its his- 
tory cigars were manufactured in the building. Dr. Claude Taylor 
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had his dentist office in this building for about two years around 1900. 
The trough and fountain in the foreground, a part of the Schaeffers- 
town water works, quenched the thirst of man and beast for many 
years. 





1 


First National Bank of Schaefferstown erected 1910. Now a branch of The 
Lebanon Valley Bank. 


BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY OF SCHAEFFERSTOWN 1763-1963 


Throughout the past 200 years Schaefferstown was by no means 
a dull town nor did it lack industries. The town was at one time a 
manufacturing center. There were factories of tile and brick, lock- 
smiths, blanket weavers. Hats were extensively manufactured here. 
Philip Brecht was a skilled locksmith, and there was a great and con- 
stant demand for his locks. He had his workshop on West Main 
Street on the lot between the Hattie Ruth home and the Huber resi- 
dence. After Mr. Brecht’s death his sons Philip and Michael con- 
tinued the trade and made quite a fortune. 


John Smith, a son of a Revolutionary soldier won fame for himself 
and the town by the beautiful bedspreads that he wove. These blankets 
command high prices at public sales today. Smith was a genius with 
an inventive mind. He invented a process for weaving tapestry blankets 
on which he got a patent by the United States Government. He was 
also a skillful dyer. 
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Dyers: John Smith and George Renner 

Confectioner: Philip Iba 

Tinsmiths: William Mellinger, David Souder, Solomon Beamesder- 
fer and son Robert, and David Beamesderfer. Lincoln Seltzer is to- 
day serving the community. 

Blacksmith: John Schlosser, John Jacob Sanders, George Beames- 
derfer. William Lutz, William Heffley and William (Penny) Sanders. 


Cake Shops: Mrs. Brownawell, Mrs. Jacob Mantel, Mrs. Philip 
Mock and Mrs. Michael Dissinger. 


About 4% mile south of town on the property owned by Charles 
Frick stands an old building, since remodeled, which was for many 
years used as a tannery. At the close of the 18th century, the manu- 
facture of leather was carried on by John Kline. Kline was succeeded 
in ownership of the property and business by Daniel Bomberger, Solo- 
mon Bomberger and Henry Bomberger, Jr. The leather manufactured 
there was always of good quality, and all those engaged in the business 
found it profitable. 


The manufacture of men’s and boys’ hats was carried on very ex- 
tensively during the second quarter of the 19th century by Henry 
Miller. not only for home trade, but also for distant markets. Miller 
introduced many new styles of hats in his day for which John B. 
Strickler, the turner, made the molds according to Miller’s ideas. 


Cabinetmakers and Undertakers during this period: Henry Gass, 
Jacob Bucks, Tobias Fernsler, Benjamin Mays, Henry Miller and 





JOHN SMITH WOVEN BEDSPREAD 
Blanket woven by John Smith, early Schaefferstown craftsman 
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Organ built by Benjamin Hartman, early cabinetmaker 


John Henry Landis. This shop was located on Main Street, now 
owned by Mrs. Kathryn Krall. 


More recently Harvey S. Wike, Alfred Clauser and now Robert 
Clauser conducts the modern funeral parlor. 


Chairmakers: John Hetrick, John B. Strickler, and George Mock. 
John B. Strickler also made spinning wheels and reels. 


Wheelwright and wagon makers: Peter Ream, Sr., Peter Ream, Jr., 
and William Ream. 


Gunsmiths: George Fetter and Absalom Daugerty. 


Coopers (Barrel makers): Jacob Burkey, and sons, Jacob, Jr., and 
Moses. 


Shoemakers: Charles Burkey, Michael Winter, John Krumbine. Wil- 
liam Krumbine, George Strickler, Frank (Punch) Beamesderfer and 
Lloyd Baker, who has his shop in ‘Canada’. 
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The Witter Cigar Factory in the late 1800’s on West Main Street, which was 
located on the present U. B. Church parking lot. 


Buggies and Carriages: Harry Snyder & Bro. John made and paint- 
ed buggies and carriages. They employed 4 men. This shop was 
located where the Frackville pajama factory is now located. Levi 
Bair was also a coach maker and a photographer. He made the tin- 
type pictures. His shop was on North Market St., now the Stanley 
Reedy residence. 


Cigar box makers: Benjamin Hartman was a cigar box manufacturer 
in ‘Canada,’ about %4 mile south of town square, on the property 
which is now owned by Leroy Mandorf. In the late 1800 Charles 
Houser had a shirt factory, a stocking factory and later a box factory in 
a large building located on the Eva Boltz property. 

Tailors: Frederick Garrett, Matthias Heldt, Jacob Mace and David 
Newman. Oscar Miller was an apprentice with Newman and in 1902 
Mr. Newman and his family moved to Steelton and Oscar Miller took 
over the trade until 1915. The tailor shop was located on the east 
side of the Clarence Becker home. 





The T. T. Zerbe & Bro. Cigar Factory and it’s employees on South Church 
Street, now owned by Schaefferstown Garment Co., Inc. 
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Saddler and Harnessmaker: Samuel Strickler and Benjamin F. 
Weaver. 


Butchers: Elmer Rudy had his butcher shop on the Paul Enck 
property (at the present time) and Daniel Leib’s shop was where the 
John Cramer home is now. Leon, son of Daniel, operated the business 
from 1920 to 1932, when Victor Krall took over the business and in 
1946 he built a modern butcher shop 4 mile east of the town square. 


Watchmaker and Jeweler: Tobias Stager, Rex Weigley and Ralph 
Miller, who has his shop in the Weigley mansion where the previous 
Jewelry Shop was located. 


Welding Shop: In 1945 Abe Meyers and John Hickernell built a 
welding shop %4 mile south of town square and operated it till 1949. 
After Mr. Meyer’s death the building was sold to the Heidelberg Road 
Supervisors to house their equipment. 


In the late 1800’s Calvin Mentzer had a cigar factory on S. Car- 
penter Street which was torn down. It was on the south side of the 
Emanuel Matthews house. 


Mock Bros. had a cigar factory on Main Street which was later 
converted into a double home now owned by Harold Corl. 








The Irwin Horst Cigar Factory on the northeast corner of Lancaster Ave. and 
Main Street, and it’s employees. Now owned by Schaefferstown Fire Co. and 
converted into apartments. 


Front row, left to right—John Backenstose, Cyrus Moore, Edna Goshert Corl, 
Minnie Weidman Edris, Bertha Horst, Annie Bair, Ida Plasterer Wike, Kate 
Corl, Lizzie Hammer Matthews, Annie Horst, John Bender and Richard Bedgar. 
Second row—Oliver Bender, Bill Krall, Staley Bair, Jennie Smith Gass, Annie 
Beamesderfer, Florence Zerbe, Sallie Bair Sharp, Mabel Bender Fisher, Daisy 
Kline Auman, Lizzie Sanders, Jennie Ream, William Bender, Norman Beames- 
derfer, Harvey Shue, Bill Hewitt, Paul Hartman, Cyrus Goshert, Milton Nes- 
singer, Frank Hickernell. 

Fourth row—Adam Trostle, Oscar Bomberger, Irvin Hewitt, John Becker, 
John Brunner, Isaac Ulrich, William Mann, George (Wash) Becker, George 
Beamesderfer, Dawson Hetrick, Dan Corl, John Ressler, Thomas Dissinger. 
Little girl and 2 boys at far right unknown. 
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The Rush Cigar Factory Employees In The Year 1936 
Front row, left to right—Mildred Hewitt, Kate Bedger, Edna Matthews, Kathryn 
Boyer, Edna Mentzer, Jesta Wike, Edith Mentzer, Gertrude Dissinger, Hattie 
Ruth. 
Second row—Kate Corl, Lizzie Gass, Lizzie Corl, Annie Bachman, Sallie Noll, 
Mollie Henninger, child, Lucille Wentworth, Violet Kohl, Annie Rhoads, Viola 
Ream, Lizzie Ream, Malinda Smith, Lydia Krumbine, Jennie Bair, Mary Mentzer, 
Clara Noll. 
Third row—Emanuel Matthews (foreman), Charles Phillippy (Head Boss), Adam 
Trostle, Emanuel Dulabone, Leonard Hartman, Joel Keller, Sr., John Wike, 
Daniel Corl, Frank Bedgar, James Wike, John Goshert, John Steiner, Milton 
Nessinger, Staley Bair, Myers Gass, John Beamesderfer, Henry Ruth, Jacob 
Wike, Charles Miller, Effie Mentzer, William Zellers (Bookkeeper). 
Fourth row—Benjamin Miller, Thomas Dissinger, Frank Wike, Merritt Hicker- 
nell. 
Standing at window is Robert Wise and his huckster truck from Newmanstown. 


George Miller had a small factory on South Market Street in his 
home now owned by Mrs. Grace Horst. 


The Witter cigar factory was located on west Main St., now the 
United Brethren Church parking lot. 


After the Witter factory closed Thomas Wallace had a small fac- 
tory in his home on the corner of West Main and S. Carpenter St., 
now owned by Elwood Noll. The Irwin Horst cigar factory on the 
west corner of Main and North Lancaster Ave. employed quite a few 
men. This building was bought recently by the Schaefferstown Fire 
Co., and converted into 5 apartments. 


John Ream operated a tobacco warehouse on West Main St. in a 
building which is now Huber Bros. Feed Mill. 


In the early 1800’s the old Pepper Brewery on South Church St. 
was an active establishment. In 1883 T. T. Zerbe and Bro. converted 
the Brewery into a cigar factory and continued in that business until 
well into the 1900’s. After that the cigar manufacturing was carried 
on under the name of Grim and Rush Mfg. Co. A large number of 
local people found employment here. Due to competition by machine 
made cigars, Rush Mfg. Co. closed it’s doors in 1938. The building 
was then bought by Irwin S. Huber for a feed storage house. Later 
the building was sold to a Garment Co. and was enlarged and re- 
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‘Cigar Making’ In The Rush Cigar Factory 


modeled. It is now operated under the name of Schaefferstown Gar- 
ment Co., Inc., and employs 98 people at the present time. This 
establishment is operated by George Binner. 


The Bomberger Distillery was located about 2 miles south of 
Schaefferstown. It was operated by the Bomberger family until pro- 
hibition. After the repeal of the Prohibition Act distilling operations 
were resumed by the Pennco Distillers Co. on a large scale. During 
recent years four large warehouses have been built with a Capacity of 
63,000 barrels of whiskey. Three of the warehouses hold 20,000 
barrels and 1 warehouse holds 3,000 barrels. Pennco is the only re- 





Pennco Distillery 
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maining independent distillery in the State of Pennsylvania. They pro- 
duce a number of brands of whiskey under the name of Pennco and 
manufacture blending whiskies for other companies. 


Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Matthews 





Pea 


John B. Stohler (right) and a neighbor Harry Sechrist 


The famous Stohler axes were manufactured in this building by 
John B. Stohler. Mr. Stohler was born on July 15, 1841 and died 
May 6, 1920. He is buried in the Schaefferstown Cemetery. Per- 
haps the finest tool ever made by Stohler was a ‘beisstang’, or pinchers, 
now in the possession of his grandson J. Lester Stohler. Stohler and 
a blacksmith from Lancaster County competed to make the finest tool. 
Judges unanimously conceded that Stohler was the best craftsman. 


Most of his time was devoted to making axes and hatchets of vari- 
ous sizes. Many are still around and can be identified by the name 
J. B. Stohler on the tool. These tools today command high prices on 
public sales as collectors items. 


THE OLD -PROEERAEING 


Compiled by Harry David Lentz, Jr. 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
(Formerly conductor with E. & L. Traction Co.) 


During one brief period in our town history the ‘trolley’ played a 
very important part. Its construction and operation gave employment 
to townspeople and an important link with the ‘outside world.’ Fortu- 
nately for us an individual with the foresight and iniative to document 
this colorful era was employed by the trolley line. Mr. Harry D. Lentz 
of Lebanon prepared the following account in 1944 for the informa- 
tion of coming generations who have never seen a street car or trolley. 
He passed away in 1956, but his widow has kindly permitted us to 
use his publication: “Trolley Roads In Lebanon And Lancaster Coun- 
ties.” 


Around the year 1898, during the year of the Spanish-American 
War, in the larger cities of the United States, the mode of transporta- 
tion had been converted from the Horse and Cable Cars to the electric 
or “TROLLEY CAR,” as the means of public transportation. The 
fare charged in those days was five cents. The public could have a 
faster and cleaner ride on a trolley car than the old slow method with 
horse and cable car. 


Around the year 1900, with steam railroad fares and freight rates 
high, the people in smaller cities and towns of the country saw how 
trolley lines in the cities were giving cheap transportation and could 
very well compete with the steam railroads with lower fares, and in 
many cases could handle express and freight. This would be a great 
help to the rural people and those living in small towns, whose only 
means of transportation was “horse and buggy,” or if they lived along 
a steam railroad line could take a train, which in many cases ran only 
once or twice each day, and there were many places miles from any 
railroad. During this year, 1900, the rural people got together and 
wanted a “TROLLEY LINE” built with some nearby town or small 
city; some of the people did not want it, claiming it would scare their 
horse, etc. Lines were being built all over the country, through the 
sale of stocks and bonds. Land damages were high in some cases. 
“STREET RAILWAYS” and “TRACTION COMPANIES” were 
having all kinds of trouble in the construction of their lines. In some 
cases the property owners would go into Court and have them stopped, 
from laying their rails, poles and wire, and in many cases would have 
to use the other side of the public road or turnpike, as mostly all trolley 
lines in those days were built along the side of a public road and not 
through fields on private right-of-way as in later years. Then, too, 
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the steam railroads would stop them from building across their rail- 
road at grade crossings. 


Many of these street railway and traction companies failed, and the 
public lost their stocks and bonds. A new Company would be form- 
ed to take over and in many cases would complete the road. New 
laws had to be made in different States so that these trolley roads could 
be completed. The steam railroads fought the street railways, but at 
last in some cases the street railways had to bridge the railroad or 
build their lines under it, or passengers would have to change trolley 
cars and walk across the railroad and take another car from there, 
where a car would be waiting to complete their ride. 


The City of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in the heart of the “Pennsyl- 
vania Germans” farming country, had a complete network of trolley 
lines running to almost every town of any importance in Lancaster 
County by the Conestoga Traction Company. All lines were built 
through the sale of stock to the people. As units Chartered May 16, 
1899, the Lancaster Mechanicsburg and New Holland Railway Com- 
pany (with an extension to Ephrata), and Chartered September 17, 
1901. Ephrata and Adamstown Railway Company had no funded 
debt of bonds. The first named company was leased to the Conestoga 
Traction Company for a rental of eight percent (8%) on stock; the 
Ephrata and Adamstown Railway Company for a rental of six percent 
(6%) on stock. The stock was held by the people, and the lines leased 
and operated by the Conestoga Traction Company. As these com- 
panies did not own any cars, only the wire, poles and track, this was 
out of the ordinary as most trolley roads in those days were leased 
by the operating company for nine hundred and ninety-nine (999) 
years. The Turnpike Companies were also owned, where the trolley 
lines used the side of the turnpike, by the Conestoga Traction Com- 
pany. (Turnpike in those days was a Toll road, not a public road.) 


“ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF THE EPHRATA AND 
LEBANON STREET RAILWAY COMPANY” 


We. the undersigned do hereby form a Company for the purpose of 
constructing, maintaining and operating a Street Railway for public 
use in the conveyance of passengers by power other than by locomo- 
tive under the. provisions of an Act to provide for incorporation and 
government of Street Railway Companies in this Commonwealth, 
Approved May 14, A.D. 1889, and amendments thereto and for that 
purpose do make and sign these as our ARTICLES OF ASSOCIA- 
TION: 


First: That the name of said Company is THE EPHRATA and 
LEBANON STREET RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Second: That the said Company is to exist for the term of ninety-nine 
(99) years. 


Third: That the length of said road will be as near as may be Twenty- 
two and one half (2242) miles from the Borough of Ephrata. 
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Describing the line of survey along the old Harrisburg and Down- 
ingtown turnpike to Clay-entering the City of Lebanon, using Walnut 
Street to Eighth Street, where connections were to be made with the 
tracks of the Lebanon Valley Street Railway Company—the Capital 
Stock $450,000., at $50 per share of 8500 shares. It was proposed the 
cost per mile would be $6,000 for every mile. 


There were twelve (12) Directors beside the President, i.e. President, 
S. D. Erb, Ephrata, Pa.; M. Kinport, Ephrata, Pa.; S. D. Erb, Ephrata, 
Pa.; Henry Westerhoff, Ephrata, Pa.; A. B. Hollinger, Lincoln, Pa.; 
M. H. Shirk, Lincoln, Pa.; Reuben Stine, Ephrata, Pa.; S. S. Hauen- 
stein, Lincoln, Pa.; J. E. Wolf, Clay, Pa.; A. E. Lane, Clay, Pa.; Uriah 
B. Horst, Schaefferstown, Pa.; J. Henry Bennetch, Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 


The following shows the number of shares of stock held: 


S. D. Erb 20 shares A. E. Lane 20 shares 
Henry Westerhoff 20 shares’ U. B. Horst 20 shares 
M. H. Shirk 20 shares J. Henry Bennetch 20 shares 
Reuben Stine 20 shares H. H. Singer 4 shares 
A. B. Hollinger 20 shares H. W. Stein 5 shares 
S. S. Hauenstein 20 shares M. Kinport 20 shares 
J. E. Wolf 5 shares 


The survey was made in May 1909 by F. H. Shaw, Engineer, and 
Charter was issued December 14, 1909, and signed by Governor 
Edwin S. Stewart of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The Lebanon Valley Street Railway Company, as mentioned, was 
a consolidation of the Lebanon and Annville Street Railway Company 
and the Lebanon and Myerstown Street Railway Company chartered 





The first trolley to Schaefferstown on March 20, 1914 created plenty of excite- 
ment. Try to identify the following in this picture of that eventful day. 
Conductor Moses Fetter, Motorman; Harry Rhoads, Sol Beamesderfer, Robert 
Beamesderfer, Dr. Frank Zerbe, Ralph Miller, Al Bachman, Merritt Hickernell, 
William Krieger, Charles Zerbe, Jacob Boltz, George Hensel, Taylor Zerbe, 
Superintendent Harry W. Smith, Irwin Miller and George Mentzer. Some of 
the younger boys are unidentified. 
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Looking east from the square we see men hard at work placing tracks during 
the summer of 1914. 


in 1899, when the Ephrata and Lebanon Street Railway Company was 
completed to Lebanon. The Reading Transit Company was operat- 
ing the Lebanon Valley Street Railway Company. 


When the town of Hershey, Pennsylvania, was founded by Milton 
S. Hershey in the early nineteen hundreds, and built the Hershey 
Chocolate Factory, he built trolley lines to get his workers from near- 
by Palmyra, Campbelltown and Hummelstown and also for the haul- 
ing of milk from nearby farms. His first trolley line was the Hum- 
melstown and Campbelltown Street Railway Company which also 
ran to Palmyra, connecting with the Reading Transit Company’s line 
for Lebanon and at Hummelstown with the trolley for Harrisburg. In 
August, 1911, M. S. Hershey and his associates, received a charter 
for the Lebanon and Campbelltown Street Railway Company to con- 
nect Campbelltown and Lebanon, entering via Ninth Street, which 
crossed Walnut Street one square from the terminal point of the 
E. & L. Street Railway Company. Later all the lines built by M. S. 
Hershey went under the name of the Hershey Transit Company (all 
stock was controlled by Mr. Hershey and his associates). The Her- 
shey Transit Company later extended its line to Elizabethtown, con- 
necting with the Conestoga Traction Company for Lancaster. The 
E. & L. Traction Company extended their line from Eighth and Wal- 
nut Streets to Ninth Street, placing a “Y.” As milk was being hauled 
from Lincoln and farmers along the line for the Hershey Chocolate 
Company at Hershey, the “Y” was used for turning E. & L. cars No. 
20, 21, 30 and 31 as they were made for one end operation, with 
cabs for the motorman. 


Newmanstown Electric Light and Power Company chartered 
August 9, 1900, located at Newmanstown, Lebanon County, Penn- 


180 SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 


sylvania. This was later sold to the Ephrata and Lebanon Traction 
Company, who sold power and lighting to a number of towns in 
southeastern Lebanon County. 


The Ephrata and Lebanon Street Railway Company was organized 
and chartered in December 1909, mostly by the people located around 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, site of the Historic Ephrata Cloisters, founded 
in the year of 1728. Ephrata was connected by trolley to Lancaster 
and Adamstown; and by changing cars to Reading, via Reading Trans- 
it Company. There was no trolley from Lancaster to Lebanon. One 
would have to take a car from Lancaster to Manheim and from this 
town a train over the South Mountain into Lebanon. As Ephrata was 
one of the largest towns in Lancaster County, outside of the City of 
Lancaster and Columbia, it was found that this point would be the 
proper place to build a street railway, crossing the South Mountain 
through a gap along Middle Creek, and at the same time serving 
towns along the route without railroads. The authorized capitalization 
of the Company was $425,000, and S. D. Erb was its first President. 


The late Lancaster County Treasurer, H. L. Stager, who was largely 
instrumental in securing the right-of-way, was the first Superintendent. 
The line was laid out by Engineer F. H. Shaw of Lancaster. Construc- 
tion work was begun in June 1911, between Ephrata and Lincoln. 
The first six and one half (612) miles, finished, was between Ephrata 
and Hopeland in Lancaster County and it began operating March 28, 
1912, with a double truck combination Baggage and Passenger Edison- 
Beach Storage Battery car. The seats ran lengthwise where the bat- 
teries were stored. The car was painted red with yellow trimmings, 
numbered 1, with “E. & L. ST. RY. CO.” lettered on each end and 
sides of the car; the roof was of arched type. Charles L. Myers and 
Nathan O. Bard were the crew. The car was equipped with hand 
brakes (no air brakes were used on battery cars), and it was found the 
car was too heavy to pull the Academy Hill near the Ephrata Cloisters. 
This car was brand new and was sent back to the Edison-Beach 
Storage Battery Car Company and replaced by two single truck pas- 
senger cars by the Edison-Beach Company, painted the same and 
numbered 2 and 3. Harry W. Smith, was then General Superin- 
tendent, having come to Ephrata from the Lancaster and York Furn- 
ace Street Railway Company, (a trolley road between Millersville and 
Pequea in Pennsylvania). These battery cars had to be charged after 
every trip. They work well on level ground, but not on grades. The 
Edison-Beach Company wanted to take the railway over and complete 
it, but the stockholders would not consider it. To raise money for a 
Bond issue, to complete the road, Harry W. Smith went to a Bank in 
Cumberland County and the Company received enough money to hold 
the franchise, to lay rails on Walnut Street from Eighth and Walnut 
Streets east to Water Stret in the City of Lebanon. This work had to 
be completed, so all construction work in Lancaster County was 
stopped. 


The gauge of track was five feet two and one-half inches (S’ 21%”) 
and sixty (60) pound “T” rail and some Girder type rail was used. 
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The Ephrata Office in the Singer Building was closed June 1, 1914, 
and moved to Eighth and Walnut Streets in Lebanon. 


In July 1913 a used Edison-Beach Battery car was bought by the 
Company, same type of car as used at the Ephrata end, single truck, 
painted black and numbered 4. On July 27, 1913 this car made its 
first trip and was operated by Harry Rhoads of Schaefferstown and 
Jacob Phillippy; it ran from Eighth and Walnut Streets, Lebanon, to 
the County Home; later to Reistville and Schaefferstown. There was 
no car barn at Lebanon at this time, but Ephrata had a brick barn on 
State Street where these cars were charged. The car at Lebanon was 
charged at Fifth Avenue and Walnut Streets. The nine (9) miles from 
Lebanon to Schaefferstown were completed; this left an unfinished 
link between Schaefferstown, Lebanon County, and Hopeland. It 
required more money to complete the twenty-two and seven tenths 
(22.7) miles of single track and sidings from Lebanon to Ephrata. 
Another Edison-Beach car was borrowed from the Wilmington, New 
Castle and Delaware City Railway Company, painted red with yel- 
low trimmings, numbered 1, single truck, same type as the other cars, 
all having hand brakes. This was in use for about a year and re- 
turned. 


The Officers of the Ephrata and Lebanon Street Railway Com- 
pany were as follows: 


President A. E. Lane, Clay, Pa. 
Secretary George D. Krause, Lebanon, Pa. 
Treasurer Dr. A. B. Gloninger, Lebanon, Pa. 
General Superintendent Harry W. Smith 
The Directors were as follows: 
M. H. Shirk Lincoln, Pa. 
J. Henry Bennetch Richland, Pa. 
U. B. Horst Schaefferstown, Pa. 
H. R. Kinport Ephrata, Pa. 
John H. Cilley Lebanon, Pa. 
H. O. Evans Pittsburgh, Pa. 
E. S. Ralston Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Henry C. Moran New York 
The Solicitors of the Company were as follows: 
Coyle & Keller Lancaster, Pa. 
Charles M. Zerbe Lebanon, Pa. 


In the construction of the road the contractor used a steam dinky 
locomotive with five (5) single truck dump cars. In the Lebanon 
County link, sometimes when the battery cars broke down, this dinky 
locomotive would pull the battery car with passengers from Schaeffer- 
town into Lebanon. The railway had its share of hardships from the 
start, and probably was the last street railway to be built through 
mountainous or rural sections in Pennsylvania. 


In June 1914 the line was completed from Lebanon to Ephrata 
twenty-two and seven tenths (22.7) miles. It was not equiped for 
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overhead trolley, only for the Storage Battery cars. It took one (1) 
hour and twenty-five (25) minutes to make the run from the towns of 
Lebanon, Iona, Reistville, Schaefferstown, Kleinfeltersville, South 
Mountain, Hopeland, Clay, Weidmansville, Lincoln and Ephrata. 


On June 22, 1914, a charter was given to the Ephrata and Leba- 
non Traction Company to build and equip the Ephrata and Lebanon 
Street Railway Company for an electric trolley road. The Directors 
C. O. Collett, C. D. Siegle, Charles A. Lawrence, Henry O. Evans, 
Edward T. Noble, all of Pittsburgh, the first four each owning three 
(3) shares, and the last named six hundred sixty-eight (668) shares. 
The Capital stock of $34,000 was divided into six hundred eighty 
(680) shares of $50. each. On September 1, 1914, Harry W. Smith, 
General Superintendent, resigned, and F. C. Hornstein of Pittsburgh 
was the new General Superintendent of the Ephrata and Lebanon 
Traction Company, which operated the Street Railway Company. 
Having installed an overhead trolley system, battery cars ran as far as 
Kleinfeltersville from Ephrata, but the trolley system was completed 
from Lebanon to Kleinfeltersville and car No. 21, was delivered to 
Lebanon from the Cincinnati Car Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. One 
of the four all steel double truck cars No. 21 and No. 20 straight Pas- 
senger and No. 30 and No. 31 were combination baggage and pas- 
senger and a freight car No. 40 for express, freight and milk hauling. 
These cars were all new; seated 48 passengers; upholstered in leather, 
the seats were crosswise, each seat for two passengers, the cars were 43 
feet long, easy to ventilate; heating system was hot air from a stove 
heated by coal; each car was equipped with a telephone; arched roof 
type; cars were painted dark green, white trimmings with stripes; letters 
and figures in gold. 


In May 1915 the first trolley made the run to Ephrata from Leba- 
non. Car No. 21 in charge of General Superintendent F. C. Hornstein, 
P. Armitage, Civil Engineer, Samuel Heiney, Motorman and Moses 





Smoke pours from a miniature locomotive that traveled our streets during the 
construction period. The engine was later used to transport coal and heavy 
freight along the line. 
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Fetter of Schaefferstown, Conductor. It took one and one-half (1%) 
hours to make the trip with stops made at Schaefferstown, Kleinfelters- 
ville and Clay. 


On September 1, 1915, a time table was in effect and with the new 
cars it was a run of one and one-quarter (114) hours from Eighth and 
Walnut Streets, Lebanon, to Ephrata at Main and State Streets, twenty- 
two and seven tenths (22.7) miles. As these cars were made for one 
end operation, but could be operated from both ends, they could not 
be turned at Ephrata or Lebanon, so the track in Lebanon was ex- 
tended on Walnut Street to Ninth Street, and a “Y” was built to 
connect with the Hershey Transit Company. At Ephrata a “Y” was 
added, and track extended to the R. & C. R. R. Branch of the Phila. 
and Reading Ry. Co., (Railroad) to make the walking distance less 
for passengers to change cars to Lancaster and Reading. The E. & L. 
Traction Company was known as “THE SOUTH MOUNTAIN 
ROUTE.” The route from Ephrata followed a turnpike to Clay and 
from there on private right-of-way through fields and mountains to 
Kleinfeltersville, and fields to Schaefferstown. 


In Schaefferstown the tracks were in the center of the street, leav- 
ing here on private right-of-way and only at a few points along the 
side of the public roads and fields to Lebanon, using East Walnut 
Street to Ninth. These tracks were also in the center of the street at 
Ephrata, Lincoln, Clay and Lebanon. 


When the original EPHRATA AND LEBANON STREET RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY was being built in 1911, 1912, 1913, and 1914, 
the construction work was all hand labor from Ephrata to Hopeland, 
which included a bridge over Cocalico Creek near Ephrata and one 
near Hopeland. The grading was done by all native Pennsylvania 
German laborers from around that region. The E. & L. Street Rail- 
way Company was in charge of this construction work. From Leba- 
non to Hopeland, the Vandergrift Construction Company, of which 
J. A. Vandergrift of New York took personal charge, with P. Armi- 
tage, Civil Engineer. The building of the brick car barn at Fifth 
Avenue and East Walnut Street was under construction in the latter 
part of 1913. The construction of the road through the South Moun- 
tain and to Kleinfeltersville was done by mixed American and Bul- 
garian laborers. These Bulgarians were quartered in an old house in 
the South Mountain, doing their own cooking, etc. In August 1914 
when the World War started all these Bulgarians left for their home- 
land to fight for their Country. 


The E. & L. Traction Company bought all their power from the 
Conestoga Traction Company. Their power connections were made 
at Ephrata over high tension lines. They decided to sell power to 
the small towns along their lines and they bought out the Newmans- 
town Electric Light and Power Company which was serving energy to 
Newmanstown, and dismantled the Newmanstown Power Plant, and 
extended their power and light lines to serve Newmanstown, Sheridan, 
Millbach, Richland, Kleinfeltersville, Schaefferstown and other towns; 
then formed another Company known as Farmers Electric Company 
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for towns in Lancaster County, Hopeland, Clay and Brickerville. 
Transformers were placed at Hopeland and Kleinfeltersville for this 
purpose. The Traction Company had also two brick rotary or substa- 
tions at Clay and Iona. There were two car barns built of brick, one at 
Ephrata on State Street (they would hold four (4) cars) and one at 
Fifth Avenue and East Walnut Street, Lebanon. All repair work was 
done in the Lebanon car barn which would hold four (4) cars. Each 
barn was double track. When the Office was moved from Ephrata 
to Lebanon it was located at Eight and Walnut Streets. Henry A. 
Albin succeeded F. C. Hornstein in 1915 as Superintendent. During 
World War years of 1917-1918 this road carried many passengers 
and freight including milk for the Hershey Chocolate Company at 
Hershey, Pa. The City of Lebanon being a steel town, great activity 
was going on. People in country did not have private automobiles 
and very few roads were improved or paved. Ephrata was a Cigar 
and Textile town; the Kinport Cigar Factory at Ephrata and Hope- 
land then made the famous “Owl” and “White Owl” Cigars. After 
the war automobiles came more into use, better highways were built, 
and this cut into the revenue of the Company and in 1923 Receivers 
were appointed, namely Walter C. Graeff and Henry A. Albin of 
Lebanon. The Power Company, which controlled the Conestoga 
Traction Company of Lancaster was anxious to get control of this 
Company, for their Electric Light and Power interests around Hope- 
land and in Lebanon County, as trolley lines did not pay as a good 
investment. S. R. Zimmerman, and John E. Malone, both Lancaster 
and Eugene D. Siegrist of Lebanon were solicitors for the LANCAS- 
TER, EPHRATA AND LEBANON STREET RAILWAY COM- 
PANY, which was incorporated in February 1924, but controlled by 
the Conestoga Traction Company. The Power and Light interests of 
Lancaster took over the electric power business in 1925 from the 
street railway. Henry A. Albin was Superintendent and John M. 
Ritter, Master Mechanic, who entered service with the Traction Com- 
pany in 1916. On October 1, 1927, the Conestoga Traction Com- 





The town square and old No. 1. Notice the absence of overhead wires. For 
the first year the line was operated with battery driven cars. 
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pany sold its interest in this Company to Henry A. Albin, President 
and General Manager, John M. Ritter, Vice President, and also a 
Director Frank W. Kreider, Secretary and Treasurer and Eugene D. 
Siegrist, Solicitor, all of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 


In June 1914 when Storage Battery cars were in use the fare was 
five cents per zone, or fifty cents from Ephrata to Lebanon (10 zones). 
Later the fare was six cents per zone and during 1917-1918 a War 
Tax was added. When trolley cars replaced the battery cars the 
Time Table of September 1, 1915, show cars left Ephrata and Leba- 
non at the following times; 


5:10 A.M., 6:45 A.M., 8:30 A.M., 10:00 A.M., 1:00 P.M., 2:00 
P.M., 4:00 P.M., 5:30 P.M., 6:45 P.M., 8:00 P.M., 9:45 P.M., and 
11:15 P.M. 


using two cars, and passing on siding at Kleinfeltersville, Lebanon 
County. It took one hour and fifteen minutes to make the run of 
twenty-two and seven tenths miles. 


Two coal yards were established along the route, one at Hopeland 
and the other at West Schaefferstown. Freight car No. 40 was used 
to pull some of the contractors’ single truck dump cars, left here after 
the road was built. These cars would be loaded at the car barns by 
hand labor from coal wagons, in Lebanon and at Ephrata. 


About 1922 a large motor freight car was bought by the E. & L. 
Traction Company with the intention of getting more freight business. 
There was a good bit of electrical work to be done on this used car 
and so it was never used; it was stored in the Ephrata car barn, the 
three battery cars were also stored there, the battery cars were sold 
to a Company in Anderson, Indiana, who figured they could be con- 
verted into one man cars for overhead trolley system. 


On March 1, 1929, the Hershey Chocolate Company of Hershey, 
Pa. cancelled their contract with the street railway for hauling milk, 
as they had purchased trucks to pick the milk up direct from the 
farms, and, with the private automobiles in use, passenger revenues 
fell off, the interest due on the Bonds of the Ephrata and Lebanon 
Street Railway Company could not be paid, and in May 1931 the 
road was sold for scrap. 
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AERIAL PHOTO OF REISTVILLE 
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Reistville is located on Route No. 501 two miles north of Schaef- 
ferstown. It was formerly known as Achey’s corner. In the 1880's 
Mr. William Reist operated a general store in the village and he suc- 
ceeded in securing a Post Office for the place under the name of 
Reistville. The Post Office was discontinued in the fall of 1905, after 
which the area was served by rural mail carriers from the Myerstown 
Post Office. In the early days most of the land was owned by mem- 
bers of different Achey families. People by that name owned a hotel 
and a store at various locations on the square. The last known hotel 
was ‘The Farmer’s and Drover’s Hotel’. It was operated by Isaac 
Phillippy and his wife. Mr. Phillippy was a dealer in horses and 
cattle and held auctions every two weeks during the summer and fall. 
Most of the cattle were brought in from western states to be sold to 
farmers and butchers. At times he would ship horses to New York 
and other Eastern markets. 


During the years three men maintained ‘butter-and-egg’ routes in this 
area. These men bought eggs and butter from the farmers and ship- 
ped them to New York and other eastern markets. Samuel Achey, 
George Spayd and Samuel Phillippy conducted these routes at various 
times. Phillippy was later a cattle dealer. 


The oldest residents of Reistville, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Witmer, are 
both over eighty years old. They have lived here all their lives. 


Cobblers and harness makers who served the community through 
the years were Michael Witmer, Henry Firestine and Levi Peiffer. 
George Dissinger operated a blacksmith shop, and his brother, Thomas 
Dissinger conducted a blacksmith shop, made carriages and did wood- 
work. 

After Mr. Reist passed away the store was operated by the following 
men: Jacob Bennetch, Paul Krall, Ammon Krall, Edwin Kurtz, John 
S. Royer, Paul Bright, Abram Ziegler, Ernest Lightner and Rev. 
Paul Forney. The building was recently converted to a shoe repair 
and saddle shop, by Mr. Samuel Kauffman. 


The two story schoolhouse of the village was converted to an apart- 
ment house after consolidation of Heidelberg Township schools left the 
building vacant. The building which at one time stabled the horses 
of teamsters while they lodged at the hotel has long ago been converted 
into a garage by Ira M. Schlosser. 


Early residents who owned a considerable amount of land were 
Samuel Kurtz and his two sons, Edwin and Thomas Kurtz. Henry 
Kegerreis was an influential citizen of the community. His farm south 
of Reistville was once owned by Alexander Schaeffer, and is now 
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operated by his grandson, John H. Kegerreis. John Phillippy owned 
and operated a large farm one half mile south of Reistville. He had 
four sons, two of whom operated the farms and later became interested 
in shrubbery. They maintained a nursery on the farm for many years 
and kept the place in excellent condition. Norman Kline now owns 
the farm. 


During the history of Reistville many Geibs and Buchers had their 
residence in this area. Some other old family names still in evidence 
in the area are Witmer, Royer, Smith, Stohler, Spayd and Krall. 


Some time before 1900 iron ore was mined or quarried in open pit 
mines around Reistville. Three pits are still visible on farms belong- 
ing to David Stoltzfus, John Leffler, John Smith and Henry Martin. 
The ore taken from these pits was of a low grade. Some of the ground 
was removed with ‘ore washers’, after which ore was taken by huge 
wagon teams to Lebanon, Sheridan, Robesonia for smelting. ‘These 
abandoned pits now serve as farm ponds. 


The trolley line ran through Reistville and at one time there were 
plans to connect Newmanstown with the Lebanon Ephrata line at this 
point but the plans never materialized. 


Ammon G. Horst 


KLEINFELTERSVILLE 


It was indeed a pleasure to serve with the committee of the Schaef- 
ferstown Bi-centennial. 


The enthusiastic interest the Schaefferstown people have shown in 
preserving the historical knowledge of Schaefferstown and Heidelberg 
Township is much to be admired. 


A word of appreciation to Mr. Paul Skewis of Schaefferstown for 
his cooperation in reproducing pictures of Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 


—Delbert J. Steinmetz 
Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 


THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
(Jacob Albright — founder) 


Kleinfeltersville plays an important role in the history of the Evan- 
gelical Church, the birth of the Evangelical Association and the burial 
place of Jacob Albright. 


Jacob Albright was born May 1, 1759 at Fox Mountain, about 
three miles northwest of Pottstown, Pa. His parents, Johannes and 
Anna Albrecht, were among the immigrants from the Palatinate who 
landed in Philadelphia on September 19, 1732, They sailed from 
Rotterdam, via Deal, on the ship Johnson of the Holland American 
line. 


A voyage across the Atlantic in those days was not a pleasure trip 
to which one could look forward with keen anticipation. A very 
vivid description of a journey from Rotterdam to Philadelphia is pre- 
served in the Pennsylvania German Society papers, 1909. The letter 
was written to someone in Germany in 1728 just a few years before 
the Albrechts came to America. It was written by a school teacher. 
He writes— 

“Concerning the other inconveniences of this journey, they con- 
sisted chiefly from the fact that the ship was packed too full. 


The ship’s food consisted of horrible salted corned meat and pork, 
peas, barley, groats, and codfish. The drink was a stinking water, in 
which all food was cooked. 

My greatest annoyance during the whole voyage were the lice, from 
which none aboard were free, not even the captain. 

If I were still in Germany, I would never undertake this journey, 
even if there should be here a veritable or in fact, a terrestrial Para- 
dise. 
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I would not advise any person to come to this country except they 
were poor and industrious persons, whose life in Europe had become 
unbearable, and were willing to risk the voyage as a matter of life 
and death. 

Oh these liars, who in their well-written and printed missives send 
us such glowing accounts about the climate of this country and other 
things all described so beautiful and paradisical, which deceived so 
many hundred people—even me—lI would not like to share their 
just reward. 

If I had but wings to fly, I would soon fly to Europe, but I dread 
the tempestuous ocean and the pirates—dangers to which one is 
always exposed.” 

After taking the oaths of the port, denying any further allegiance to 
any foreign political or religious power, the Albrechts with many 
others moved northward along the Schuylkill River, finally settling 
near Pottstown. 


Albright’s Home Life 


Whether or not one can prove the religious interest on the part of 
Jacob Albright’s parents by early church records, it is quite certain 
the family was distinctly not averse to religion as shown by the con- 
firmation of a son as late as 1776. Indeed, the later experiences of 
Jacob would also lead us to believe that there must have been a rich 
religious influence in his home background which came back to him 
very vividly when he found himself in sorrow early in his married life. 





Albright Memorial Church, rebuilt in 1860, shown with the high steeple, Klein- 
feltersville, Pa. 
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His Marriage and Family 


In 1785, at the age of 26, Jacob Albright married Catharine Cope, 
and the young couple established their own home. With his wife, 
Albright travelled about a day’s journey from the old homestead near 
Pottstown, to the northeastern part of Lancaster County where they 
purchased a very fertile farm of 45 acres in Earl Township and 18 
acres in Brecknock Township, located along a small stream, adjoining 
the property known as Fry’s Mill, near Hahnstown. 


Albright bought his land from a settler by the name of Henry Roth 
who in turn had received a patent for this land directly from the Penns. 
The house in which they lived was of stone, a story and a half high. 
In more recent years the house has had an additional story added to 
it. Their barn was of stone and wood. One may still see the exact 
dimensions of the old barn although it has been enlarged by about 
one-third in its length and capacity. The enlargements to these build- 
ings were very likely made by Jacob Hoffman, a later owner of the 
property. 


On this farm, Jacob Albright and his wife lived for 23 years, rear- 
ing their family within its quiet bounds. From here he began his 
journeys that led him many miles in his preaching the gospel to his 
fellow Pennsylvania Germans. It was toward this place, where his 





Albright Memorial Church, rebuilt in 1860, Kleinfeltersville, Pa., shown minus 
the high steeple. At one time lightning struck the steeple and it caught fire, it 
was never rebuilt to its original construction. 
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family awaited him, that he was returning when he was taken ill and 
on May 18, 1808, died at Kleinfeltersville, Pennsylvania, just about a 
day’s journey distant from his farm. 


Jacob Albright and his wife had six children. Jacob, Jr., the elder 
of Albright’s sons, died without a family. David, the younger, was 
married and reared a family of eleven children, seven boys and four 
girls. Of these sons, only John and Peter the youngest left any male 
grandchildren to bear the family name. John had a son named Daniel, 
and Daniel a son named Adam, who in turn had a son named James, 
who was born in 1912. Peter and his wife, Kate (Lausch) had two 
sons, Jacob and Richard. Jacob had no children. Richard and his 
wife Margaret (Wolf) had four sons—Nathan, Raymond, Alton and 
Harry Charles. Nathan and Harry Charles died in infancy. 


Dr. Raymond W. Albright, professor in the Evangelical School of 
Theology in Reading, Pa., and the Rev. Alton P. Albright are minis- 
ters in the East Pennsylvania Conference of the Evangelical Church. 


Jacob Albright manufactured tile for roofing and it is believed by 
some that he also made bricks. Many old buildings in the vicinity are 
still covered with substantial tiles that seem to be almost unworn after 
these many years. Since the older residents of the vicinity insist that 
there was no other tiler within many miles, it is fair to assume that 
these tiles were made by Albright. Through the careful direction of 
Reuben Albright, the last surviving grandson of Jacob, it has been 
possible to locate the exact spot where the old tile plant stood. Here 
in this southwestern end of the farm, there are still very rich clay de- 
posits and there was, until recently, a huge depression from which tons 
of clay undoubtedly had been removed. Here, too, each time the soil 
iS Lida anew, hundreds of pieces of broken tile are turned to the 
surface. 


At Albright’s death in 1808, his widow was unable to keep up the 
farm and the large business and therefore sold it to Jacob Hoffman. 
Hoffman’s interest was in farming rather than tiling and so he en- 
larged the barn and converted the house into a two-and-a-half story 
building. Mrs. Albright and her children moved into a small log 
house adjoining the old homestead. 
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Farm near Hinkletown, Pa., where Rev. Jacob Albright at one time lived 
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Religious Background 


Jacob Albright’s ancestors were Lutherans and it was only natural 
that he should continue a relationship with the Lutheran Church in 
his new home. It has been asserted that Catharine, his wife, was 
originally of the Reformed Church; but there is no documentary evi- 
dence to show where her family, the Copes, came from or to what 
church they belonged. Upon their settling in Lancaster county, the 
young couple united with the Bergstrasse Lutheran Church near 
Hinkletown, which is located about three miles from their home. 
Traces of Lutheran influence appear later in the new church which 
Albright was instrumental in founding. 


Because of his later evangelical convictions, Albright was dropped 
from the membership of Bergstrasse Church. In 1876, the Rev. S. S. 
Henry, then the pastor at Bergstrasse, led his people in,a Centennial 
Celebration. During this year he prepared a history of the congrega- 
tion in which is found the following statement: 


‘During the pastorate of the Rev. Henry Moeller, 1790-1797, we 
find the name of notorious Jacob Albright, among the communicant 
members of this congregation. He afterwards left the Lutheran 
Church and became a fanatic—he connected himself with the Metho- 
dist Church. Afterward he became the organizer of the German 
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The first Evangelical Church built in 1816 at New Berlin, Pa. The building was 
a long structure 34 x 38 feet in dimension. When the church was demolished 
in 1873, a general expression of regret was manifested in all parts of the church, 
that a place of such historic interest was not preserved. 
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Methodists in various parts of Pennsylvania, formally later known by 
the name of “The Albrights,” but later yet known by the name of 
Evangelical Association. He and his wife communed in May 1791. 
She is said to have continued her membership with the Lutheran 
Church unto her end. Her remains rest in the Bergstrasse graveyard.” 
There is no record of an expulsion as such, although Albright is 
accused of fanaticism and his character slandered, which is only to be 
expected from those who disapproved of his religious emphasis. 


The First Conference 


The first conference of the newly formed Evangelical Church was 
held at the house of Samual Becker near Kleinfeltersville, Pa., in 
1806, presumably in the latter part of the month of May. George 
Miller states that he received an appointment on May 25, 1806 and 
appointments were frequently made at such sessions. Tradition through 
the Becker family also says that this was the date of that conference. 
At the time of this meeting there were four ministers in the new church, 
Albright, Walter, Jameson and Miller, among whom the contributions 
for salaries were equally divided. Jameson was dissatisfied and al- 
though an additional allowance was granted him because of the small 
salaries, he withdew from the ministry. In consequence of the dispute 
about salaries, the conference of 1806 decided that no one shall be 
admitted to the ministry who will not be satisfied with his proportion- 
ate share of the salary. A new fund called “Briefschaftsteur” was 
created as a subsidiary or contingent fund. At first it was designed 
for the help of the preachers and the poor. Later all of the income 
was needed to provide only a barely living wage for the preachers. 
Shortly after 1836 the fund was discontinued. 





Community Church near Albright’s home, where he preached his first sermons. 
This church is located near Hinkletown, Lancaster County, built prior to 1800. 
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The First Official Regular Conference 


In keeping with their decision at the conference of 1807, to hold a 
conference annually, the leaders of the Evangelical Church, then called 
“The Albright’s People,” held their first official annual gathering on 
November 13-15, 1807 at the home of Samuel Becker at Millbach, 
then in Dauphin County and now Lebanon County. In January of 
that year, Albright had changed the preachers, sending Miller to the 
old, and Walter to the new circuit. On Pentecost in April 1807, all 
the ministers of the group attended a general meeting at Penn’s Valley 
in Centre County. At this gathering the youthful John Dreisbach 
was given a license as a local preacher and during the remainder of 
the year he assisted the regular ministers. From the Conference of 
1807, all such matters were to be discussed and decided at the regular 
annual session. 


The Samuel Becker at whose home the first regular conference of 
the Evangelical Church was held, was a grandson of Peter Becker, 





Original farm house where Rev. Jacob Albright died near Kleinfeltersville. 
This house was razed by William Hoffman, son-in-law of the founder of Klein- 
feltersville, prior to 1870, and a new one erected 100 feet from the original site. 
This house is the one where the Evanglical Association was organized on the 
3rd of November, 1803. 
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who with many other Anabaptists had fled from Germany to find in 
the new world a place to worship according to the dictates of their 
consciences. Peter Becker was the official baptizer of the group in 
the Millbach region and in 1724 baptized Conrad Beissel who later 
founded the Seventh Day Baptist Communistic Society at the Cloister 
near Ephrata. 


The Albright Memorial Church 


The East Pennsylvania Conference in session in February, 1850, 
resolved to erect a memorial church at Kleinfeltersville, Pennsylvania, 
near the grave of Jacob Albright and designated “That the said church 
shall be called the Albright Church, erected in the fiftieth year of the 
Evangelical Association of North America.” 


The West Pennsylvania Conference supported this action and set 
apart the sum of $1,000 for the project. The other conferences like- 





Grave of Rev. Jacob. Albright, founder of the Evangelical Church, Kleinfelters- 
ville Cemetery. 
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wise contributed funds so that on October 13, the church could be 
dedicated. The Rev. J. P. Leib officiated. The building was con- 
structed of stone, 38 feet wide, 52 feet long, and two stories in height. 


The pledges had not all been paid by the next session of the East 
Pennsylvania Conference, and the builder, Mr. Thomas Seip, presented 
a claim of $2,500 against the Albright Church. The conference au- 
thorized the borrowing of $800 toward the sum, and then set the 
month of May as the time to make an appeal for a contribution from 
every member for this building. 


Although there is a tradition among some of the older residents in 
Kleinfeltersville, that the Albright Church was destroyed by fire about 
a decade later, it is very probable that it was faulty construction which 
made necessary the complete rebuilding of this Church in 1860. 


Take Note—The minutes of the East Pennsylvania Conference 
clearly state that Seip, the builder, sustained serious financial loss 
during the process of construction due to a very heavy rain storm. 
The fair spirit of these men is indicated by the fact that they paid Mr. 
Seip $300.00 beyond their contract. This unfortunate storm had 
much to do with the weakening of the stone masonry and accordingly 
in 1860 the entire structure was rebuilt. The General Conference of 
1934 allocated the Kleinfeltersville Church to the Historical Society 
of the Evangelical Church which during the more recent years has 
conducted, on the first Sunday in May, an annual memorial service 
in the church and at the grave of Albright, that day being nearest 
May Ist which was Albright’s birthday. 


THE EARLY DAYS 


Lebanon County 


For some unknown reason Albright was specially interested in 
Schaefferstown and vicinity. This place is situated about seven miles 
southeast of Lebanon, one of the finest agricultural regions of the 
State. It is specially noted as the place of Albright’s first labors, of 
which we have definite knowledge. In October, 1796, the Reformed 
Church here was dedicated, and we find him addressing an overflow 
meeting from a board pile at the entrance of the market house, in the 
public square. A furious attack was made upon him by a godless 
mob, and the result would doubtless have been serious to him had 
not the arm of the Lord encircled him. At the critical moment when 
a rush was about to be made upon him, a powerful man, named 
Maize, who saw his danger, seized him, and carried him away, as 
though he were a child. The cowardly mob well knew the strength 
and courage of Maize, and made no further attempt to harm him. A 
kind hearted man named Peter Mohr then took him to his home and 
sheltered him. This perilous attempt to preach Evangelical doctrine 
in this wicked place did not in the least discourage him, but with true 
Christian heroism he frequently returned, and the Lord not only 
opened doors for him, but also hearts to receive the truth, and the 
precious seed thus sown in tears and sorrow, came to a rich and 
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glorious fruitage, as will be observed. But before this result could be 
reached, God’s servant must pass through a still more fiery ordeal. 


Albright’s Terrible Persecution 


In the Autumn of 1799 a fair was held at Schaefferstown, at which 
time he preached to a large multitude by the wayside. On this oc- 
casion he was attacked by a mob and shamefully abused. Bruised 
and bleeding, and with garments almost torn from his body, he escaped 
with his life to father Zentmeyer’s, who lived two miles distant, and at 
whose home he had often found a warm welcome. Here he lay for 
two weeks under the care of a physician. 


Among Albright’s hearers at the fair was George Becker, who lived 
two miles east, at the Muehlbach. The word of truth made an im- 
pression upon his heart and some years later he was converted, and 
became one of the strongest pillars the church has ever had. 


Near Schaefferstown lived Jacob Gleim, a man of sterling worth 
and deep piety. Soon after Albright began his labors here Brother G. 
opened his house for preaching, and it was for many years a noted 
place. He died in 1837, at the age of seventy-one years. It is worthy 
of note that when Albright was suffering from his last illness and was 
on his way home, as he said, “to die,” he was brought from Lingels- 
town to brother Gleim’s. From there he resumed his journey, but 
was compelled to stop at George Becker’s, only two miles distant, 
where he breathed his last. 


Among the converts of Albright at Schaefferstown was Jacob 
Bricker, who was, so far as we know, the first in the town to open his 
house as a preaching place. He died in Lebanon, in 1840, aged 73 
years. Bishop Newcomer, of the United Brethren Church, mentions 
in his journal the fact of having preached in Bricker’s house in 1823. 


The Muehlbach and Vicinity 


In West Cocalico township, in the northeastern part of Lancaster, 
and near the line of Lebanon County, is a locality known as “The 
Swamp,” opening in the direction of Schaefferstown, between the 
Muehlbach and Chestnut Ridge. The Muhlbach is a few miles north 
and Schaefferstown northwest. In this place Albright was received by 
John Wenger, who opened his house for the preachers of experimental 
religion. On one occasion when Albright preached here, the house 
was so thronged that the floor gave way, and a disaster was narrowly 
averted. Some people regarded this mishap as a sign of God’s dis- 
favor and thereafter kept aloof. 


In the Spring or Summer of 1805 George Miller, Albright’s co- 
laborer, gained entrance a little farther north towards the Muehlbach. 
In his autobiography he says, “One evening I stopped with a man in 
Lancaster County named Lesher, and was lovingly received. In the 
evening and morning I prayed with them, and as I was about to take 
my departure, he asked me whether I was not a Methodist preacher. 
I replied that I was no Methodist. ‘But,’ said he, ‘you are a preacher, 
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and in what connection do you stand?’ I replied, ‘I am an Evangelical 
preacher, and preach the gospel to all who receive and hear me.’ ‘Tell 
me the truth,’ said he, ‘are you not a Methodist preacher?’ ‘You can 
depend upon it,’ said I. ‘I would like to hear you preach, but the 
Methodists I would not receive, because they are too boisterous. Or 
are you so loud too? At any rate, I will give out an appointment for 
you and then we will see.’ 


“An appointment was given out, and the house was filled with peo- 
ple. The Lord gave me grace to preach His Word with feeling and 
power, so that nearly all were melted. Lesher desired another ap- 
pointment, and as I preached again others desired it also, and the 
Lord so wrought that in a short time sinners began to seek for pardon. 
As Lesher heard the noise he left the assembly, but God worked power- 
fully so that many sinners were converted, and also this old man with 
nearly his entire family were converted. 


The Beckers and Lefflers Converted 


Among the people who came to the meetings at Lesher’s were 
some from the Muehlbach, about three miles distant, among whom 
was Catharine, wife of Frederick Becker, a highly respected man, 
and a brother of George and Samuel, of the Muehlbach. John Leffler, 
married to Becker’s sister Julianna, lived near Lesher’s, and also at- 
tended the meetings. Mrs. Becker was converted and a little later 
her husband Frederick. This opened the way for the introduction of 
the work. 


Samuel Becker was still unconverted. Soon after the conversion of 
Lefflers a prayer-meeting was appointed at their house. When the 
time for the prayer-meeting came, Samuel Becker’s wife, who had 
been converted, said to her husband, “Come, get ready, and let us go 
over to Leffler’s to the prayer-meeting.” “No,” said he, “I must go 
to church to-day or they will throw me out of office, as I have missed 
church pretty often of late.” After much persuasion, however, she in- 
duced him to accompany her. The meeting was one of great power, 
and Becker resolved to seek the Lord in the salvation of his soul. The 
friends joined in fervent supplications with him, and he was soon over- 
whelmed with the power of saving grace. Springing to his feet, with 
his streaming eyes turned heavenward, he repeated that grand old 
hymn of Rothe, beginning, 

“Ich habe nun den Grund gefunden 
Der meinen Anker ewig haelt; 
Wo anders als in Jesu Wunden; 
Da lag er vor der Zeit der Welt, 
Ein grund der unbeweglich steht 
Wann Erd und Himmel untergeht.” 


Becker Family History 


Among the early German emigrants in Pennsylvania were a number 
of Baptists, who fled from the religious intolerance of the Old World 
to seek homes in the New, where they might serve God according to 
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the dictates of their consciences. At first they were somewhat scat- 
tered, but Conrad Beissel having settled at the Muehlbach in 1721, 
was in 1724 joined by others, and a society was organized. This so- 
ciety chose one of their number named Peter Becker as their official 
baptizer. This was the ancestor of the Becker family. In 1724 he 
baptized Beissel in the Pequea Creek. Beissel was a man of consider- 
able intelligence, and changing his views somewhat, he, a few years 
later, withdrew and founded the famous Communistic Society at 
Ephrata. Becker’s estate on the Muehlbach was quite large, and a 
good portion of it has remained in the hands of his descendants. 
Among the sons of the emigrant was John George Becker, I, to whom 
the estate descended. 

John George Becker, I, was the father of 15 children, nearly all of 
whom became supporters of Albright and members of his society, and 
multitudes of his decendants are to be found as honored members in 
almost every quarter of the church. He died prior to 1800, aged 92 
years. His aged companion, who was his third wife, lived to see the 
Evangelical work established, became a member of the Muehlbach 
class and died in peace soon afterwards. Of the children of John 
George Becker, I, several of whom have already been mentioned, a 
brief reference can only be given in this connection. John Jacob soon 
after his conversion removed to Windsor township, York County, 
where he was a pillar for many years. Michael lived on the Swatara, 
where he received Albright and his co-laborers. Elizabeth married 
to John Lesher, of Dauphin County. Frederick Becker and his 
brother-in-law Lesher removed to Seneca County, Ohio. Julianna, 
wife of John Leffler, already referred to; Christina, who became the 
wife of Rev. John Walter, the first co-laborer of Albright; Samuel and 
George, of whom more will be found presently. 


The Becker mansion is one of the most interesting landmarks con- 
nected with the history of the church. It was erected by John George 
Becker, and is a two story stone edifice of large size. The body of 
the building is of limestone, but the corners, windows, and doors are 
fine red sandstone trimmings. Over the door is neatly cut the legend, 
“G, 1767, B.” The edifice is in an excellent state of preservation. 
An abiding interest attaches to it, because in it was held, in 1807, the 
first annual conference of the Evangelical Association. Samuel 
Becker gained possession of the homiestead. He was killed in 1809 
by accidentally falling under the wheel of his wagon, while on his way 
to Reading. George Becker lived on the western end of the estate. 
The old homestead was situated near a large spring, which is the 
source of the stream known as the Muehlbach (Millcreek). In this 
house Albright died in 1808. The annual conference was held here 
in 1810 and 1811. The old home has long since given way to a more 
modern edifice. George Becker was blessed with a family of godly 
children, of whom the eldest daughter Mary married Rev. John Erb, 
but died in the bloom of life in 1814. Catharine in 1823 became the 
wife of Rev. John Klinefelter, who was one of the leading men of 
the church. Father George Becker died in 1855, at the age of 88 
years, his wife Maria having preceded him many years. 
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The Muehlbach class was organized in 1805, John Leffler, leader. 
Members: Father John Lesher and family, John Leffler and wife 
Julianna, mother Julianna Becker, Frederick Becker and wife Catha- 
rine. John Jacob Becker, Catharine (Becker) Kissinger, Christina 
Becker, (afterwards Mrs. Rev. J. Walter), Anna Yost, John A. Hake. 
and also Jacob Bricker, Jacob Gleim, and John Grumbein, with their 
families of Schaefferstown. 

Albright was buried in the private burying ground of John George 
Becker, II, now known as the Albright Memorial or Evangelical Ceme- 
tery. In the midst of it stands the Albright Memorial Church, built in 
memory of the founder in 1850. The material is red sandsone. It is. 
however, not as originally constructed. Because of faulty work in 
its erection, it became necessary to rebuild the entire structure. In 
the marble slab above the entrance is this inscription: 

“Albrechts Kirche, 
errichted 
zum andenken des verewigten 
Jacob Albrecht, 
Stifter der Evangelischen Gemeinschaft in Nord Amerika 
im 50 ten Jahr der Gemeinschaft, 
Anno. 1850 
Ganz neu aufgebaut im Jahr 1860.” 

Translation: “Albright Church, erected to the memory of the 
Sainted Jacob Albright, founder of the Evangelical Association of 
North America, in the 50th year of the Association, Anno. 1850. 
Rebuilt in the year 1860.” 
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SITE AND FARM WHERE ALBRIGHT DIED 
Farm near Kleinfeltersville where Rev. Jacob Albright died. The house shown 


on this picture is not the original farm house where Rev. Jacob Albright died. 


Left to right—Harry Millard, Rev. A. Stapelton, Dr. Wagner, Rev. Kreidler, 
Roy Erb, Henry Erb, Annie (Hoffman) Bollinger, Lizzie (Hoffman) Witter, 
Lillie (Hoffman) Baker, Rev. William Hoffman, John Hoffman. 
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The Last Days of Jacob Albright 


Following the permanent organization of the Evangelical Church at 
the conference of 1807, Albright and his assistants worked with a 
new zeal in their evangelistic efforts and with even greater success 
than they had previously enjoyed. But Albright’s health gradually 
began to fail. 

Although Albright travelled and preached with great difficulty due 
to his weakened condition, he insisted on going with his brethren to 
another general meeting held just a week later at the home of Peter 
Raidabough at Linglestown, nine miles east of Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. Albright had first preached in this home only a few months 
before in the winter of 1807. Although he had encountered some 
Opposition to his views about sin and the true Christians’ constant 
struggle to be free from sin among these officials of the Lutheran 
Church, Albright, through his sound reasoning and appeal to the 
Bible, won them to be his loyal followers in thought and life. At this 
general meeting he was unable to preach because of the advanced 
stage of his illness, but managed, on Sunday, to sit for a short while 
on the preacher’s stand in the barn. At the close of the meeting the 
ministers went directly to their appointments, but Albright set out to- 
ward his home 50 miles away. Being so weak that he was unable 
to travel alone, Jacob Gleim and Abraham Walter accompanied AI- 
bright to George Becker’s home at Kleinfeltersville. Each of them 
knew that he had seen his leader for the last time. 


When Albright had covered about 30 miles of his journey he felt 
that he could not ride all the way to his home. Consequently he di- 
rected his horse toward Kleinfeltersville where he was welcomed by 
the Becker family. Upon his arrival, Albright asked, “Have you my 
bed ready? I have come to die.” His bed was ready for him. He 
was among friends who cared for him to the last. 


Many of the early settlers kept a room especially for the traveling 
ministers where they might find quarters and rest no matter when 
they arrived. Here Albright died on May 18, 1808 at the age of 49 
years and 17 days. Immediately upon his arrival at the Becker home, 
his family was notified of the impending end, but they arrived just a 
short time after his departure. 


Jacob Albright’s widow spent her last days with her son David and 
his wife Mary on a portion of the original farm, and died in 1828, 
a member of the church her husband had founded. 

During his brief illness, Albright was in close communion with God. 
Converts and friends of his held prayer meetings in his room and he 
joined his feeble voice with theirs in offering praise to God. To the 
last he insisted that he was very happy and especially grateful that he 
could die in the presence of Christian people. In his last hours he was 
surrounded by friends who had come to pray. 

Joyfully he bade his friends adieu. Ministers felt that they had 
lost a great leader and a close friend. Under the sacred influence of 
this hour, ministry and laity alike were moved to dedicate themselves 
more completely to God and his work. The opponents of Albright’s 
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work thought that now that the leader was gone, the work would soon 
perish. In this they were mistaken, for the foundations of this spiri- 
tual movement were laid so deeply in a ministry to a fundamental, 
human need that it was not to be destroyed. Other God-called leaders 
took up the work where Albright laid it down and through the years 
have earnestly given themselves to its promotion. 


Names of people known to attend the old Albright Church in Klein- 
feltersville in the year of 1867. 


Monroe Boyer 
Charles Bedger 
Elsworth Carmany 
Samuel Noll 
Oliver Sechrist 
Henry Cormany 
David Artz 

John Spengler 
John Hoffman 
Henry Noll 

John Noll 
Alfred Sechrist 
William Artz 
Charles Boyer 
Christine Sechrist 
Franklin Noll 
Jacob Noll 
Henry Miller 
Alfred Noll 
Christine Noll 
Cyrus Miller 
Monroe Noll 
William Miller 
George Weike 
Nathan Bollinger 
George Hardman 
William Sechrist 
John Stuard 
John Strigler 
Jeremiah Artz 
Morris Kurtz 
William Rine 
Hiram Noll 
Edwin Stuard 
Jeremiah Snavely 


Agness Mattus 
Catharine Boyer 
Catharine Cormany 
Sarah Noll 
Marg Bollinger 
Cath. Kleinfelter 
Elizabeth Hoffman 
Mary Sechrist 
July Noll 

Mary Noll 
Mantala Philipy 
Susanah Noll 
Mary Hoffman 
Cath. Ditzler 
Em. Cormany 
Em. Flowers 
Mary Cormany 
Selest Miller 
Mary Wagner 
Mary Steinmetz 
Elizabeth Stober 
Elen Bedger 
Ratisa Weike 
Elizabeth Noll 
Adus Spade 
Mary Rich 
Mahala Betz 
Mary Weike 
Amy Miller 
Sarah Labe 
Mary Labe 
Mautah Noll 
Elizabeth Sander 
Rahaco Ream 
Sarah Keller 


The First Albright Memorial Church of 1850 
Kleinfeltersville, Heidelberg Township 


The first and accurate knowledge known of the building of the 
first Albright Memorial Church of 1850 is the personal handwriting 
of Rev. John R. Kleinfelter, founder of Kleinfeltersville. 
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Rev. John R. Kleinfelter wrote in English and German script. Half 
of the records he wrote are in German and as of now are yet to be 
translated. 

A list of names that have subscribed for the building of the first 
Albright Church 1850: 


John Gockley $80.00 H. Missermer 5.00 
Rev. John R. Kleinfelter 50.00 Daniel Shoup 5.00 
John George Becker, II 40.00 Joseph Kallbach 3.00 
Sam & Michael Becker 20.00 William Becker 5.00 
Leonard & John Ellig 10.00 George Miser 2.00 
Uriah Stewart 5.00 John Groff 2.00 
Peter Stump 5.00 John Becker 1.00 
Samuel Weist 1.00 William Seibert 250 
John Zimmerman 5.00 


Other names are not mentioned because of illegible writing. Most 
of these people lived near the Millbach section. 


The digging of the foundation cost $5.99. 

The digging of the well and walling cost $16.00. 

He also mentions the names of people who hauled stones and 
squared stones, the cost of the stones and the price of labor involved. 

Rev. John Kleinfelter lists the following— 

(My account against the Church) 








for hauling stones $46.20 
for squaring stones 26.99 
for the land 40.00 
Total $113.19 
subscribed by me $50.00 
Balance due me $63.19 


In some historical books it states that Kleinfelter donated the land 
on which the Albright Church was built. However, it was not the 
fault of the historian but his lack of knowledge of the true facts. 


Rev. John R. Kleinfelter was highly respected by the people, al- 
though he was not too generous when it came to the financial part. It 
seems he was a good business man as well as a good preacher ac- 
cording to some of the many business deals he made in his life. 


Old Statement Paper Pertaining to the Rebuilding of the 
Albright Church 


The following resolutions were made by the members of the Mill- 
creek Class on the 8th day of May A.D. 1860 in order to rebuild the 
Albright Church. 

I. Resolved, that, the Church be erected on the same place. 

II. Resolved, that the old Church edifice be torn down on the 
foundation, and, if necessary, the whole foundation shall be 
broken up. 
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Resolved, that a basement be made under the church, it shall 
take up the half of the Church, it shall have six windows, two 
on each side, and at the gable end and one door. It shall be as 
high as the lower story of the old Church. 


Resolved, that the new Church shall have the same height of 
the old Church on the second floor, it shall have two entrys 
and two doors with double wings. 


Resolved, that the pulpit be given over to the preachers to de- 
vise a plan of the same. 


. Resolved, that a steeple be made on the Church, it shall be 


pointed above. 


. Resolved, that the roof shall be given over to the carpenters, 


as they see fit to take it off. 


. Resolved, that a commencement be made to tear down the old 


Church, as soon as workingmen can be obtained. 


. Resolved, that everything of the old Church shall be used, if 


thought substantial. 


. Resolved, that the working at the Church be given away by the 


day. 


Resolved, that William E. Hoffman shall be Building Master 
and that wages shall be allowed him, if he spends his time, in 
providing for the Church. 


Chronological Record of Pastors 
Albright Memorial Church 


Rev. Moses Dissinger 1862 

Rev. D. Yiengst 1863 

Rev. Kuntz 1864-1865 

Rev. W. S. Heim 1866 (6 months) 
Rev. Fry 1866 (6 months) 
Rev. Saylor 1867 

Rev. Snyder 1868 

Rev. D. Sentz 1869-1870 

Rev. Wolforth 1871 

Rev. Seifert 1872 

Rev. W. H. Weidner 1873-1874 

Rev. M. S. Custer 1875 

Rev. Brown 1876-1878 

Rev. B. D. Albright 1879-1881 

Rev. E. P. Miller 1882-1884 

Rev. D. Z. Campbell 1885-1887 

Rev. G. D. Sweigert 1888-1890 

Rev. S. Buntz 1891 

Rev. F. Sechrist 1892-1894 

Rev. K. Knecht 1895- 
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TRINITY EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
KLEINFELTERSVILLE, HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 


Centennial celebration of the organization of the first conference 
of the Evangelical Church held at Kleinfeltersville, in the year of 
1907. 


Picture showing the gathering at the grave of Rev. Jacob Albright 
in the year of 1907. 





Address delivered at the grave of Rev. Jacob Albright by Rev. 
C. S. Haman. 


“We are standing at the grave of a Christian minister, not at that 
of a king, or president, or statesman, but of an ambassador of Christ. 
Here lies the body of Rev. Jacob Albright, an humble minister of 
our Lord, called and qualified by the Holy Ghost to win souls from 
destruction. Little did he think that he should ever be looked upon 
as a founder of a church. His only ambition was to serve as an 
evangelist among the German population of eastern Pennsylvania. So 
he eased the passion of his soul. 


The Lord, however, took the work out of his hands. The work is 
well commenced by Rev. Albright’s preaching organization, consisting 
of earnest, consecrated followers of Christ. We do not idolize the 
man, but we do glory in his good works, in laying so good and strong 
a foundation for our branch of the Christian Church. 


This tombstone marking the resting place of this great man, shows 
that he died at the age of 49. The strenuous work in which he was 
engaged coupled with the style of preaching (at that time common 
among the fathers) wore hard upon his body and ended his life soon. 


May the mantle of Jacob Albright rest upon us, his followers! Let 
us this day consecrate ourselves anew to the work of soul-saving in 
the good old-fashioned way. 
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Historical Background and Record 


The church now serving Kleinfeltersville this year of 1963 was 
built in 1897. 

The members of the building committee were: John Flickinger (who 
donated the land), Henry Bennetch, and Messiah Sheetz. 

Services and materials were contributed by many people of the 
community for the construction of the building. 

The first funeral was conducted in 1897 for Abraham Artz. 

In 1915 the church was remodeled. 

In 1929—Golden Anniversary for John K. Hoffman, who served 
for 55 years as Sunday School superintendent. 

The first child baptized in the second church was Lillie Baker. 

The first wedding performed was that of Marie Bollinger to Delbert 
Steinmetz in 1946. 

On October 20, 1946, a joint Golden Celebration for Miss Henri- 
etta Noll and Monroe A. Weik was held. Both had given more than 
fifty years of continuous work in the Sunday School as teacher and 
officer. 

On November 16, 1946, the Evangelical and United Brethren 
Churches were united and this church came to be known as Trinity 
Evangelical United Brethren Church. 

On November 9, 1947, a Golden Celebration was held for Frank 
Bedger, who served for more than fifty years as a Sunday School 
teacher. 





REV. PHILIP H. CASTOR 
Pastor of Trinity Evangelical United Brethren Church, Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 
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Chronological Record Of Pastors In Church—Built In 1897 
NAME 


Rev. Thomas Knecht 
Rev. 


J. L. Grunther 


_G. Reinhold 
. F. Schofer 


. G. Rosenberger 
B 


SERVED 


1897-1898 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1904 
1904-1906 
1906-1907 
1907-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1916 
1916-1918 
1918-1919 
1918-1919 
1919-1920 
1919-1920 





Trinity Evangelical Church, Kleinfeltersville, Pa., built in 1897 
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Rev. I. J. Reitz 1920-1922 
Rev. C. D. Rabuck 1920-1922 
Rev. C. D. Rabuck 1922-1923 
Rev. C. E. Hewett 1922-1923 
Rev. P. K. Bergman 1923-1927 
Rev ceo ans 1927-1929 
Rev. M. J. Winters 1929-1930 
Rev. C. T. Gegan 1930-1931 
Rev: LD. Reed 1931-1935 
Rev. R. S. Kresge 1935-1936 
Rev. E. R. Heisler 1936-1939 
Rev. J. W. Helt 1939-1943 
Rev: Coc Derk 1943-1944 
Rev. K. R. Texter 1944-1947 
Rev. C. N. Wolfe 1947 (6 months) 
Rev. C. W. Ebbert 1947-1948 
Rev. E. Heiser 1948-1950 
Rev. C. R. Funk 1950-1959 
Rev. L. Bergstresser 1959-1960 
RevnPE: “Castor 1960- 
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Trinity E. U. B. Church, Kleinfeltersville remodeled in 1915 
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HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 
KLEINFELTERSVILLE DISTRICT HONOR ROLL 
VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II 


Samuel McQuate 
Paul Lape 

Roy I. Noll 
Norman R. Knier 
Russel E. Weik 
Franklin H. Leed 
Donald C. Sholley 
Allen McQuate 
John Zartman 
Charles Wealand 
Rufus Karterman 
Clifford M. McQuate 
Lloyd Lesher 

Ralph Eberly 
Delbert J. Steinmetz 
Victor S. Derr 
Harry E. Fertig 
Arthur J. Thompson 
Roger McQuate 
Clarence Wolf 
Dorothy Heilinger 
Winfield A. Fetter 





Seated in front—Rev. John G. Levengood. 


Paul H. Weidman 
Robert D. Herr 

Lester E. Beamesderfer 
Harold C. Kurtz 
Richard M. McQuate 
William T. Walker 
Earla McQuate 

Elsie Poorman 

Harry W. Shirk 

Henry C. Beamesderfer 
Seth D. Sholley 
Kenneth H. Weidman 
Kenneth McQuate 
Herbert Marderness 
Frederick S. Beamesderfer 
Lloyd E. Beamesderfer 
Leon Clauser 
Theodore J. Morris 
Jean E. Busser 
Richard J. Wike 
Wilbur E. Moats 

Luke L. Levengood 





Standing to the left of honor roll—Marie (Bollinger) Steinmetz. 
Standing to the right of honor roll—Marie (Hoffman) Hippert. 
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KLEINFELTERSVILLE OLD SCHOOLHOUSE 
HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 


The first school in Kleinfeltersville opened on October 15, 1832. 


This building was probably an old barn owned by the Snavely 
Family, and belonging to the old homestead. 


This building is still standing and is the oldest building in Klein- 
feltersville. 
Old Agreement Paper States 


Agreed the 15th day of October A.D., 1832 between Isaac Adams 
of Heidelberg Township in the County of Lebanon and State of Penn- 
sylvania, Miller of the one part and Philip White of the same place, 
Teacher, of the other part. 

As follows—the said Isaac Adams doth let unto the said Philip 
White a certain room now in the possession of the said Isaac Adams, 
it being on the east side of said Isaac Adams residence, that is to say, 
where he now resides, together with a good stove and pipe, also two 
school tables each 12 feet long and 4 benches of the same length as 
that of said tables and one chair and writing desk which said Isaac 
Adams is to give, find and furnish for the use of a school for the term 
of three months and a half. 

And make fire in said stove every morning that school is, give a 
sufficient shelter for Daniel Strickler’s horse to stand under in case of 
stormy weather. 

The above preparations the said Isaac Adams shall make and give 
on or before the third day of December next for the Reception of a 
school and further the said Isaac Adams agrees to take his rent of 
the said teacher. This is 10% on each and every dollar that is made 


by said school. 
Witness at signing Isaac Adams (X)—his mark 
John Kleinfelter Philip White 





The first school in Kleinfeltersville—1832 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF KLEINFELTERSVILLE, 
HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP, PA. 
FOUNDED IN 1848 BY REV. JOHN R. KLEINFELTER 


In the year of 1765 Kleinfeltersville was practically a wilderness. 
There were probably only three log houses. These log houses are 
no longer in existence. The early settlers are known to be the Cole- 
mans, Snavelys and Trostels. Other early settlers close to the town 
were Eberlys, Deppens, Stewarts, Gockleys, Beckers, and Nolls. 

On the Kleinfeltersville Cemetery there are twelve unnamed graves 
marked by rocks. It is possible that these were the earliest settlers, 
but no knowledge of their names can be obtained. 


Rey. John R. Kleinfelter 


Rev. John R. Kleinfelter was born May 5, 1791 near Glen Rock 
in York County, Pennsylvania. In 1813, at the age of 22, he entered 





REV. JOHN R. KLEINFELTER 
founder of 

Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 

Born 1791 near Glen Rock, York County, Pa. 

Died 1863 in Kleinfeltersville, Pa. 
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the ministry and became president of the Evangelical Church Confer- 
ence from 1822 to 1824. 


Traveling quite a bit as a circuit minister, he was in this section 
quite often in his travels. Upon visiting the home of John George 
Becker. II, a follower of Rev. Jacob Albright, he met Catherine 
Becker. In 1823 they were married in the home of her father, the 
place where Rev. Albright died. 


In 1824 he bought the Becker farm for 1453 pounds and five 
shillings. It consisted of over 200 acres. There he lived, farmed 
and preached whenever and wherever called. He was a beloved man 
and preached the funeral sermons for great distances. 


During his ministry, Rev. Kleinfelter had an unusual experience 
when he performed the marriage of Sara Funk to Cornelius Achey 
in 1855. Failing to ascertain the exact age of the bride, he soon dis- 
covered that the bride was a minor and had not obtained the consent 
of her father. Mr. Funk pressed suit against Rev. Kleinfelter and 





Grave of Rey. John R. Kleinfelter in the Kleinfeltersville Cemetery 
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according to law Rev. Kleinfelter was subject to a fine of $250. Upon 
agreement with Mr. Funk he had to pay a fine of $110. This was 
10% more than the salary Rev. Kleinfelter received that year as a 
minister. 


In 1830 he moved to Cocalico and established a store there for 
several years. One of his store credit ledger books, dated 1831 is 
now in the possession of Delbert J. Steinmetz, the husband of Rev. 
Kleinfelter’s great-great granddaughter. 


He moved back to his farm and in 1844 bought 49 acres from 
Levi Zell which included a large two-story log house. This house 
was formerly known as the Trostel homestead and was situated in 
the center of what was later known as Kleinfeltersville. 


Retiring from farming in 1861 he sold the farm to his son-in-law, 
Rev. William Hoffman. He than moved to the two-story log house 
he had bought in 1844. There he died in 1863. This log house is 
no longer standing. It was razed by his son-in-law John Flickinger 
and a new house erected on the same site. 





This credit store ledger dated 1831 belonged to Rev. John R. Kleinfelter when 
he had a store in Cocalico, Lancaster, Pa. 


Some of the articles sold at that time are as follows—1 gal. whiskey—31c, 1 Ib. 
nails—8c, 1 Ib. sugar—11c, 1 pack salt—25c, 1 Ib. bacon—7c, 1 Ib. coffe—16c, 
5 Ibs. butter—50c, 1 gal. molasses—S0c, 2 packs tobacco—6c, 1 yd. calico—13c, 
12 barrel mackerel—$4.25, 14 Ib. snuff—10c, 4 gal. ruam—33c, 1 gal. apple 
brandy—28c, 1 fur hat—$2.50, 1 gal. honey—80c, 1 doz. eggs—8c, etc, 
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This letter in German script was written in 1828 to Rev. John R. Kleinfelter. 
During oe period, he received his mail at two post offices, “Shefferstown” and 
omelsdorf. 


The Beginning of Kleinfeltersville—Founded In 1848 


The land was divided into lots. The first sale was to his son-in-law, 
Rev. William Hoffman, and consequent lots were sold to his six 
daughters and his only son. From time to time the town increased in 
residents. 

Rev. John Kleinfelter did not donate the lots to his children, he 
made loans to them which they were required to repay with interest. 
Contrary to belief that Rev. Kleinfelter built most of the houses, it 
is known that he built only one. The town was named for him be- 
cause he owned the greater part of the land. 


Industries 


As in many other small villages, cigar manufacturing was the chief 
industry. Other products were pottery and wagon wheels. Weavers’ 
brick yard near Kleinfeltersville supplied bricks for the construction 
of the brick houses in Kleinfeltersville. They also orginated the now 
famous Lebanon bologna. 

The first post office was established on June 29, 1868. The first 
postmaster was John H. Sechrist. Kleinfeltersville is the longest single 
post office name in the United States. 


Camp Meetings 


Prior to 1847, camp meetings were held at the John George Becker, 
II, farm. later known as the Kleinfelter farm. People would pitch 
tents, prepare meals and stay for the duration of the meetings. 
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Witter’s Cigar Factory in Kleinfeltersville in approximately 1912. The building 
was formerly Carpenter’s Hall in Schaefferstown and was moved to Kleinfelters- 
ville prior to 1908. It was enlarged and looks quite different than the original 
structure in Schaefferstown. 





Top row, standing, left to right—Unknown, Allen Keller, Alice (Sheetz) Keller, 
David Bedger, Kate (Ream) Bedger, Ella (Hewitt) Gockley, Unknown, Unknown, 
Cyrus Gockley, Jacob Nessinger, Carrie (Weik) Nessinger. 

Middle row—Jacob Gockley, Ida (Bobb) Rock, Mary (Armspreister) Ream, 
Unknown, Lizzie Gerhart, Kate (Gerhart) Romig, Emma (Stohler) Eberly, Ida 


Wealand, Annie Royer, Lucy Lesher, Anna (Ream) Herneisen, Jacob Binkley, 
Charles Corl. 


Bottom row—Lizzie (Sheetz) Frantz, Mabel (Wealand) Geib, Martha (Ream) 
Mase, Helen (Lesher) Faust, Jacob Weik, Benjamin Lesher, Ralph Eberly, 
Harry Keller, William Zartman, Unknown, Beulah (Bedger) Noll, Eden Noll. 
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The first Evangelical Church in Heidelberg Township was built in 
Schaefferstown in 1847. This building is now owned by the Schaef- 
ferstown Fire Company. 


Residents attending services before the building of the Albright 
Memorial Church were from the Kleinfeltersville, Millbach and 
Schaefferstown area. In 1847 Rev. Frederick Danner was preacher in 
charge, and Rev. John R. Kleinfelter, preacher and class leader. Others 
attending were Catharine Kleinfelter, Maria Kleinfelter, Julian Klein- 
felter, Elizabeth Kleinfelter, Jacob Keiber, Daniel Measey, Catharine 
Measey, Daniel Helm, Elizabeth Helm, John Krumbine, Sophia 
Krumbein, Catharine Loos, George Becker, Christina Walter, Eliza- 
beth Reger, Sabina Mees, Maria Mees, Elizabeth Mees, Eliza- 
beth Sheetz, Maria Dengher, Mose Dissinger, Esther Krumbein, Sarah 
Krumbein. Other names are not mentioned because of illegible 
writing. 

Campmeetings continued at intervals in the area. Erb’s Grove, 
at the east end of Kleinfeltersville on the road to Millbach, was used 
for this purpose. Residents recall that at one campmeeting there 
were over 600 cars. A tabernacle built in Erb’s Grove for campmeet- 
ings was later moved to Avon Heights, about one mile east of Leba- 
non, Pa. 


There is now a campmeeting grove about one mile southwest of 
Kleinfeltersville. The grove was donated to the Gospel Center As- 
sociation by Mr. and Mrs. Ammon Keller. Here is built Alverta 
Memorial Tabernacle, a tribute to the wife of the founder and Pastor, 
Rev. John G. Levengood. The tabernacle was build in 1955, two 
years after the death of his wife. 





Alverta (Spangler) Levengood Rev. John G. Levengood 
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The Alberta Memorial Tabernacle, one mile southwest of Kleinfeltersville, built 
in 1955, a tribute to the wife of the founder and Pastor, Rev. John G. Levengood. 


SWAMP MEETING HOUSE NEAR KLEINFELTERSVILLE 


In 1860 the Swamp Meeting House was founded by the Heidelberg 
Congregation of the Allegemeinen Brethren in Christ. The original 
deed stated as trustees Rev. Christian Siegrist and John Stewart. The 
land was procured from Joseph Loos. A section of the deed and 
agreement states “No collections of any kind shall be taken in said 
meeting house during the time of public worship or prayer meetings.” 


In 1901 the meeting house was- acquired by the United Christain 
congregation. Trustees signing for the Heidelberg Congregation were 
William Weik, Jonas Weik and Charles B. Weik. For the United 
Christian congregation there were William Schaeffer, Lincoln Beames- 
derfer and Israel N. Dissinger. 


The year 1948 brought another change. It was then that the 
Swamp Meeting House was acquired by the Gospel Center Associa- 
tion. Today the Swamp Meeting House, now better known as the 
“Blue Meeting House” still stands as a historic landmark in the com- 
munity. The old bell still rings calling young and old to Sunday 
School and occasional revival services. 


Streets and Roads 


The first road in the area before the founding of Kleinfeltersville 
was Cherry Lane. This road was constructed of logs and was the 
first road between Schaefferstown and the Milbach section. It is 
located about one-half mile north of the town. 


In 1860 the main street of Kleinfeltersville was known as Moun- 
tain Road. Shad Street, running north in the town, got its name 
as the result of selling fish by Israel Dissinger, a resident of this 
street. 


The road leading to Milbach from Kleinfeltersville was the first 
macadam road in the town. After this came the road to Hopeland 
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A 
Main Street of Kleinfeltersville in 1911 taken from the church steeple 


during the middle 1920’s. In 1934 State Route +897 was maca- 
damized. In 1938 Shad Street, a section of the road from Kleinfelters- 
ville to the Schaefferstown-Milbach road, was macadamized. ‘This 
was the first road in the community to be built with the aid of federal 
funds. In 1940 the upper section of Maple Drive was macadamized. 
The lower section followed in 1943. Other roads in the area fol- 
lowed, some with the aid of federal funds. 


Activities 
The first church picnics were held along Cherry Lane about one- 
half mile north of the Albright Memorial Church. Later they were 
held at a new location, then known as Erb’s Grove, in Kleinfeltersville. 
The Schaefferstown Band frequently played at these picnics which 
were well-attended. The last picnic was held in 1941. 


On July 16, 1904, Heidelberg Chamber #64 of the Order Knights 
of Friendship was organized by Companion J. George Hintz of Read- 
ing, Pa. This was primarily a benevolent organization. At one time 
prior to 1929, there were 300 members. The depression plus the 
state and federal benefits caused a drop in membership. Finally the 
organization was disbanded in 1955. 


In September 1910, the Albright Lodge +1181 I.0.0.F. was form- 
ed. Charter members were Harry B. Bedger, John Reedy, Fred W. 
Bubp, Steve K. Keller and Jacob K. Gockley. At one time its head- 
quarters were moved to Schaefferstown but returned again to Klein- 
feltersville. They had a membership at one time of nearly 100. Mem- 
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Blue Meeting House near Kleinfeltersville, Pa., built in 1860 


bership dropped and the remaining members transfered to the Odd 
Fellows Mohegan Lodge, in Lebanon, Pa. 


Older residents recall that at one time Kleinfeltersville had a brass 
band. The band had a wagon drawn by horses to travel to other 
communities where they played on special occasions. One place they 
were known to play frequently was Treists Picnic Grove which was 
located along Middle Creek in Lancaster County just over the south- 
ern tip of Lebanon County. 





Wagon and team used to transport students to the Kleinfeltersville school in 
1934, driver, William S. Hauck. 
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Fox Chases 


Gone are the days of the fox chases. From miles around came 
riders with their horses. The fox was kept in a box until the time for 
release. usually 10 to 15 minutes before the chase. The riders with 
baying hounds than pursued the elusive fox. After the chase the 
crowd gathered at the hotel where much fire water was consumed. It 
was surprising how many wanted to prove that they would be future 
pugilistic champions of the world. 





JOHN K. HOFFMAN 


John K. Hoffman was born in 1857 near Kleinfeltersville at the 
farm where Rev. Jacob Albright died. He was the grandson of Rev. 
John R. Kleinfelter. He was married to Angelina Runkle and had 
three children, Annie, William and Lillie. 

He was Sunday School superintendent of the Kleinfeltersville Evan- 
gelical Church for 55 years, from 1876-1929. His interest and pre- 
servation of writings and documents of Rev. John R. Kieinfelter have 
made possible much of the historical knowledge of the history of 
Kleinfeltersville and its founder. 

His devotion to God, his church and his community was his life’s 
ambition. 

Kleinfeltersville is neither as old nor does it have the historical 
background as the neighboring town of Schaefferstown. In 1848 
when Kleinfeltersville was in its infancy, Schaefferstown was then very 
well established. 

Kleinfeltersville is located in the south eastern part of Lebanon 
County. It is indeed a small village, however, residents are justly 
proud of their community. Few people ever move to Kleinfeltersville, 
but once established here few ever leave. 

Compiled by Delbert J. Steinmetz 
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THE OLD SCHOOL HOUSE KLEINFELTERSVILLE, PA., IN 1893 


Top row, left to right—Jennie Noll, unknown, John Spangler, teacher; Katie 
(Stober) Yeakley, John Krumbine, Levi Sheetz, John Hain, Tom Stewart. 


Middle row—Annie (Noll) Eiceman, Francis (Noll) Dornbach, Ida (Sheetz) 
Grimes, Hannah (Haines) Strickler, Kate (Keller) Whitmoyer, Cecelia (Haines) 
Karterman, Mary (Lesher) Dierwechter, Mary (Haines) Spangler, Stella Eiceman. 


Bottom row—lIrwin Bollinger, Jacob Weik, William Saylor, David Lesher, Robert 
Eiceman, James Bedger, George Weaver, John Bollinger, Samuel Noll. 





Construction of the Kleinfeltersville School in 1913 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN _ 1763 - 1963 ‘ 223 





Kleinfeltersville Hotel as it appeared in 1889. When the hotel was built prior 
to 1860. it consisted of two stories. The portion to the left of the people stand- 
ing was added by Henry Noll in 1884. Later on a third story was built by 
Adam Spade. 

Standing, left to right—Ida (Sheetz) Grimes, Annie (Noll) Eiceman, Henry Noll, 
Sara (Miller) Noll holding Alice (Sheetz) Keller. 





Taking a rest at the hotel after cutting down Christmas trees in the year 1916. 
Top row, left to right—Louis Heinley, Earl Strickler, Jacob Weik, Alfred Keller. 
Bottom row—Lester Whitmoyer, James Weik, Levi Sheetz, Russel Weik, Eden 
Noll, Leonard Strickler, Allen Keller, Samuel Strickler. 
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Note the last two signatures, Grover Cleveland and Adlai Stevenson in the 
Kleinfeltersville Hotel ledger of 1892. 


A notation on the front page of the ledger by A. J. Spade states that these 
candidates. were elected on Nov. 8, 1892. This was eleven days after they were 
supposed to be at the hotel. It seems he must have had a reason for this state- 
ment. Older residents of Kleinfeltersville do not recall these candidates being 
here. Their visit here is questionable. 
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Blacksmith shop of Irvin Eiceman in operation in Kleinfeltersville between 1905 
and 1910. 


Left to right—Allen Noll, Irvin Eiceman, Sam Gerhart. Other known black- 
smiths previous to Irvin Eiceman were Bingaman, Good, Dietzler and Sheetz. 





Schaefferstown Band in Kleinfeltersville approximately 1911 
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ADAM WEIK STORE, KLEINFELTERSVILLE, PA., IN 1904 


Standing, left to right—Edna Weik Schware, Hattie Weik Strauss, Adam Weik,. 
Thomas Brubaker, Elsie Weik Brightbill, David Bedger, II. 


MEMORIES 


“They never quite leave us, the friends who have passed 
From the darkness below to the brightness above 
A thousand memories are holding them fast 
To the people they blessed with their sunshine and love.” 
Author Unknown 


To the very young among us the future stretches ahead-vast new 
worlds to conquer, new experiences to cope with. The following pages 
are directed to those beyond their middle age—the golden years. If 
you feel a gentle tug at your heart strings it will be the thousand memo- 
ries that are holding you fast to those who have passed. We should not 
live in the past nor do we want to, but an occassional backward glimpse, 
such as provided in the pages that follow, will enrich our lives. 


The people whose pictures appear in this portion of the book have 
affected us in some way. They may have caused us to laugh or cry 
or perhaps both. Something of every individual we meet and associate 
with rubs off on us—good, bad or indifference. It can truly be said 
that we are partly the product of these pages and these people. 


22e 
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THE QUEEN AND HER COURT 


Isabelle Christ was the queen of the Columbus Day Celebration in 1892. Old- 
timers recall that she was selected for her beauty and because of her name. 





COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION—1892 


The town turned out during the Columbus Day celebration on Oct. 21, 1892, 
sponsored by the P.O.S. of A. The two officials on the right are Thomas Strick- 
ler and John Griffee. Picture taken at the north side of the Fountain Park. The 
Dr. Keath barn is shown in the background. The building in the distance at 
one time housed the Pepper Brewery and is now part of the Schaefferstown 
Garment Company owned by George Binner. 
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Looking North on South Market Street from the entrance to 





“WHO IS NELLIE BLY?” 


This home talent show provided entertainment for the town on September 21st 
and 22nd, 1934. 

Top row—lIrwin S. Huber, Chester Corl, Ted Kreiger, Mabel Corl, H. Kurtz, 
Dr. F. D. Zimmerman, Sr., Elva Krall, Ream Hetrick, Ammon G. Horst, Mar- 
garet Peiffer, Connie May, Ralph Hetrick. 

Second row from top: Martin Houck, Jr., Victor Hensel, Norma Leib, Florence 
Hartman, Matilda Netzley, Hannah Kurtz, Ida Reist, Sara Lopes, William 
Hewitt, Harvey Shue, Charles Hickernell, Gerald Jackson. 

Second row from bottom—Charles Krall, Franklin Wike, Ralph Miller, William 
Iba, Benj. Miller, Robert Beamesderfer, Lavern Barrett, Director; Joe Lopes, 
George Corl, Ed Mowery, Zelia Lopes, Albright Fetter, Dan Leib, George Horst. 
Front row (bottom)—June Kohl Miller, Stella Mary Backenstose Bertram, 
Lavern Hewitt Bennett, Margaret Ruth Horst, June Huber Horst, Lela Lopes, 
Josephine Hartman Ream, Arlene Krall Knable, Ray Weaver, George Sanders, 
Eugene Moyer, George Mann, Morris (Sol) Ream, Verna Horst. 
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SUMMER TIME 


The picture was taken in the year 1900 by the late Dr. John Light, who at 
that time was an assistant to the late Dr. James Keath, father of Georgette Keath 
and Anna Keath Moyer. The lower water trough was a favorite ‘cooling off’ 
spot for the young fry of Market Street. 

Front row, left to right—Landis Bachman, baby Dewey Hartman, Mabel Hart- 
man, Paul Hartman, Norma Hickernell Leib, Florence Snyder, Edna Houser 
Borrell, Beulah Plasterer, Mabel Snyder Boltz, Annie Hickernell Weaver, Anna 
Keath Moyer, and the dog ‘Bang’ Zerbe. 

Rear row—Marie Berbe Winnesheik, Elizabeth Hartman, James Keath, Jr., Ray 
Beamesderfer, Paul Wike, Mabel Becker Mentzer, and Taylor Zerbe, owner of 
‘Bang’. 

The home in the background is the present Paul Double home. At the time 
three families lived in it. 





THE CENTRAL HOUSE also known as FETTERS HOTEL 
Why are the trees enclosed in wooden guards? 
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THE LOWER TROUGH AS IT APPEARED ABOUT 1910 


James Keath, left, and Paul Fetter, center, give their horses a cool drink. The 
children, left to right are—Charles Fetter, Paul Fetter, Harry Umberger, and 
the girl whose head is visible is Margaret Fetter. 


LAUSER’S STORE 1909 


Left to right—George T. Lauser, Morris Botz, Theodore Fetter and ‘Nick’, the 
driver of the W. H. Luden Candy Wagon. 
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“THE PAUSE THAT REFRESHES” 


The horse gets a refreshing drink at the old trough on the square. The trough 
has been replaced by the Rex fountain. Coca Cola was first sold in Schaeffers- 
town at the restaurant in the building to the extreme right (porch only visible), 
known as Carpenter’s Hall. Team owned by Luther G. Harpel of Lebanon. 





‘Doc’ Zimmerman’s Snow Plane 
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THE OLD PUMP 
Main Street, looking West, opposite Mr. and Mrs. Warren Haag’s residence 





CAMPFIRE GIRLS 

A troop of Campfire Girls was organized in 1918 with 12 girls as charter mem- 
bers. They participated in community affairs, took hikes, camped at Greble 
and earned awards. The troop was an active organization until 1921. 

Reading from left to right they are—Myrtle Noll Kurtz, Mollie Huber Snyder, 
Sara Iba Shaak, Mary Zimmerman Fetter, Sarah Huber Boyer, Hilda Noll Longe- 
necker, Mabel Mann Zerbe, Leader; Christine Binner Becker, Elizabeth Zim- 
merman Burkhart, Bernetha Strickler Wright, Myrle Mann Kline, Helen Krall 
Huber, Kathryn Mann Krall. 


1763 - 1963 


SCHAEFFERSTOWN 
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An Old House on West Main Street 


A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE 


Without a doubt there have been errors and omissions in the fore- 
going pages. May I suggest that you make the proper notations in 
your copy for the edification and convenience of future generations. 


The past pages have dealt with the two centuries that are now the 
history of Schaefferstown—1763 to 1963. If we may be so optimistic 
as to suppose that two centuries from now this book may find its way 
into the hands of unborn generations, we would present to you this 
brief picture of life in Schaefferstown during this generation. We feel 
that the last century and especially the life span of many people now 
living has been a ‘golden age’. We have seen the development of wire- 
less communication, the advent of radio and television. We have 
thrilled to the news of the first man in space. We have watched the 
progress of the automobile and the airplane. Technically and in the 
field of medicine we have seen enormous strides by our standards. We 
have seen the dreaded disease of poliomyelitis conquered, and now hope 
for a break-through in cancer cure. In the field of human and inter- 
national relationship we have left much to be desired. The cold war 
or the struggle for power between Communistic and Capitalistic doc- 
trines is a constant threat. We have seen two great wars and have 
had our fill of this expression of the conflict among men. We, the in- 
dividuals in society today, have lived through periods of war and hate, 
peace and prosperity. We have loved and laughed, grieved and hated, 
as have those before us, and as you do now. We are happy to leave 
to you the good of our society, and we apologize for that which we have 
been unable or unwilling to rectify. 


You will think us quaint and out-moded. You may have all these 
new and fabulous inventions of society, but you will still be human. 
A phrase in vogue today—‘Human nature does not change’ will be 
true in 2163 as it was in 1763 or in the year 163. We hope you will 
celebrate the passage of four centuries and perhaps our efforts will 
assist you in your retrospect. 

‘Machs Goot’ 
Charles H. Huber 
A word of appreciation: 

My wife Cordelia gave much time and sacrificial help in preparing 

the copy for the printer. We owe her our debt of gratitude. 
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